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established in Canada for fare benefit of British, ex­
porters. Canada has fo ifteen official commercial 
agents in the United Ki 
single Government

from 32.54 per cent, /fo 20.23 per cent. In North - 
Carolina there have been forty convictions under the 
law in four years, and many prosecutions with no 
convictions; but the prosecutions were excellent 
deterrents, for we are told: “The operation of the 
law has been entirely satisfactory to the citizens of 
the State, as well as to the insurance companies. 
Nothing will do more to lessen the fire waste and 
reduce our insurance rates.” Favorable reports upon ‘ 
similar Acts have been received from officials of 
other States. Unhappily, in the State of Washington 
the Legislature makes the law inoperative by failing 
to appropriate any funds to carry it into effect.

The States\ from which we may best learn how 
valuable fire marshal laws have been are probably 
Massachusetts and Ohio. We are in correspondence 
with the authorities of these States, and hope tpre- . 
sently to obtain from them recent statistics of the 
results of the enactments. Meantime wé remark that 
the report of Mr. Charles W. Whitcomb, of Boston, 
State fire marshal, before the fire underwriters of the 
North-West in 1895 was reprinted by the Mutual 
Fire Underwriters’ Association of Ontario in 1899 
as part of a pamphlet, compiled in 1898 by Seneca 
Jones, Esq., of Hamilton. There were also obtained 
from Mr. Whitcomb by Mr. Jones valuable facts and 
figures as to the satisfactory results of the law as 
lately as 1898. During the year 1897 there had been 
fifty-six arrests and forty-one convictions under the 
Act, and the
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a list of the advantages tlm would follow the estab­
lishment of a properly organized British Bureau of 
Commercial Information
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competition with United Sjites, German, Belgian and 
French firms; it would H<|p to keep British 
tractors informed of Ca 
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medium of information herfelcomparable to the High 
Commissioner’s office in Lindon, as used by Can­
adians for statistics, trade réjgûrts, and trade enquiries. 

If the British exporter ilesires to sell<goods in 
Canada he will have to leafi.1 He will have
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some trouble. I he L nited,States have learned and* 
have taken trouble for many y Lars. And this is one of 
the reasons why for twentj pears that country has 
been selling to this country jjiore than Great Britain 
does. Up to 1882 or thereafcut, Great Britain’s ex­
ports to Canada were greateijlhan those of the United 
States. But in every year siqre that date, the United 
States has sold more to us tjfcan Britain. In each of ' 
the last si* years the exporté pi the United States to 
Canada have exceeded $1 «>,000,000. 1__
Britain’s exports to us in thejlrst of these years 
$44,789,000, and in the last, rthmely, igoc thev 
only $60,342,000.
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percentage of incendiary fires in 
Boston that year was only y/2 per cent., whereas in 
former years the average percerffage throughout the 
State had ranged from 35 to 18 per cent. It was found 
in that year that one-third of the total number of 
incendiary fires were set for the purpose of de­
frauding- insurance companies; 9 per cent, from 
motives of rpvenge; 2 per cent, from insanity ; 
cent, from pyromania.

* * m 1\si.

> ASCERTAIN THE CAI SES OF FIRES.

I'll: \ear by year we are ^«jcustomed.^to read the 
I « tabulations made of the fire Botes in this country, and 

- , startl,ng enough th. figurés j*e. Now and then
hear of the arrest of a fire-’Ug, which gives us an 
inkling of the number of jilcendiai'y fires in our 
midst which are not detected., (h many wavs and at 
various times ihe devastating wrought by fire is ! 
brought to our attention, bill, we Canadians have 

een strangely remiss in mak àg any resolute, united 
effort to put a stop, to it. Thfefseems to be nobody’s “ 
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I lie Ohio fire marshal began his work in 1899. 
Fi\e \ ears thereafter, namely, at the close of 1903, 
he says : The average annual fire loss of the State is 
$7,000,000, the result largely of ignorance, careless­
ness and incendiarism. Of 999, “unknown” losses 
449 should be termed incendiary. The number of Such 
losses occurring in 1901 was 292; next year it was

In several of the ' TTnidil ^ , -22 ' the ncxt year only *90. The motives of 689ot t*ie United § States moderate but - incendiary fires in that State
-.very satisfactory progress Jiasjœèn made in the direc- follows :

tfon of redyeing the fire loss Oljough the appointment
"o£ fire marshals. Th M^jsàchusetts ’ insurance
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1 classifie^ aswere

To defraud insurance companies
/ For revenge or malice ____ ...

Mischievous boys.......................
Pyromaniacs .' .. ; ..........
Intoxicated persons . .
To avoid ôr secure work.......

468/. r«port for 1895 says I Ssage of the act ex­
tending the jurisdiction of t|e| Boston fire marshal

1 °.ver t^le "'^ole State is one dflthe wisest and most 
economical appropriations e\fe| made. The Insur­
ance Reports of New Ha 
Minnesota, all recommen- 

f lators a fife marshal law.
But to come down to a ^altr day. In the year 

19O5 the fire marshal system |yas in operation in Persons arrested charged with
thirteen States and the Distf-i* of Columbia. The Fled State before
Mates, referred to ire Massiclfesetts, New Hamp- VVere bound
sliire, Maine. Connecticut. Keith Carolina South Were indicted.................- Pen;„yl,»„U, 4fmgton, £££ .“I....................
Louisiana, Alabama. MissisfpiL and Ohio The Convicted............  ...........

..............in the State of Maine 1 that), «king a period from , -.........V* 7

. £$&£%% tt “rtr r rtr of »'■.»• 7^. ^ ,h„ ^year* bv vear. down to no nir Xnf in I ' 2Î the .Pros^t,on of ar^n is not simply to convict
same period fires from unvJL ^ Ï th>. ^ «J»* but to Protect t*e community bv making

unknown Jatises were reduced conspicuous the result of wrong-doing, thereby de-
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