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THE WELFARE OF FARMERS

The spirit of the League is vigilant;
its sympathies are
pothing saffecting the weliare of
souls in any state of life or in any
class of hbuman society will find it
indifferent. This month it is the
brawny farmer, the horny-handed
tiller of the soil, who is to bs the
object of our prayers. The farmer
has a well defined place in the
gcheme of God'es Providence ; he is
an important cog in the machin
ery of human affairs; pesce and
bappiness and natienal prosperily
deepensd upon the asslduily with
which he carries on his work, aud he
bas a right to the
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large numbers %0 the great ceunters,
where opportunikies
them. Poverty may force
away from their farms;
women may bavse to go elsewhere to
geek a livelihood which an arid
and ungrateful soil refuses them.
These are cirocumstances which must
often be coneidered, and
ghould prevent a writer from being
too sweepiog id his judgments, In
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modern civilization ignores the
simplicity and the humility of the
Gospel, and the country home and
the farm which were good enough
for generations of brave ancestors
cense to be good enough for their up
to date eons and daughters. For
getting that all work is honorable,
even work on the farm, thore young
gshoots prefer the life of the cities.
For the sake of amusement which
may be had in plenty, they prefex
to plod on day after day in factories,
or peg away abt typewriters, or
measure cotton over counters in big
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departmental etores. To thelr
shrivelled-up minds thelr grinding,
slavish ocoupatione are more sttrnc-
tive and more honorable than follow-
ing a plow, or hoesing the corn-hills,
or bringing the cows bome from
pasture.

Treason is a orime, and it has been
asserted, not without a show of
renson, fhat the sbandonment of
farms {6 freason to one's nation. It
is & well-known economic #ruth that
the great source of material wealth
is not in factories or in shops, but in
the soil. Industry transforme, com-
merce exchanges, but it is the soil
that produces ; nothing can replace
tho treasure which the soll gives
out; it alone furnishes the raw
mabsrial which the captain of indus
try mpnipulates and the merchant
prince disposes of. When the soll is
nod cultivated the supplies of life's
naceweities are not aqual to the de-
mand, exports diminish, imporss in
crense, taxes, and tariffs eat up
proflte, nations become impoverighed.
Let the plow cease to turn the sod,
let the farmer hang up the scythe
and our wealthiest cities would scon
become cities of the dead,
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What remedy may we suggest fo
gtem this current?
retain
tarms it will not suflfice to praise the
coundry, or the limpidity of its
streams, its olear air, the agreeables
ness of its nooks and vistas, the
greer ss of its meadows, the songs
ite birds, and so on. All these,
even taken cumulatively, make a

young

youths who have fel§ the lure of the
city. Usually farmers are not poets,
but very matier of fact nouux 8, to
whom nature and her
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lars and cents would undoubbedly
ora welcome. It sdmu:rl be im
pressed on them from &heir eariiest
that theire is a noble ecalling,

They sbould be taught to
farm, not haphazardly as they only
too often do, but in a skiltul way
they should have the advantages of
legsor agri ture and in every
iog to farmirx
al farms, agricultural colleges,
of courees in scientific
farming, would give farmers a deeper
interest in their profession ; it would
ghow them how to augment their
revenues and make them realize that
they are the most independsnt nf
men. Unhappily our educational
departments and universities nre
more intent on turning out lawyers
aud dootors than on training those
who are the bone and sinew of the
nation,

However, any suggestion, no mat.
fer how plausible, is useless unless
founded on a loftier motive than
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mere selfishnese. The supernatural
must enter somewhare; for an rea.
son not tinged with the Christian
spirit has little inflaence on passion ;
only the OChristisn spirit can move
men %0 do what cupidity and & bent
for pleasurs urge them not to do.
The Christian epirit will make men
understand and feel that unclassed
groups are undesirable factors in the
gocial order, that it is in the designs
of Providence that men and women
should, as & general rule, fix the'r
abodes in the state of life in
which they are born., The Christian
gpirit teaches men that plensure and
time killlng is not the be-nll and
end-all of life. This applies to farm.
ers 8 well as to othere. Undoubted-
ly life in the country hae ite hours of
ennui and tedionsnees ; solitude may
be keenly felt; the amenities of
human soclety may be absent; but
these are minor evils when com
pared with the greater interasts that
are at stake, the interests of immor.
tal souls. Men muet learn how to
make saorifices in this life if they
look for & reward in the next. Buf
are many sacrifices demanded of
farmere nowadaye? Is it trus that
thelr homes are the isolaled epote
they once were? What with gocd
roade, rural mail delivery, aye
communication, all the
advantages of city social life may ke
had for the msking. In thes little
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hedged in by pecple who are often
uneympathetic neighbors;
barried by the complications insep
arable from agglomerations of men ;
nor are his nerves set \u. edge day
and night by the nocise and bustle
If lite in the
country bas some disadvantages, it
also bas its compensatione
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large — that victory was loudly
acclaimed, A League of Nations
newly established to superintend
and ensure the administration
justice in the international sphere
raiged yet higher popular hopes
in Ireland and elsewhere. Since
that League entered upon a feeble
existence there has been precious
littlea sign of its having changed
the tsanditional conduct of its con
stituent members. Thers are no
satisfactory evidences that the shady
practices which diegraced the old
time diplomacy have been recently
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departed from. No, none. The
legacy inherited from the Great War
differs vaetly from »hat wasexpected.
In May of ihe present year there
appeared an article in the Atlantic
Monthly by Mpe. Sisley Huddleston,
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Another denger pointed out by the
Oardinal was in the fact thal many
Protestant eecte, particularly of
American churches, have large funds
ot their disposeal mnd through their
schools are subverting Catholie ehil
dran,

The Coardinal called for the con-
glitution of the commission ordered
by the League of Nitions for settling

the rights of ownership of the Holy |

Places, particularly establiched Cath
olic rights dating centuries back.
He proposed that the British Govern-
ment admit English-spesking escles
iestics residing in Palestine to diplo-
mutic nccess to the suthorities for
presenting Catholic views and finally
suggested that the Government give
all nations in Europe and America
representation in the guardianship
of the Holy Places, which do not
belong to the Government of Pales-
tive alone, nor to Eopgland alone,
but which are the heritagc of the
eutire Christian world.
tegarding the former
misgions in British dominions the
Cardinal said the authorities were

| doing their best to meet the silua

tion, but that efforts made to etir

| up fesling in other countries makes

improvement unnecesearily difficult.
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We have listened to the
volces of wives and mothers;
through their tears they have prayed
God to suetain the courage and
fidelity to honor of their hugkands
and sone, oarried off by force to the
enemy's factories. These
men have been heard at the hour of
departure, rallying sheir energy to
instil cournge into their comrades,
or, by a supreme effort, to chant the
national hymn ; we have sssn some
of them on their return, pale, hag
gard, human wrecks ; as our tenrful
eyes sought their dim eyes we bowed
reverently before them, for all
unconeciously they were revealing to
us & new and unexpscted aspect of
national heroiem,—Cerdinal Mercler
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