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established in Canada fori Zluc benefit of British, ex-
porters. - Canada has folgteén official commercial
agents in the United l\’ii%dum, but there is not a
single Government agent §or Great Britain in the
length and breadth of Cuni{fﬂu. Mr. O’Hara has made
a list of the advantages that would follow the estab-
lishment of a properly urgj@pizcd British Bureau of
Commercial Information |ig¢'Canada, among which
are that it would berefit tle British exporter in his
competition with United Stdtes, German, Belgian and
French firms; it would Hélp to keep British con-
tractors informed of Canm@lian contracts, most of
which ' go to the’ United Si“tc.\: and it would be a
medium of information herg#comparable to the High
Commissiongr’s office in Iifgndon, as used by Can-
adians for statistics, trade re gorts, and trade enquiries,

[f the British (-xporter’p‘i“l}csircs to sell‘goods in
Canada he will have to leat )..” He will have to take
some trouble. 'The United|®tates have learned and
have taken trouble for man_\""{hars. And this is one of
the reasons why for twentyFyears that country has
been selling to this cmmtr)"‘im)re than Great Britain
does. Up to 1882 or thereafjout, Great Britain’s ex-
ports to Canada were greater ghan those of the United
States. But in every year si‘;zix:e that date, the United
States’ has sold more to us fan Britain. In each of
the last six years the exportdgof the United States to
Canada have exceeded $1(,000,000. 3ut  Great
Britain’s exports to us in the|first of these years were
$44,780,000, and in the last, {mmely, 1905, they were
only $60,342,000. 8 :

ASCERTAIN THE CA;:T?SES OF FIRES.

£

Year by year we are :ni’ustulm‘d"tu read the
tabulations made of the fire Iass in this country, and
startling enough th. figures 4re. Now and then we
hear of the arrest of a fire’blg, which gives us an
inkling of the number of i cendiary fires in our
midst which are not detected.{En many ways and at
various times the de\'astatibé wrought 'b.\' fire is
brought to our attention, buif, we Canadians have
been strangely remiss in makjns any resolute,- united
effort to put a stop_to it. 'I‘lliS%SL‘(~111s to be nobody’s
business. ' §

In several of the Unitefl§ States moderate but
very satisfactory progress has lé‘én made in the direc-
tion of redycing the fire loss Ih"»n}\'h the appointment
of fire marshals. The .\hg\achuwtt\ insurance
report ior 1895 says that thel assage of the act ex
tending the jurisdiction of theg Boston fire marshal
over the whole State is one «)f}tllc wisest and most
economical appropriations eve# made. The Insur-
ance Reports of New Hampshige, Maryland, Illinois.
Minnesota, all recommended y(‘;rs ago to their legis
lators a fire marshal law. T B

But-to come down to a lafer day. In the veat
1905 the fire marshal system ;ji\'as in operation in
thirteen States 4nd the Distfigt of Columbia. The
States referred to dre Massaclisetts, New Hamp-
Nogth Carolina, South
Wasfiington, Maryland,
\labama, \lvx\\ii];éi and Ohio. The

and the effottsSof marshals under it

Pennsvlvania.
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from 32.54 per cent. 40 20.23 per cent. In North’

Carolina there have been forty convictions. under the
law ‘in four years, and many prosecutions with no
convictions; but the prosecutions were excellent
deterrents, for we are told: “The operation of the
law has been entirely satisfactory to the citizens of
“the State, as well as to the insurance companies.
Nothing will do more to lessen the fire waste and
reduce our insurance rates.” Favorable reports upon
similar Acts have been received from officials of
other States. Unhappily, in the State of Washington
the Legislature makes the law inoperative by failing
to appropriate any funds to carry it into effect.

The States\from which we may best learn how
valuable fire marshal laws have been are probably
Massachusetts and Ohio. We are in correspondence
with the authorities of these States, and hope pre-
sently to obtain from them recent 'statistics of the
results of the enactments. Meantime wé remark that
the report of Mr. Charles W. Whit¢comb. of Beston,
State fire marshal, before the fire underwriters of the
North-West in 1895 was reprinted by ‘the Mutual
Fire Underwriters’ Association of Ontario in 1899
as part of a pamphlet, compiled in 1898 by Seneca
Jones, Esq., of Hamilton. There were also obtained
from Mr. Whitcomb by Mr. Jones valuable facts and
figures as to the satisfactor results of the law as
lately as 1898. During the year 1897 there had been
hfty-six argests and forty-one convictions under the
Act, and the percentage of incendiary fires in
Boston that year was only 3% per cent., whereas in
former years the average perceritage throughout the
State had ranged from 35 to 18 per cent. It was found
in that year that one-third of the total number of
incendiary fires were set -for the purpose of de-
frauding. insurance companies; Q per cent. from
motives of revenge; 2 per cent. from insanity ; 1 per
cent. from pyromania.

The Ohio fire marshal began his work in 1800.
Five years thereafter, namely, at the close of 1903,
he says: The average annual fire loss of the State is
$7,600,000, the result largely of ignorance, careless-
nescf and incendiarism. Of 999 “unknown” losses

449 should be termed incendiary. The number of such

losses occurring in 1901 was 202: next year it was
222; and the next year only 190.. The motives of 689
incendiary fires in that State were classified as
follows :

To defraud insurance companies 468
For revenge or malice S . . 110
Mischievous boys vove 2B
Pyromaniacs . . covessisabesssinwers: BB
Intoxicated persons ke s v a'h o060 : 28
To avoid or secure work L OB e oD sen ¥ oe ow 18

The number of fires investigated in*1903 was
1,664. In connection with these there were:

Persons arrested charged with. arson......, 91
Fled State before arrest . ) 5
Were bound over to grand juries 46
Were indicted T ¢ . 76
Acquitted S . 12
Convicted e ele alos 36
Committed to -asylums o s 9
Pending trial at this time 27

Mr. Davis, the marshal, declares that “the object
of the prosecution of arson is not simply to convict
the guilty, but to protect the community by making
conspicuous the result of wrong-doing, thereby de-
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