
W: TFfïT; ? p. " y.4^»*v'^-• ; .■■;■ ■ ' '■ ' • "

THE TfePto WITNESS AND CATHOLIO CHRONICLE.

THE COMING IRELAND.
I B

By JUST 11ST McCAETHY.

(From the Fortnightly Review,)
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The coming up of a new Ireland 
la an event the approach of which 
Is beginning to be recognized by all 
Intelligent and thoughtful minds at 
the present day. A new Ireland is 
about to grow up out of the wreck 
and welter of the past. I shall not 
In this article invite my readers to
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long centuries to extinguish it, and 
it burns now more brightly than 
ever it did before. Wo have ample 
evidence of this fact, if only in the 
immense success which has followed 
the movement in Ireland for a re­
vival of the Gaelic language. That 
movement at its opening was com-
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vôîve the°Yny SUbje? WhiCh in- rc8ardcd as the well-meaning
olve the_ discussion of party poli- and romantic attempt of a few en-

tics, and I shall treat of Ireland and 
her prospects merely from the point 
of view which any one, Irish, Eng­
lish, American, or other, might take 
when considering the prospects and 
the possibilities of the country which 
is the subject of my essay.

But I may begin by assuming as a 
principle that the coming prosperity 
of Ireland is to be associated with 
the maintenance and the acknowledg­
ment of Irish nationality. The most 
enlightened statesmanship of all 
countries has at last, I believe, fully 
and frankly given up the idea that 
any possible good is to be attained 
by legislative or other effort at the 
suppression or the extinction of a 
nationality.
I do not suppose that many read­

ers even in Germany are in the habit 
of studying at present the writings 
of Jean Paul Richter, and I believe 
that very few English or American 
readers pay attention to them just 
now. But Richter was a great 
thinker as well as a romancist and 
prose-poet, and he has said many 
things which might have carried with 
them a lesson even for practical 
statesmanship. One saying of his re­
turns to my mind as appropriate to 
that part of my subject which I am 
now considering. -'Every tongue," 
says Richter, "is eloquent only in its 
own language, and every heart In Its 
own emotions." There, perhaps, we 
may find the motto for the principle 
of nationalities. Only within c.ur 
own times has the conquering power 
come to recognize the idea that «he 
greatest mistake conquest can make 
is when it endeavors to stamp out 
of the conquered race the sentiments 
and the sympathies of nationality 
Centuries of incessant strife have 
been caused in many an Imperial sys­
tem by the ill-omened and futile ut- 
tempt to convert all the populations 
into a mere monotonous reproduc­
tion of the ways and the sentiments 
which belong to the most powerful 
partner in the system.

English statesmanship is at last 
beginning to see and admit that the— ~ ------ «xsaxaiv tuai, me
Irish people must be allowed and en­
couraged to maintain their own na­
tionality if the island is ever «o be 
oroaperoua and if the Empire is ever 

' hev« Peace within its own to-

thusiasts to revive the dead, to 
biing back the past, to accomplish 
the impossible.

Not only in England, but even 
Ireland, most people thus for a time 
regarded it, only that in Ireland 
was met with a feeling of something 
like sympathy, or, at all events, 
kindly tolerance and a vague wish 
that it were possible to nope for 
some success. But the movement 

, has becn growing stronger and wider 
in its influence every day, and it 
may by this time be said to have 
touched the heart of the whole coun­
try. The literature of Ireland's past, 
one might almost say pre-histovie, 
days, has come up again alive and 
fresh, and young men and v omen in 
every Irish family are setting them- 
solves to make familiar acquaintance 
with the ancient language of their 
country. Now, if I were a British 
Imperial statesman I should regard 
this as a movement to be encourag­
ed in every way, and should feel con­
vinced that its tendency would be 
not to keep England and Ireland 
more apart, but on the contrary to 
unitfe them closer and closer in 
willing and therefore an enduring 
partnership

The coming Ireland is, I take it for 
granted, to be more thoroughly no- 
tional than ever. We have all road 
that there were certain classes of 
English settlers in Ireland during the 
olden days, who after a while be­
came more Hibernian than the Hiber­
nians themselves. These Englishmen 
and their descendants were, down to 
quite modern times, the leaders of 
every attempt made by thi frith 
people to resist the unjust and cruel 
laws passed for Ireland's oppression 
by the conquering race. These Eng­
lishmen and Irishmen fraternised be­
cause each understood the feelings 
of the other, and the Geraldines 
these English settlers were called, 
and the native Irish would have 
made Ireland a prosperous country, 
and a contented member iho Em­
pire. if only they had been allowed 
to work out the task for themselves.
I believe we have now arrived at „ 

[time when the great majority of in­
telligent Englishmen will be quite 
willing to adopt the principles and 
policy of the Geraldines, and to ba­

the qest in their power to make her 
a contented and prosperous member 
of the Imperial partnership.
I am drawn away from following 

in this direction my visions as to the 
coming Ireland by certain accounts 
which have lately reached me from 
which I learn that Englishmen are 
threatened with an Important, com­
petition in the creating and model 
ling of this new Ireland. This com 
petition, I have been assured, is al­
ready coming from across the At­
lantic. What do English readers 
think of Ireland’s becoming a trust 
in the hands of some enterprising 
American capitalists? The idea is 
somewhat startling, no doubt, and 
perhaps to many Englishmen might 
seem chimerical and even absurd, but 
we have lately seen wonderful things 
done for England, and in England by 
these adventurous and highly prac­
tical American capitalists. If Amer­
ican capitalists are to take charge 
of British passenger trafic on the 
ocean, it does not seem quite beyond 
the outer range of possibility that 
the same potent influence might 
quietly take in hand the creation of 
the new Ireland. Let us follow out 
the ftiea for a few mom$i$s, even if 
we should be inclined tQ -Indulge it 

somewhat fanciful style. I have 
been told that American capitalists 
have already fixed their eyes on cer­
tain regions and industries of Ire­
land, the development of which into 
an ever-growing prosperity and act­
ivity only needs the fostering hand 
of a well-endowed influence.

How if an American Trust were to 
be formed with the object of con­
verting Ireland into a smiling and 
happ3r pleasure ground for the recep­
tion of American visitors? How if 
the country's industrial interests 
were to be taken charge of by a syn­
dicate of American commercial mag­
nates in order that the face of the 
country should be made prosperous 
and beautiful, that the landscapes 
should be preserved from the build­
ing of overcrowded and ugly tene­
ments, that the noble ruins now con­
stantly threatened with modern in­
vasion should be kept in isolated pic­
turesqueness, and that a happy, 
thriving peasantry should greet the 
American visitor where now he sees 
only misery and squalor? It would, 
of course, be the purpose of my im­
aginary American Trust to maintain 
everything picturesque, beautiful, his­
toric, and national in the cotmng 
Ireland, and to prevent the country 
from yielding to the ugliness which 
commonly attends industrial pro­
gress in other lands.

The idea of many an intelligent 
Englishman of the present day is 
that the true way to make Ireland 
prosperous and happy must be to 
reconstitute her as much as possible 
after the model of Birmingham or 
Blackburn. The idea of my Ameri­
can firm would be to maintain her 
for ever as unlike Birmingham or 
Blackburn as she could possibly be 
maintained. This firm would natu­
rally wish to promote the speaking 
of the Gaelic language, because of 
the fresh and lively interest which 
would be given to the American vis­
itor as he met with group after 
group of educated Irish men and 
women discoursing in the tongue of 
the old Irish bards. Think of the 
exquisite scenes of hill and valley, 
mountain, rock, river, and ruin, 
which would thus be preserved for 
ever in their own isolated beauty, 
and for their own sakes. Even the 
Lakes of Killamey, that marvellous 
panorama of water, hill and foliage 
not to be surpassed in equal space 
by anything in Wordsworth's Lake 
country, or in the regions of Mag- 
fifiore and Como, have been again 
and again infringed upon by modern 
disprovements, and have been threat 
ened more than once lately with se­
rious and hideous invasion. Think 
what a resting place of beauty and 
peace, of poetry and fairy-like witch­
ery, might be made of these three 
lakes with their arbutus-covered hills 
and their musical cascades, by the 
care of some capitalist company who 
had secured the services of artistic 
subordinates to keep the whole re­
gion as a sanctuary from the incur­
sions and the appliances of modern 
civilization! Think of the “Pillar 
Towers''—the Round Towers of mys­
tic origin unseen in any other land!
Then there are the ruins on the Rock 
of Cashel which ought to be sur­
rounded by nothing but smiling 
fields, brooklets àndblumps of trees, 
and preserved as a plafce of poetic 
meditation for those wjho desire a 
holiday, rescued from/év?ry reminder 
and suggestion of common-place 
every-day work in counting house and 
on Stock Exchange.

I have myself a personal interest 
from early boyhood's memories Vith 
that Blarney Castle which one tan 
now approach by the help of a dese­
crating light railway. I think I 
should feel inclined to welcome the 
domination of the trust which secur­
ed the groves and the ruins from fur- 
tHer invasion and protected even the 
Blarney stone from being made the
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easy to go a little farther yet, and 
to get into the state of mind when 
one might consent to have the whole 
island consigned to the care of some 
protecting Trust which would pre­
serve it from being turned into the 
mere hunting-ground of the auto­
motor. Then I presume that this 
ideal Trust would greatly desire to 
restore to the landscape all the most 
picturesque pictures of Ireland's leg­
endary life, and to show us the 
gallow glasses in their yellow vest­
ments and with their spears talking 
in the language of their ancestors,
and possibly even—why not----- get up
for us on special occasions by the 
skill of modern art some such pre­
sentations of the fairy circle and its 
appropriate midnight dances as some 
of us oldsters used to see at the 
Princess’s Theatre in London, when 
Charles Kean brought out his fam­
ous performance of the Midsummer 
Night's Dream.

But I must pause in my imagin­
ings, and become more serious and 
practical or some of my graver read­
ers will begin to think that I am los­
ing whatever wits I may once pos­
sessed. I hasten then to say that I 
do not believe any American capital­
ists really nourish the idea of thus 
converting Ireland into a purchased 
or hired show place for the quiet en­
joyment of Transatlantic visitors. It 
may even be necessary to say for 
the satisfaction of such graver read­
ers that I would much rather have 
Ireland allowed to arrange her fu­
ture for herself, no matter with what 
difficulties, industrial, political, leg­
islative, and social she might have 
to contend, than to think of her as 
converted by any benevolent despot­
ism, financial or other, jnto a show 
place for the outer world’s holiday- 
mavers. But I have been assured in 
all seriousness that many American 
capitalists are already engaged in 
reasonable and laudable schemes for 
the development of Ireland’s indus 
trial and commercial life, and that 
if the British Government does not 
look to itself it will soon find Am­
erican infltrence much stronger than 
that of Britain over the Irish peo­
ple. As every one knows, we have 
now arrived at a great crisis in the 
life history of Jreland, and especially 
in the history of the relations pre­
vailing, and to prevail, between Ire­
land and the Imperial system. Ire­
land has for many generations been 
sending masses of her people » cross 
the Atlantic to find new homes un­
der the shelter of the American Re­
public. The emigration from Iv.sh 
ports and from Liverpool has been 
growing and growing with every 
year. The population of Ireland is 
now only one-third of what it num­
bered in the days of Daniel O 'Con 
nell.

The one great impelling cause of 
all that continuous flight of Irish­
men from their native country has 
been the existence of that trouble 
which is commonly described ns the 
Irish Land Question. Ireland is es­
pecially an agricultural country^ and 
whatever mining resources she may 
possess have never yet been adequate­
ly worked. The capacities of the 
country for the manufacture of 
cloths and stuffs and lace-work, and 
all other articles of the same ovdvr, 
was in former days deliberately and 
systematically discouraged, and even 
represser^, by the Parliamentary leg­
islation of the conquering race. Of 
course, all these ignoble and criminal 
systems of legislation have long since 
passed out of existence, but their 
evil effects are felt, down to o ar own 
day, among the industrial classes of 
Ireland. Therefore the energy of 
what we may call the working popu­
lation of Ireland has been confined to 
the. tillage of the land. The princi­
ples and the laws introduced by the 
Imperial Parliament for the regular 
tion of Irish land tenure were such 
as to make the Irish cottager a per­
petual pauper on the land which he 
himself was tilling. The greatest 
English political economist of mod­
ern times. John Stuart Mil,, declar­
ed emphatically in one of his books 
that the Irish cottier tenant was 
one of the few men in the world who 
could neither benefit by his industry 
nor suffer by his improvidence. The 
reason was plain. The whole soil 
was the property of the landlord.
When the Norman conquest was ef­
fected the whole land tenure system 
of Ireland was changed by a sort of 
revolution. Under the ancient na­
tional system there were lords of the 
soil, but the followers, or, as we 
might call them, the subjects of these 
lords were allowed to have their 
patches of land as their own pos­
session and patrimony, and to enjoy 
the benefit of whatever improvements 
eafch could accomplish by his own 
labor on his own scrap of soil. Un­
der the landlords’ system which su­
perseded this ancient principle of 
tenure, the Irish tenant held his 
land from term to term at the ab­
solute mercy of his landlord, and as 
soon as he began to make hie patch 
of ground become productive the- 
landlord raised his rent, and if he 
were unwilling or unable to pay the
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new tenant in his place. The com­
petition for land as the only means 
by which a peasant might obtain a 
chance of living was so great that 
it was always easy to find many 
competitors for every farm and every 
acre or quarter acre of soi.. The 
landlords of former years were not 
intelligent enough to see that by 
discouraging healthful industry am­
ong their tenants they were merely 
driving the more energetic of the ru­
ral population out of the country, 
and thus preparing the ultimate ruin 
of the landlord class.

We have had during later genera­
tions many legislative efforts made 
to apply some remedy to this terri­
ble national disorder, but no act of 
legislation seems up to the present 
time to have even attempted to deal 
with its real source. The one great 
change Ireland needed, so far as her 
agricultural conditions were concern­
ed, was the change which could set­
tle the peasantry on the l£d and

given of Ireland's 
working out of beneac^, 
in the proceedings of 11, ''e‘sl«io. 
National Convention iat,grcat 
Dublin. This convention ^ '*M 1»
up of representatives Z ",6"-
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give to each man the security that 
he and his family wore to have the 
benefit of their industry, their intel­
ligence and their toil. Even Glad­
stone's beneficent legislation did not 
go deep enough to remove the real 
troubles of the Irish land tenure sys­
tem. Now at last we have come sud­
denly to a period in the national 
history when the possibility of a 
peaceful and prosperous revolution in 
the whole system seems on the vérge 
of accomplishment.

The most important fact in Ire­
land’s industrial history for many 
generations has been the agreement 
come to between the representatives 
of the landlord class and the repre­
sentatives^/ the tenant class, as to 
the terms on which the whole land 
question of the country could be fin­
ally and beneficently settled. Some 
few years ago it would have seemed 
absolutely impossible to form in 
Pne s mind the idea of a conference 
of landlords and tenants coming to­
gether in Ireland to consider terms 
for an arrangement which should en­
able the landlord and the tenant to 
live together on the common soil, 
the landlord receiving his fair rent 
for the land which he owns, and the 
tenant having the secure ownership 
of the piece of land he cultivates on 
the condition that he pays a fair 
annual rent for the right of perman­
ent possession. This, however, is 
exactly what has been accomplished 
by the conference held between the 
authorized representatives of both 
classes, and by the terms of the 
agreement unanimously adopted. 
Even if nothing else had for the pre­
sent come of this conference, if the 
legislation founded on its agreement 
and introduced by the Conservuttx'o 
Government had been prevented by 
any unhappy mischance from passing 
into legislation, the complete settle­
ment of the whole Irish Land Ques­
tion must nevertheless be regarded 
as brought distinctly within our 
right. We now know what terms the 
landlords are willing to accept, and 
•ie tenants are willing to give. We 
know that both landlords and ten­
ants are agreed upon these terms:

this knowledge is In itself 
enough to satisfy us that the settle­
ment Is near. This is exactly what 
the world never knew before, and it 
opena for us that chapter of history 
which la IV.   3

this point
nt, promptly turned

the trouble of a division. Even those 
London papers which were most bit­
terly opposed to the whole princi­
ples and proceedings of the National 
Party, cordially admitted that noth­
ing could have exceeded the good 
temper, the intelligence; and the spir­
it of fair-play which prevailed 
throughout the two days’ discus­
sions. Some English visitors declar­
ed publicly that they had never be­
fore seen so great a popular assem­
bly carry on ^uch a debate jn so 
orderly and good-tempered a style. 
The saine kind of declaration is made 
in substance by an American and a 
Canadian who were present, each of 
whom gave his frank testimony that 
it would have been hard indeed to 
rival such an illustration of national 
capacity for oederly debate at any 
great popular assembly in the Do­
minion of Canada or in the United 
States.
I am not inclined to enter here in­

to any consideration of the purely 
political questions opened up by this 
universally admitted acknowledgment 
of the capacity for peaceful discus­
sion exhibited by the Irish Conven­
tion. I dwell upon it only as an­
other evidence of the coming of that 
new Ireland which it is the object of 
this article to anticipate. We used 
to be told, and most of us were com­
pelled sadly to believe, that the Irish 
landlords and the Irish tenants 
could never be brought to live toge­
ther on harmonious terms suitable to 
the promotion of the common weal, 
and that the Irish landlords must be 
deprived of their property or the 

’< Irish tenants must be driven, man by 
man, to seek new homes in America 
op Australia. Now we find that the 
chosen representatives of Irish land­
lordism, including some of the most 
distinguished noblemen in Ireland, 
and the representatives of the Irish 
tenantry, including some of the most 
advanced and unyielding Nationalist 
politicians, have been able to meet 
together in a long conference and 
come to an absolute and friendly 
agreement.

Thus, then, as it seems to me. can 
we see the advance of the coming 

ad. That Ireland is io be in 
the future the home of the Irish 
people. There is no other future for 
the Irish people which any true Irish-
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