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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION. 
Apostolic Delegation.

Ottawa, June 18th, 1906.
Mr. Thomas Colley :

Mi Dear Btr,—Blnoe eomlng to Canada I have 
|hs a reader of your paper. I have noted 
ertlh satisfaction that It ledlreoted with lntelli- 

and ability, and, above all. that It Is lm-
J with a strong Caihollo spirit. It sbrenu- 

■edi‘.defends Catholic principles and right*, 
lad stands firmly by the teachings and author
ity of the Church, at the same time promoting 
the best Interest* of the country. Following 
Iheee lines It has done a great deal of good for 
the welfare of religion and country, and it 
Will do more and more, as It* wholesome 
lafluenoo reaches more Catholic hunes. I 
therefore, earnestly recommend it to Catho- 
lm families. With my blessing on your work. 
*d beet wishes for It* continued success,

Yoaiè very sluccrcly In Chrijv
Donatuh, Archbishop of Ephesus, 

Apostolic Delegate.

Univkrhity or Ottawa

Mr. Thomas Coffey :
Dear Blr : For some time past I have read 

your estimable paper, Tub Catholic Record, 
and congratulate yon npon the manner in 
Which It Is published. Its matter and form 
are both good t and * truly Catholic spirit 
pervades the whole. Therefore, with pleas 
are, I can recommend It to the faithful. 
Messing you and wishing you success, believe 
■e to remain. .Yours faithfully lr J su ■ Christ, 

t D. FaLCOMO. Ar h • r I.«trlhsa, 
Apjsi. D leg

London, Saturday, April 25, 1908.

THE CHURCH AND INDIVIDUAL 
ISM.

Amongst the many charges brought 
by outsider! against the Church U the 
unfounded allegation that she le op 
poeed to individuality. In few respects 
is her spirit leas understood. Not 
being of the world, and yet bt-lng iu it, 
the Catholic Church is continually mis
judged and condemned by the world. 
To be sure, Catholicism represents in 
religion collectivism, and Protestant
ism exaggerated individualism. The 
latter, having no bond ol union, has long 
felt the weakness of division. The for 
mer is so welded in its parts that both 
stability for the whole and protection 
for the individual are guaranteed, that 
it may both endure through all age» 
and preach the gospel to the little ones 
ol earth. No institution displays such 
strength and pliability as does the 
Catholic Church. It faced undaunted 
the frowns of Usman emperors in the 
years of its childhood. It was the only 
ark of civilization when the flood of 
Eastern barbarism swept over Europe. 
It has outlived the terror of later revolu
tions, and there is no reason bo dunbb 
but that the Catholic Church will be 
the only power fit to cope with Social 
ism or to find a solution for the prob 
lems which crowd more and more upon 
the thought and activity of civilization. 
The other proud attribute of the Church 
li that she reaches down to the indl 
vldual with an tfliiaoy unequalled and 
an extited appreciation of his worth 
and destiny. Her gifts are the same 
for all—king and peasant, master and 
servant, rich and poor, learned and un
learned. Her sacraments arc not par 
tial, nor are her fountains closed. 
Freely she has received, freely she 
gives. The same waters of baptism 
flow over the head of the prince as 
over that of the lowliest in the land. 
The words of pardon are as ready for 
the repentent poor as for the softened 
rich. Nor is there different food at the 
holy table for celebrating priest or 
faithful layman, it is the ministry 
itself, they say, as if the channels had 
not to bo systematized. Even then 
there remains the power of sanotifica 
tion possible if Christ wills it and the 
good faith of some simple soul requires 
it. As an ordinary dispensation the 
Church with its ministry is the wonder
ful system instituted by Christ for the 
sanctification of individual souls. Then 
the wind of objection shifts. It is nut now 
a question of justification or sacramints: 
i5 is a question of free thought, which, 
it is said, is restricted by the Church. 
That the Church teaches that private 
judgment, in interpreting the word 
of God or articles of faith, should 
yield to the Church, is freely 
admitted. Every Catholic believes 
that Christ has instituted a ministry 
which is competent to teach authorifca 
lively—competent because Christ gave 
it power to teach all truth and to pro 
tect it frem all error. This may be re
striction in the sense that it is the 
guide and the supremo judge ; but it is 
not restriction that the individual 
Catholic has not perfect freedom to in
vestigate, to study and devise plans for 
purposes he may select. It is a pro 
tection against error, an economy of 
thought and energy, light in darkness, 
and the highest evidence of truth. 
But this yielding to authority is men
tal slavery, ruinous to all mental 
vigor. Tuts is the next objection.

From an hlstorioal standpoint we judge 
the very opposite to be the case. No 
teaching academy, no system of philos 
ophy has been so unrestricted In inves
tigations as the Oitholio Church. Being 
divinely conitltuted, she Is not afraid ; 
she leaves the human mind free to dis
cover and defend the truth on all sub
jects. All she Insists npon are the fun
damental principles of religion and 
morale. If men run aoroee these they 
will be arrested ; not because the 
Church will not tolerate truth, but be
cause she will not tolerate error ; not 
because the Church Is deepotie, but 
because of her unflinching care of that 
deposit of all truth which her divine 
spouse entrusted to her, and because of 
her maternal love for her Individual 
children.

MIXED MARRIAGES.

The Rev. J. G. Inkster, Minister of 
the First Presbyterian Church of this 
city, preached lately upon mixed marri
ages—a subject not often treated in 
non - Cath »lic pulpits. Much more 
rarely in it treated so fairly and pm 
dently. There are points in the report 
which are strangely out of touch with 
what his heareis and all others had a 
right to expect from one who regards 
the sacredness of home and the indis 
solubility of marriage with the respect 
so elcqutntly expressed by Mr. Inkster. 
We refer especially to the conclusion, 
in which the gentleman’s stand is : 
MI will not oppose mixed marriages 
when I am convinced that the divine 
sentiment of love has been kindled. ” 
For our part we most candidly sbonld 
not wish to be a judge in Israel If we 
had to decide upon that point. Even 
if the witnesses be placed under the ster
nest bui d of telling the truth, the whole 
trulU and nothing but the truth, they 
are giving evidence in their own case. 
And what is most usual in these cases 
is that the youog people are fully im
pressed that nothing could be more 
divine than their mutual affection, 
whilst in reality no hicg is more human 
or more subject to the vicissitudes of 
life. When, In speaking of matrimony 
as sacred, we coLfase it with the “ di 
vine” element in love-making we are 
too ideal to be practLal and more 
sentimental than real. The evil of 
mixed marriages lies in the point which 
Mr. Inkster justly magnifies, viz , their 
threat to the sacredness of home. 
This sanctity is no mere sentiment 
based upon the so-called “divine” 
element of the natural affection be 
tween man and wile. It is based upon 
a much more solid foundation, and 
looks for Its guarantee and conserva 
tion in the consecration which He alone 
can give, who gives to the justified 
soul or the hallowed hearth their 
sanctification, peace and strength. 
Union is needed — and union upon that 
most important question, religion, its 
belief and practice. Christ came to 
sanctify the World. His Blood was to 
redeem the individual and to save the 
home from the devastating angel of 
death. In order that society might be 
sanctified, the family, which is the unit 
and fountain of the social stream, was 
consecrated. The natural contract 
was raised to a sacrament, rendered 
indissoluble and made tv find its type 
in the union between Christ and His 
Church. Bride and spouse are to seek 
their perfection in the love and rever
ence which they are to have for each 
other, and in the highest sacred trust 
of procreating children and educating 
them. No such honor belongs to an 
other, in the fulfilment of which 
tftbk lies cooperation with God, 
Gjd the Creator, God the Redeemer 
and God the Sanctifier. It needs char 
actor to do all this, as it needs char 
actor to pats through life with the 
earnest conviction that we are some
thing more than meie grains of sand 
upon the shore of time, to bo blown 
about by wind of feeling or tossed by 
the waves of restless change. A home 
needs union of religious belief ; for 
where children see division they be
come careless and indifferent. Dis 
putes, if each party is sincere, are the 
increasing cause of trouble and the 
aftermath of the exaggerated sentiment 
of hopeful youth. If the Catholic 
Church has a certain horror for mixed 
marriages it is not without reason, 
lior wide continued experience teaches 
her that there is always danger to the 
faith of the Catholic party—and the 
Church is never able or willing to more 
than tolerate that condition. That 
marriage is so frequently a failure, that 
families so seldom receive the blessirg 
of God, is due to many causes, to none 
however more commonly than that the 
sacramental character of matrimony 
was ignored in the start of life and 
religion minimized by the careless ex 
ample of a divided couple. What 
should bo a shrine of prayer and love 
becomes the abode of discord: the tem
ple of God's handiwork is turned into a 
hall of human sentiment, exposed too 
often to passion and separation. Mr. 
Inkster’s intentions are better than his 
principles; for his mutual love theory 
contains in it a vice Into which his
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leanings toward, Calvinism a, a Pres
byterian minister would likely lead him. 
Where mutual love la wanting, or 
alterwurda found to be wanting, marri
age ihould oeaue, and divorce would 
be legitimate. Christian marriage 
proceed, on the assumption that mao, 
with the grsee ol God, Is free to love, 
and can love, and faithfully perform, If 
he chooses, all that 1» Implied In the 
marriage oontraet. Calvinism In feet, 
If not In nine, denied free will — end 
the “divine” sentiment whleh Mr. 
Inkster expects to led before oeosent- 
ing to marriage does not depend npon 
free will. He would thereby reject 
marriage, In the Oitholio sense,, as 
no justified by the religions theories of 
love so common to the non Oatholle 
world.

A SOCIALIST'S CRITICISM OF A 
PRIEST S ADVICE.

Calgary was lately the scene ol a 
controversy brief in detail bit inlloa- 
live of consequences which should be 
noted and laid to heart. I ; seema that
ths esteemed Superior of the Oolite 
Fathers at Calgary, Father Jan, 
deemed it his duty to warn from the 
pnlplt Ms flock against Socialism. 
The occasion was a referendum vote 
which was to be taken by the trades- 
nnlons of Calgary whether they 
“ would adopt the Socialist platform 
and become part and parcel ol the 
Socialist party." Father Jan, In a 
letter to the Morning Albertan, ol Cal- 
gary, gives his reasons for his warning ; 
for, as he says, the Chnroh la In cor
dial sympathy with the working classes 
bat mistrustful of the stand taken and 
the theories advanced by Soolalists. 
One difflonlty which Socialism presents 
Is made most manifest In this In
stance. There Is nu one who can speak 
officially for It. If any one critioiaee It in 
press or from pnlplt then some dema 
gogne protests that the critique Is a cal- 
nmny, that Socialists hold no snch 
theory. Fr. Jan writes : “Socialism Isa 
theory which permits of many Inter
pretations, a subject which assumes so 
many shapes,shades and forms. Some 
Socialists advocate revolution and des
truction of the social fabiij ; others in
vade the Held ol religion and advocate 
the destruction ol Christianity as op
posed to progress : others again advo
cate "free love,’ which means the des
truction of home: and still others preach 
dissension among employees, hatred of 
employer and destruction of property." 
These were some of the reasons whieh 
rightly led this zealous priest to warn 
his fleck of the dangers larking in as 
sooiatlons which openly advocated or 
furtively inculcated any such anti- 
Christian principles. Nor will Social
ists And it easy to clear their skirts 
of these most uoj actionable tenets, 
which are advancing step by step, and 
laying hold ol nnsnspicioui minds. So 
far Socialism Is destructive : Its only 
constructive plank Is national owner
ship. This Is at once a contradiction, 
lor It admits the principle ol owner
ship, simply transferring the right of 
property from private individuals to 
the body politic. To bring about this 
change another difflînlty is encount
ered. The property must either be 
purchased or taken by violence. The 
latter Is nnjust and the former Im
practical. National ownership cannot 
confine Itself merely to property which 
is productive. What is to be done 
about Church property, whose produo 
tion can hardly be classed amongst 
worldly goods t Here we turn to the 
point we had first In mind. This short 
controversy shows how religion would 
be handicapped if society were recon
structed upon socialist lines. Police 
vigilance, lest religion should make the 
least objection upon principle against 
interlerenoe, would be relentlessly 
carried out. Worship would be limit
ed to private prayer ar.d morality 
stripped of truth, justice and charity. 
Priestly guidance would be looked 
upon with suspicion, whose least 
suggestion would ba oh eked by force, 
Father Jan's critic flies ofl at a tang 
ent, as If wrong were done the Social
ists of the vicinity and as if the pulpit 
had been used for wrong purposes. 
What had better be done is to carry 
the war Into Africa—give these Social
ists of Calgary charge after charge of 
their false principles and ill-timed 
theories. If the countless acres of the 
vast West are not broad enough to 
hold a contented and industrious people 
—with homes for centres and their re
ligion for consolation and strength— 
we have no hope In Canada at all. 
One class we do not want—the discon
tented sowers of demagogic discord. 
Whence they come wo know not, nor 
do we cave. We do not want them : 
they are no use to themselves, to their 
fellow workmen whom they mislead, or 
to tho country which they injure in
stead ol improving. There is no 
strain in this now country between 
capital and labor, unless merely temp
orary ; but there is room enough for 
both to advance their own interests 
and at the same time serve the coun
try. There is not a single sere or a

town lot where there ought to be room 
for discontented, on patriotic Socialism.

AN ITALIAN ROMANCE.
The Church continues to aflord In

exhaustible material to the writers of 
romance. From the harmless story 
whose psgee ere adorned with history 
end gently colored with mild sentiment 
to the prejudiced tele whose plot Is lsld 
In seendal and whose development Is 
relish lor morbid eurloslty ; from the days 
when the Obureh was chiefly In the 
palace ol theCœisrs and theCataoombs 
down to the present time, its clergy, lte 
onttoms, Its liturgy have been the 
sour re from whleh writers innumer
able have drawn their pletnres. 
Some are good and will survive: 
e few should be found In every 
library : many are lit only to be bnrned. 
We see the notice of a new one: “The 
Soul ol e Priest." That Is quite a 
taking title. Psychilogy is a favorite 
theme lor modern novelists. Whether 
It Is that hlstorioal subjects are ex
hausted or that readers are becoming 
students of mental science and 
metaphysics, we cannot say. Novels 
are tending away from the old lines into 
the more abstract and hazy pathways of 
unreal psychology. Good may come 
from it, for in few subjects do so many 
errors abound in non Catholic schools 
as in this and its kindred studies. 
Good came oat of the historical 
sketches, travestied though they were, 
which Sir Walter Scott drew of the 
monasteries. It may prove the same 
with these psychological romances. 
“ The soul ol a priest "is, however, lets 
a piycbologleal study than a concaten
ation of misfitting links in a chain of 
ealnmny against the Church. Morbid 
ly colored, it gives a religions and 
social picture of life among the upper 
classes in Italy generally and the oit ei 
ol Kome and Milan in particular, It 
mistakes national enstoms and habits 
for religion- discipline. The story is 
that of a boy, Rena o Rinaldi, whose 
father had formed a marriage tic convert 
once. His wife provtd to be a heart
less courtesan. They separate. Toen 
the boy is entrusted to some monks for 
his edneation. Under their influence 
he resolves to become a priest—a pure, 
good lad, enquiring in mind and upright 
in conduit—Independent of spirit— 
he advances, and at the end 
ol his course takes npon himself the 
burthen of the priesthood. It is then 
his sorrows begin ; he chafes under it, 
finds worldliness in quarters where he 
had expected heavenly unworldliness, 
and worse, perfidy. The dissuasion Is 
thrown aside, he breaks the bonds 
which hold him enthraUed. That 
picture absolutely unreal as it is, may 
suit the romance reader—but it cannot 
be top severely condemned. Marri
ages among the upper classes In every 
land present the serions objection 
that they are frequently made lor con
venience. Tne laliane are an afl ictlon- 
ate people, ao that the parente ol this 
boy are by no mends a type from which 
to judge the rest. What we condemn 
is more especially the boy's career. 
In the first place it is unlikely, and in 
the next place it Is falsely attri
buted to the eeolesiastical system 
ol the Church. No institution is 
so careful about trying her candidates 
and explaining to them the di IB oui ties 
of priestly life as are the monasteries 
and the formative teachers of the 
clergy. As the critic In the Ottawa 
Journal, reviewing this book, says: 
11 Surely no Intelligent person to day 
believes that any Christian Church 
wilfully misleads or degrades its own 
o oleeiastics, or holds its followers by 
immorality ; still loss that it agrees 
certain sins may be condoned and re
peated in consideration of the social 
standing of the oflender. Yet these 
things are specifically charged against 
the Chnrch ol Rome In this book." 
Our people cannot be too careful atout 
the b’oks they read. The grand old 
Chnroh is always a target for scorn, a 
problem npon which the world delights 
to exercise its skill without regard for 
truth, justice or logic.

ANSWERS.
1.

The following has been sent ns : “If 
a couple are married before the judge 
without being married before the 
Church, and alter that separate again, 
Is there any contract before God or 
only in the eyes ot the law ?"

if either or both of the couple in 
question are Catholic the marriage is 
Invalid. Not only can they separate, 
but they should separate. Tne civil 
law cannot aflect the validity of the 
sacrament. F rom lu»t Sunday, through
out the Catholic world whore there is 
no matrimonial sacrament, there is no 
matrimonial oontraet.

Another correspondent writes about 
the Indulgence granted last fall bfp the 
Holy See to the faithful (duly disposed) 
both at the consecration and Mass and 
at the Benediction ol the Blessed Sac
rament, who, gazing at the Sacred Host 
exclaim: “My Lord and my God.” 
Our friend says that some pastors recom

mend to remain “ with heal erect and 
looking towards the saered species dur
ing the entire consecration, from the 
first stroke of the bell, to the last rlcg- 
log, when the priest genufleets after 
replaoir g the ohallee upon the altar, In
stead of bowleg In adoration.” This 
seems to shock deeply-settled habits of 
piety. No moment la more appropriate 
lor adoration. We can hardly think 
that these good pastors wish to dimin
ish the fervor of the aet of adoration 
even when advising their people In the 
mnnner mentioned. The exelsmatlon 
to whleh the Indulgence Is nttaehsd Is, 
ns our friend knows, the net of faith 
made by St. Thomss the Apostle when 
onr Lord appeared and he pat his finger 
Into the wounds. In that faith was 
adoration, and In that adoration sorrow 
lor his unbelief. It seems to be the 
pions wish ol the Holy See that as we 
look npon our Saviour standing in onr 
midst we make the same sot ol fait*’— 
bowing down In soul If not In body. So 
far as the Indulgence itself is concerned 
It Is not necessary to keep erect during 
the whole time.

SEEDLESS OF THE DAY OF 
RECKONING.

A lady correspondent draws onr at
tention to deplorable conditions which 
exist In her neighborhood. She states 
that many fathers of families are not 
only addicted to the drink habit, but 
that they bring whiskey into their 
homes and drink it immoderately In the 
presence of their children. Thia 1» 
truly a very eorrowfnl condition. It 
cannot be possible that these heads ol 
families ever take thought ol the dl-« 
astrons conséquences which must of 
necessity be the outcome of such exe
crable conduct. Bad enough la it that 
they are to be seen at time»—only too 
often — disporting themselves In the 
bar-room with boon companions, spend
ing their hard earned wages in a way 
whleh brings them but misfortune and 
poverty and dU honor—bad enough Is 
it to see them fuddled from partaking 
of the cup that brings but mental 
and physical disorder— but infinitely 
worse is it that they should bring into 
their homes lor consumption at the fire
side intoxicating beverages. The chil
dren— keen-witted an d i m pression able— 
will not fall to be infected by the hor
rible example which their father has 
given them. True, the children may 
be young, too young, he thinks, to take 
notice ol such a thing, Bnt he is mis 
taken, and, as tho years pass, more and 
more will this bad example become im 
pressed on their minds, and when the 
boys are emerging from their teens the 
memory of the lather’s mode ol living 
will come to them, and the bar room 
will be (heir resort also. “ Their 
father did It " will be their excuse, if 
any one upbraids them for their con
duct. "Their father did It "will be 
their refnge when conscience becomes 
troublons. Perhaps one of the saddest 
sights in the wor d is the home of the 
drunkard. In the early years 
of their married life only too 
many men tipple occasionally. A 
drink once In a while with a friend, 
just for friendship's sake, in the saloon, 
begets the habit. In time the drink 
becomes more frequent, then the bottle 
is bought and the drunkard's home is 
In course ol construction. We strong 
ly advise both yonng and old to leave 
the bar-room severely alone and keep 
intoxicants ont ol their homes. They 
serve no good purpose. The home is 
infinitely better without them. Those 
who ambition to have a family worthy 
the name of Christian—those who look 
forward to tn?cess in life, with children 
surrunnding them who will bring them 
honor—should lead sober lives and give 
their little ones, both by precept and 
example, a schooling in those Chris
tian principles which go to make the 
manly man and the womanly woman.

DEATH OF FATHER IIEENAN.

The news of the death of the good 
Vicar-General of Hamilton dio.eae, 
Rev. Father Heenan, will be read with 
the utmost regret by many priests and 
people, not alone of Hamilton diocese, 
bnt of the entire province of Ontario. 
Far beyond a generation was he a well- 
known figure in Hamilton city. la the 
busy world of puli tics and commerce, 
of striving to gain prominence in the 
lime light, to be talked of in print, to 
be petted and pan-pared as one ol the 
world's notables, he was practically 
unknown. That was not his world. 
The kindly advice to the wayward, the 
helping hand to the needy, the uplift
ing ol the fallen ones, tho preaching 
in season and out of season of Christ 
and Him crucified, the self denial be
coming a follower of Jesus of Nazareth, 
the caretnl administration of chnrch 
affairs, constituted the world’ol Ham
ilton's Vicar General. He has gone to 
his reward. Tears in plenty will be 
ehed’for the missing one and the poop'e 
will offer fervent supplications to the 
Most High that the soul of him who 
waa always a good shepherd will be 
given a high place in the kingdom ol 
Oar Father.

IS HOME RULE SET BACK AO aie }

Speaking at a meeting, of the United 
Irish League, on the 15th, Mr. John k 
Redmocd, the Irish l’atli.mrntarv 
leader, »ld the changes In the Mi/ 
istry resulting Mom the assumption ol 
the Premiership by Mr. Asquith hsd 
involved en alteration ol the attitnde 
ol Ireland toward the Liberal pan, 
and he did not think that IrUh voter! 
could support Winston Churchill in tbe 
approaching by election at Manchester 
Continuing, Mr. Redmond declared 
that “the ettltnde ol Mr. Asquith and 
Secretary lor Ireland Blrrell towaru 
Home Rale was a direct ehallenge to 
the people of Ireland, nnd he warned 
Mr. Asquith to remember the late ol 
Lord Rosebery. Ireland herself would 
here to force the Home Rule question 
to the front at the next general elec
tion."

This statement ol Mr. Redmond is a 
timely one. It la qnlte proper that he 
should give warning to the Prem
ier and to Mr. Winston Churchill that 
the late ol the new ministry may de. 
pend upon Irish votes and :that unless 
Hume Rule, under the new order ol 
things, Is kept In the forefront, the 
Asqnlth Government may fall and 
another general t lection become neces
sary.
^ It may be a few years more ere 
the boon for which the Irish people 
have so heroically straggled will be ac
corded them, bnt Home Hole sppea/s 
to be in the air In good earnest and in 
the near loture we may ex ect that 
happlneaa, freedom and contentment 
will be'the lot ol the Irish race, mil. 
lions ol whom have been scattered the 
world over because ol tbe tyranny and 
outrageons exactions ol the heartless 
and Idle foreign owners, by law only, 
of the Irish soil. They have not, how
ever, yet given up the straggle, and 
we may expect that every conceivable 
scheme will be employed to sow dlestn- 
slon amongst the people ol Ireland, 
which, if successful, will once again 
relegate to the distant future the créa 
tion of a Parliament In Dublin. A gen
eration ago, it will be remembered, the 
prospect for Home Rule was bright In
deed, bnt the Phoenix Park tragedy 
came, like a bolt from the sky, to kill 
the hopes of the Irish people. Per
haps it will never be known who were 
the real conspirators in that awful 
crime, but this may be said, that the 
Nationalist party were entirely blame- 
less. They were the greatest sufferers 
and it would be ridiculous to suppose 
that they had any pari In it, unless on 
the assumption that they desired to 
commit political acicide. Tne Sinn 
Fein movement appears to be the 
latest device of the Dublin Castle 
faction to create diannion In the 
Irish racks, but that mnshroom 
growth has almost disappeared, and the 
“ Weat Britons" have been foiled once 
more. “Unity," “Unity" should be 
the watchword iu every corner ol the 
country. Those who would endeavor to 
raise dissensions in tbe ranks ol the 
Nationalist party should be branded 
and treated as false to their country. 
They will crop up from time to time. 
It behoves the Irish people to watch 
them, and treat them with that acorn 
which they deserve. We may be thank- 
(ul that now there is not a a ripple ol 
dliconteot in the «olid phalanx behind 
Mr. John E. Redmond,

MORE TIME TO THE STUDY OF 
RELIGION.

In the course ol a vigorous pastoral 
letter on “ Modernism " Bishop lled- 
ley ol Newport, V. ales, urges the 
faithlul to give more time and thought 
to the study of religion.

It is a rare thing, says the Bishop, 
to find Catholics in these days who 
have any grasp of the length and 
breadth of their own religion. This is 
a great misfortune. In simpler days when 
there were fewer books and no news
papers, the elementary notions ol Chris
tianity sank into the mind and heart 
and entered into the very substance of 
thought and intellectual life. Now, 
our creed and our faith have to fight 
with every kind of error and with 
every variety ol speculation. The 
minds of men are preoccupied, and 
Qjd's science finds no room. That is 
the reason why educated Catholics in 
these days have to learn their religion 
well. Trnt, a Catholic can be a good 
Catholic and yet be quite unlearned. 
Tho poor and the workers are not ex
pected to sit over books or to go to 
school again. Yet it must not be for
gotten that in these days even the un
learned read. And if they read at all- 
they must not neglect to read about 
their religion, or else they lose hold 
on their religion. They mast not neglect 
to attend sermons and instructions, or 
else the little information they ac
quired in their school days disappears, 
and the religions feeling they had au 
children fades out ol their hearts. 
But for all, except genuine working 
men and women, much more than this 
is absolutely needed at the present 
day. They may learn a good deal from 
the instructions of the Church. Butt 
they must also read, thick and study. 
They must follow their faith into its 
details. They must explore the riches 
of their inheritance. They must dig 
for treasure, and take palna to gather 
the harvests that the Lord has sown. 
Thus only can the holy religion of 
Jeans Christ take real possession of the 
souls which He has redeemed with Hie 
precious Blood,


