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AN ECCLESIASTICAL TERROR-
ISM.

The Rev. IsaacJ. Lansing, the min-
ister of Park street Methodist church,
Boston. last week made a violent attack
upon President Cleveland, in an ad-
dress before the New England Method-
ist Conference at Salem, Mass. He
stated that tha President is a drunkard,
and that he was intoxicated on several
public oceasions.

So far from there being any justifi-
cation for this statement, the charge
appears to be utterly without founda
tion, aud when the President's atten-
tion was called to it he remarked very
warmly :

““This is simply an outrage, though
it is not the first time a thing of this
kind has been attempted. [ cannot
avoid a feeling of indignation thatany
man who makes claim of decency, and
especially one who assumes the role of
a Christian minister, should permit
himself to become a disseminator of
wholesale lies and calumnies not less
stupid than they are cruel and wicked.
| easily recall other occasions when
those more or less entitled to be called
ministers of the gospel have been in-
strumental in putting into circulation
the most scandalous falsehoods concern-
ing my conduct and character. The
element or factors of the most approved
outfit for placing a false and barefaced
accusation before the public appear to
be, first, some one with baseness and
motive sufficient to invent it ; second,
a minister with more gullibility and
love of notoriety than piety, greedily
willing to listen to it and gobble it ;
and, third, a newspaper anxiously will-
ing to publish it. For the sake of the
Christian religion I am thankful that
these scandal mongering ministers are
few, and on every account I am glad
that the American people love fair
play and justice, and that in spite of
all effort to mislead them they are apt
to form a correct estimate of the char-
acter and labors of their public serv-
ants.”

It appears to b
craze with many Protestant clergy-
men of an inferior mental calibre to
make such personal attacks upon
persons whom they deem proper to
select as their victims, and they seem
to hold that the sacreduess of their call-
ing exempts them from the ordinary
to which all

ave become quite a

ions charity

Christians are bound.

(0]

We have had examples of the same
kind in Canada. We have had occa-
sion several times to protest against
ridiculous and false accusations made
against many of our public men in
Canada, under cloak of religion ; and
the parties who have made these at
tacks have usually been those in high
It
peculiar  charac-
Methodist
into

positions in the Methodist Church.
the
prominent
push
making

to be
'Pl
to
by
attacks on public men, but in Canada

appears
teristic
livines themselves
notoriety unwarranted
here was evidently some other motive
than the mere desire to meddle with
Most of the
here on our public men were caused by

politics. attacks made

innate hostility to Catholics, and the

late Sir John Thompson was their

special objeet, for no other reason than
hat he, a Catholie, had attained his
throngh his integrity and
ability. Inthe United:

it does not seem that hostility to Catho

position

tes, however,
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attacks, but rather the itch of meddle
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someness, a

minister was found guilty of criminal
and malicions libol for offering up a

prayer in which he attacked the char

acter of a young woman not of his con-
gregation, for whom the prayer was
ostensibly offered up that she might be
defence

converted. He set up the

that his act was a purely religious one,
which was privileged ; but the judge

very properly ruled that religious wor

ghi

libel.

It would seem that these clergymen
have no religions dogmas or Christian

morality to

reason they try to attract & i wd to lis

ten to sensational utterances against
private individual character, or to ser
mons on such subjects as the * Peilt
Craze,” orthe ' Ma go of Ameri

his mistake.
that any of the

upon
when
those attacks, have made any serious
apology for their conduct.
that Rev. Mr. Lansing has made what
he calls an apology in President Cleve-

is the chief motive of these personal

days ago a

Heiresses to Titled Foreigners," instead
of the great truths of Revelation.
A curious circumstance in connec-
tion with this subject is the fact that |
the Protestant religious press have
generally not a word to say in condem-
nation of the course of these errant
clergymen. They are on the watch |
for any utterances from the Catholic |
pulpit bearing upon religio political
questions, and they are ready to attrib-
ute every word uttered by any Catho-
lic priest to a desire on the part of
Rome to seize control over the Govern-
mant of the country, and to deprive
Protestants of their civil rights. It is
saldom they get an opportunity in this
way ; but we had an instance of this
kind within the last few weeks when a
Quebec parish priest told his parish-
joners mnot to employ a certain
Protestant doctor. The priest after-
wards apologized to his congregation
for his unwarranted language ; but
some of our Protestant religious con-
temporaries thought proper to inter-
pret the occurrence as an aggression
emanating from Rome ; and they have
not withdrawn their comments on the
matter since the priest apologized for
We have yet to hear
Methodist ministers
unjustifiable attacks
character, especially
were the object of

who have made
private
Catholics

It is true

land's case, but the apology had better
not have been made at all, for in it he
reiterates his former statement, by say-
ing that it was based ‘‘on the testi-
mony of eye-witnesses.”

We do not wish to follow ex-
ample of the Protestant in
captiousness, so we shall not say that
the ministerial meddlesomeness
which there has been so much of late is
the consequence of any set desire of
the Methodist Church to establish a
despotism over the consciences of the
public, but we certainly do think that
the boasted individual independence
of every minister from ecclesiastical
control, is bearing fruit in producing
a more intolerable tyranny thau any
from which these mountebanks profess
to have emancipated themselves and
their congregations. It is to be hoped
that President Cleveland’s excoriation
of Dr. Lansing will be a salutary lesson
to such clerical despots for the future.
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NUT FOR MR. McCARTHY
AND HIS FOLLOWERS,

Apropos of Mr. Dalton McCarthy's
recent statement to the effect that Cath-
olic schools are everywhere of inferior
grade, and his interence that Catholic
education should be suppressed, we
have no doubt it will interest that
gentleman, and others who, like him,
are accustomed to make the same asser-
tion, to hear of the result of a debate
which took place on the 19th of March
at Washington, D. C., between three
students of Columbian, and three of
Georgetown universities.

Columbian University is a public in-
stitution, receiving State aid, while
that of Georgetown is Catholie, being
under charge of the Jesuits, who are
supposed by Mr. McCarthy and his
following to be the inculcators of vice

A

and ignorance. Georgetown Univers

ity, of course, receives no encourage

ment trom the State Government, and
we are informed that the Columbians
had all the arrogant confidence that as
students of a secular university they
would carry off the honors with casce,
from

students a

school which they looked down upon as

as against coming
far inferior to that in which they were
educated.

The subject of debate was a question
of national finance. namely :

““ That bonds hereafter issued by the
United States Government shall be
paid, principal and interest, specific
ally in gold.”

The Columbians had the aflirmative,
the Georgotown young men the nega
tive, and the was argued
with undoubted ability on both sides :
but the judges, without a dissenting
voice, awarded the to the
Georgetown Silverites.

question

victory

The judges were three members of
Congress, well known for their ability

and their knowledge of financial

p should not be made a cloak for the
eommission of unwarranted and illegal

inculeate, and that for this

matters, namely, the Hon. DMessrs.

{ competition

having taken place in 1804, with the 'of our religion, nor are we to cease to Vercheres and Antigonish. The two

result that the Georgetown students
scored three successive viclories.

|

It is a remarkable fact that notwith- |
standing that it has been over and ‘
over again repeated by the enemies of |
religious education in Ontario, that the |

students of Catholic institutions of
learning ‘‘spend too much time in
prayer, ever to become secular schol-
ars,” these prayerful scholars have
gained the victory on almost every
occasion where they have come into
with secular students
throughout the United States. This
has oceurred in New York, Rochester,
St. Louis and elsewhere, and now
Washington is to be added to the list.
Surely such facts ought to explode
once for all the favorite theory ot the
McCarthyites.

INTOLERANCE REBUKED.
We have pleasure in being able to
announce to our readers that the elec-
tion in Haldimand has resulted in the
utter defeat of Mr. Dalton McCarthy's
followet, Mr. Jeffery McCarthy, who
contested the constituency on the no-
Popery ticket, the issue being that no
faith is to be kept with Catholics.
Haldimand “is a thoroughly Protest-
ant constituency. There are fewer than
seventy-seven Catholics in every thou-
sand of the population,andit any where
in Ontario it might be expected that
the ultra-Protestant and anti-Catholic
policy of Mr. Dalton McCarthy would
be endorsed, it might be in Haldi-
maud,

The issue was plainly set before the
county, whether or not the action of
the Dominion Government should be
endorsed in notifying Manitoba that it
had inflicted an injustice upon the
Catholic minority, and that the injust-
ice should be remedicd.  On this issue
the electors of Haldimand have given
their verdict, and it is to the effect that
the engagement made with Manitoba
when it consented to become a Province
of the Dominion is to be kept.

At the previous election, Dr. Monta-
gue's majority was 78 ; but with the
issue presented by Mr. McCarthy:-the
electors have raised these figures to
647,

Mr. McCarthy has constituted him-
self the special advocate of the policy
to suppress the Catholics of the Domin-
ion, and especially those of the Prov-
ince of Quebec. To carry out this
policy, he has openly proclaimed that

by violent wmethods, and also Catholic
education ; and we have been assured
over and over again that Ontario
wants only the opportunity to pro-
nounce its opinion, and that Mr. Mec-
Carthy's views will be endorsed.

For three years Mr. McCarthy has
been declaring that the Dominion Gov-
ernment durst not open a constituency
in Ontario in order to test its strength
with him. As it is well known that
there is a noisy, if not a powerful,
faction in the Province which
always ready to respond to a no-Popery
appeal, we confess that there was a
lurking suspicion that Mr. McCarthy's
boasts had foundation in fact;
but the Haldimand contest has proved
their emptiness.

is

some

The Government opened the consti-
at a critical moment — the
moment when it decided upon main-
taining Catholic rights in Manitoba,
and we must give it due credit for
having plainly declared, through Dr,
Montague, that it will maintain them.
The county Haldimand has

tuency

of de-

is

position. It is not to be carricd away

tions.

The Canadian Confederation

good.

views.

. Cotton, Gardiner, and Hume. Mr,
Henry DBeck. the  President
the Georgetown Debating

‘ acted as chairman, and the debate was

Society,

conducted in presence of a large and
hichly intellectual audience compris
ing friends of both universities, wear

ine the colors of their favorite sides.

I'he debate was the first of a series
which is arranged for during the sea
n, and this is the second series of

debates between the students, the first

of

; We speak of toleration and conces
{ sion in regard to the religious convie

tions of others.
that

this our

be ready to allow to our neighbors the
same liberty to exercise their religicn
which we desire to enjoy oursclves,
We are not to suppress a single article
of our own faith, or a single practice

the French language must be abolished,

clared that, thoroughly Protestant as it
, it is in favor of the Government's

by any foolish appeals to passion and
hate against a minority on account of
their conscientious religious convic-

was
built up on the basis of a mutual desire
on the part of all the Provinces enter-
ing into it to work for the common
With so much conflicting in-
terests and prejudices, the work could
not be successful unless predominated
by a spirit of toleration and a readi-
ness to concede something to others.
This spirit should operate, especially
in the matter of the religious convie-
tions of our neighbors ; but it ig pre-
cisely in this matter that fanatics will
allow no divergence from their own

We do not mean by
religious convictions
should be feeble, or that faith should
be weak ; but we mean that we should

maintain it with all the earnestness of
conviction ; but we are not to force our
belief upon others under pains and
peunalties.

Viewed in the light of these self-
evident principles, the right of the
Manitoba school question becomes
perfectly clear, Attorney-General
Sifton of Manitoba, Mr. Dalton Me-
Carthy, and a host of Torontonians
stumped the county of Haldimand
proclaiming to the electors that the
Catholic hierarchy of Quebec desire to
force a Separate school system on
Manitoba, against the will of the
people of that Province. This repre-
sentation of the case is a fraud on the
intelligence of the people. There is
no desire on the part of Catholics to
force Separate schools upon those who
do not want them. If the Protest
ants of Manitoba do mnot want
Separate schools, no one desires to
coerce them ; but the Catholics of the
Province do want Catholic schools ;
and the proof of this is the fact that
the unjust legislation of 1890 has not
suppressed those schools. The ques-
tion at issue is, therefore, whether the
Catholic minority is to be coerced into
a system of education which they will
not have. It is this that the Manitoba
Government is attempting, contrary to
the compact made when the Province
entered Confederation ; and there is
undoubtedly a faction in Oatario quite
willing to back them up in the at-
tempt, would not have
witnessed the strenuous efforts to elect
Mr. Dalton McCarthy's law partner in
Haldimand. But the people of Haldi-
mand have shown that they are not to
be cajoled or brow-beaten into the
policy of intolerance, and the
decisive majority of 647 by which Dr.
Montague has been elected is a death-
blow to Dalton McCarthyism in Ontario
—and that is enough, for outside of
Ontario and Manitoba, the McCarthy
creed is an unknown quantity.

We must say that we had confidence
in the general good will and love of
fair-play which the people of Ontario
entertain, and the result of the Haldi-
mand contest has confirmed us in that
confidence.

We heartily congratulate the elect:
ors of Haldimand on the rebuke they
have administered to the agitators who
endeavored to stir up among them a

otherwise we

very

encouraged by the result to persist in
the policy they have announced,
through Dr. Montague's election

now laboring shall be redressed.

one which affects that Province alone.

latures. The remedial order issued by
the Dominion Government for
guidance of
declaration that the Government wil

situdes of local agitation, and we re
whole Dominion.
We do not entertain any suspicior

time desire to deprive the Protestan
minority of rights which were giver

olic Legislature.
what might happen if the Catholics o

successful.

on in the sister Provinces.
human it they were not tempted t

commit reprisals if they saw injustic

have to be swept away too, if for n
other reason than to show that th
people of Quebee will not be contentc
with a one-sided constitution which i

Catholics and coddle Protestants.

war of creeds and races, and we trust
that the Dominion Government will be

speeches, that the grievances under
which the Catholics of Manitoba are

The Manitoba school question is not

If it were decided that any Province
has the right to override the clauses of
the Canadian constitution protecting
minorities, the Catholic minority of
Ontario and the Protestant minority
of Quebec would be equally exposed to
the danger of having their existing
rights swept away at any moment by
any act of their respective Local Legis-

the
that of Manitoba is a

sustain those rights against the vicis-
gard this fact as a guarantee for the
future peace and prosperity of the

that the people of Quebec would at any

willingly and ungrudgingly by a Cath-
But we cannot say

Quebec were to see Catholic right
swept away first in DManitoba, and

then in Oatario, as would certainly
happen after a while, if the intolerance
of the Manitoba Legislature were to be

The people of Quebec have shown
that they have both spirit and intelli-
gence, and they observe what is going
They
would be something more or less than

after injustice committed on their co
religionists everywhere, and we may
well believe that there would be re-

The Protestant school sys-
tem of Quebee, which is cherished by
the Protestants of that Province, would

to be operated in all cases to harass | boomers.

On the same day on which the elec-
tion took place in Haldimand, by -elec-
tions were held also in Quebee West, |

last named constituencies elected l.ib-
| erals—Antigonish, the constituency of
the late Sir John Thompson, being a
logs to the Government. It is almost
needless to say that the elections in
these constituencies did not turn upon
the Manitoba school question, as did
that of Haldimand. The candidates ot
both parties in all these instances de-

clared themselves to be in favor of
justice to minorities.
HYPNOTISM AND WITCH-
CRAFT.

A curious decision has been given
by the Supreme Court of Kansas jn a
murder case, which recalls the trials for
witcheraft which in f{ormer days
occurred, especially in Scotland and
Massachusets, under form of law, when
many unfortunate old women were put
to death under charge of having been
guilty of the crime of exercising that
unlawful practice of which they were
accused.

Trials for witcheraft ceased with the
spread of education, and the world was
in hope that they would not be revived ;
for though we have no intention of
saying that there never is any such un-
lawful practice, we are convinced that
hundreds of innocent persons were put
to a horrible death under unjust sus-
picion. Yet only a few weeks ago a
case was reported wherein a woman
was tortured to death in Ireland by a
family who asserted that she had exer-
cised witchery against a member of the
family. To the credit of the people of
the neighborhood, it must be mentioned
that they were horrified at the act, and
condemned the perpetrators of the decd
most unreservedly. It was the brutal
deed of an ignorant family,

But it appears that in the full light
of the close of the nineteenth century,
trials for or something
very like it, are beginning to be re-

witcheratt,

newed under sanction of a legal
tribunal. This renewal has taken

place in one of the United States. The
circumstances of the case are briefly
the following :

A resident of the town of Conway
Springs was sued by his wife for a
divorce, and expected she would gain
the suit, wherefore, he conveyed his
property to Anderson Gray, a rich
farmer, with the understanding that
it should be reconveyed to him after
the judgment of the court would be
given. This was done to escape the
loss of the property, but when the re-
transfer was demanded Gray wished to
have David Patton removed, as he was
the only witness to the transaction, so
that he might be able to keep the
property.

Gray was a good scholar, and hypnot-
ism was one of his studies.
Patton was one of his subjects, and it

attempt the murder of his cousin, by
suggesting to him that David should

revolver for the purpose of carrying
out the suggestion.

It was known that David was a man
| who would not hesitate to shoot on
slight provocation, nevertheless, both
the shot of Thomas, and David's return
failed to Kkill.
arrested, but were merely fined and
thus let off.

| shot

Gray then sougzht another subject,
and found one in Thomas McDonald.

Some time after the first attack

1 | made, McDonald asked Gray's advice

t | had spoken ill of his wife.

1| ¢“Kill him :” and he gave him a rifle
and a revolver to practice with, taught
him to use them, and even cleared a
f | passage through the branches of a tree
s | so that McDonald might have a way to
shoot at his victim without an impedi-
McDonald accordingly lay in
wait for his victim, Gray being not far
off, so as to preserve his influence over

ment.

wounded man to assist him.
0
e

go for a doctor.

prisals if such injustices were per
petrated.

several hours,

v | whereas he might have called another

o | Patton died, and in the

e

d | death of his victim, and Gray attri

s { buted
Mc¢Donald,

and

however,

arrested, confessed all, but in

under his influence.

Thomas

is asserted that Gray influenced him to

be killed, and furnishing him with a

Both men were

was

what he should do, as David Patton
Gray said :

the assailant. David Patton, pass-
ing by soon after, was struck in
the lungs by the buliet from Me-

Donald’s rifle, and he being imme-
diately sorry for his act, ran up to the
Finding
him not dead, he declared he was glad
of it, and promised to get a doctor, and
then finding Gray asked the latter to
He pretended he
would do so, but purposely delayed for
waiting for the return
of one doctor who was out of town,

Partly in consequence of this neglect,
meantime
McDonald informed the sheriff of the
the murder to Cherokee strip
was

{ sisted that he had been hypuotized by
L Gray, and had committed the murder

The jury acquitted McDonald of al

responsibility for the crime, but Gray
was arrested, tried and found guilty

of murder in the first degree, and, O.ZI

appeal, the verdict was sustained by
the Supreme Court,

Necessarily  this judgment wag
based upon the statement of the man
who fired the shot, and it appears to
us very dubious that his testimony
should have had so much weigh? with
judges and jurors.

Can it be said that hypnotism isa
demonstrated fact? Perhaps it is;
but to us there seems to be a like!ihood
of fraud in it, and we very much doubt
McDonald’s story. However, inde-
pendently of hypnotism, Gray was
very guilty if the story be true, and
we can scarcely exonerate McDonald :
for he should not have subjected hin-
self to hypnotic influence, as we
believe the hypnotists admit that a
man who resists the influence deter
minedly cannot be subjected to it. A
man committing a crime while drunk
is not legally excused. Should not
hypnotism be regarded by the law as
similar to drunkenness, in not cloak-
ing crimes committed under its in-
fluence ?

A DISCUSSION ON AURICULAR
CONFESSION.

In a controversy which is being con-
ducted in the Nineteenth Century May
Shore strenuously
nounces the Ritualists for their intro-
duction of auricular confession
Episcopalianism.

azine, Canon de-
into
He attempts to show
that the Anglican Establishment never
sanctioned and now *‘does not enforce
in any case what is technically krown
as auricular confession : it not
even recommend it : indeed the aban
donment of all those
garding it which were contained in the
earlier service books, and the intro-
the primitive prac
tice of general public
abgsolution, is a discouragement of it
which amounts to practical prohibi
tion.”

does

instructions re-

duction instead of
confession and

On the general thesis, the canon is
undoubtedly correct, that the Angli-
can Church had no intention of encour-
aging confession, as that Church was
constructed on the basis of Calvin-
ism during the reigns of LEdward
VI. and Queen Elizabeth; yet in
spite of this there was a loophole
left for the use of those who believed
that sacramental confession was neces-
sary as the means whereby sins were
to be forgiven : and as it was very
naturally thought that consciences
would be especially troubled when
people were on the point of death, pro-
vision was made especially for that
occasion, and to this day the minister
is told in the Book of Common Prayer
that he must move the sick person to
make ‘‘ a special confession of his sins,
if he feels his conscience troubled by
any weighty matter.”

It is noteworthy also, that in this
part of the order ;prescribed for the
visitation of the sick, the minister is
styled ‘“ the priest,” in order to invest
him with the priestly authority to for-
give sin, and he is commanded to ex-
ercise this authority on the occasion,
the claim being put forth that it is
derived from Christ, undoubtedly on
the foundation that Christ conferred
upon His Apostles the power of forgiv-
ing sin when, before Iis ascension in-
to heaven, He breathed on them, say-
ing : ‘ Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
whose sins you shall forgive, they are
forgiven, and whose sins you shall re-
tain, they ara retained.”

The Ritualists may very well main-
tain that if this great power has been
conferred by Christ upon the clergy,
its exercise should not be neglected,
and that it will benefit those in good
health, as wel!l as the dying. The
power conferred by Christ on His
Apostles is not restricted to the case of
the dying, and if it exists at all, it is
applicable to those who are in good
health, as well as to those who are sick
or in danger of death.

This is sufficient vindication of the
Ritualists, who really believe that they
have their ordination by succession
from the Apostles ; but as this succes-
sion is a delusion, the authority is also
fictitious, and it would be well if Canon
Shore could persuade his Ritualistic
confreres not to attempt its exercise,
since it is at best a travesty on the
sacrament of penance as administered
in the Catholic Church by real priests
who have received their authority from
the proper source.

Again, it must be said that Cancn
Shore's argument that the Church of
England has condemned auricular
confession by instituting general pub-

lic confession and absolution, is very
far-fetched. The Chureh of Eagland

has not instituted any such practice,
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