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the man» of wage workers who are not 
lightenment will spell emancipation fromw 
ery.

The Buzzer” says she consequently received an 
average annual return of 3.6

investment of $145.00. This is quite true, 
but she did not pay that sum to the company : the 
stock was sold on the market and she paid $14:* to

no more than

per cent, on
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sjrrK are becoming used to the s,»ht 
W Socialism-* the public pr„, 
next thing will be that the bewilder 
the news items will themselves institut, 
as to the meaning of the wonl that i, alwavslT* 
at them as something so very terrihl, ***'' 
meaning so hurtful to them ami their 
life that it «ill destroy their honte life *r j 
to fterish their every good impulse and 
healthy life.

A Journal of History, Economics, Philosophy, 
and Current Eventa. the private stockholder who paid 

' $100 for it. So that all the B. C. E. Ry. has to ac­
count for is $100, and with that amount at its dis-
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ence between these rates of interest, 
concerns have always been anxious to h:de away 
from public knowledge the actual figures of therr 
returns, and this is only a local example of a careful­
ly presented statement, which, however dexterous its 
figuring may he, yet show* that the workers of 
that company presented to somebody who did not 
work for it value to the amount of $62.

827 tu,
r.otioe 4

VANCOUVER, B. C., SEPTEMBER 1st, 1920 The world-wide movement that i* emhra^. 
Ih.- wonl SociwUam may be understood \)y 
will learn, by all who are willing to *EDITORIAL undertake*]
examine the developing stages through which*, 
iety pa sees m if* struggle to 

Socialist* explain their

So that
THE POOR INVESTOR. ' the actual sum missing is $62.

And who “missed” it! The street railway 
«-orkers.

grow and expusd. 
present surrourdim 1

through the historical method; that it, Uny^l 
ine the past in onler to understand the pretest agi 

the condition* from which it

QOME folk with a taste for statistics and a point 
i3 of view of their own to advance, are able to 
turn figures upside down and arrange them so to 
their liking, that we sometimes think there must be 
a charm in arithmetic which our school days failed 
utterly to bring home to us.

As for instance “The Buzzer,”—presumably the 
“Official Organ” of thb B. C. Electric Ry. Co., Lim­
ited.

THE WAOl SLAVE. grew.
Socialists maintain that the ideas prmlfst « 

any stage of society are basedX order that human needs may be satisfied we 
carry on what ia ‘usually referred to as wealth 

production. This is the process of producing food? 
clothing anil shelter for the human family.

The methods employed in thi* wealth production 
have varied with the different period* and stage* 
that society has passed through in it* development. 
Not always had we the alarm e'oek to stsrtle us 
from slumber, the steam whistle to prompt u\aa to 
time, nor the gigantic machinery we use today in 
our labor.,

But while «he forms under which wealth has been 
produced have changed, Ahere never has been any 
process whereby the needs of homankind eoubl be 
satisfied without labor. From nature the material 
has been obtained wherewith to fashion and 
struct all things useful to roan, that is, ohtain-d by 
the hand of labor. Nature provides the needed ma­
terial and labor monlda it to suit the requirements of 

. mankind.

upon and f hup j
with the method* used in that stage to ohua t* 
necessaries of lift, which* are usually sumruna* 
as, food, elothing and shelter.

The average man today know* that «teaa uj I 
electricity were not always used i„ the labor p* 
cess of society in all its stage* He know* tut a 
century or more ago erode tool* were employed à 1 
production. Within his own time he ha* eo uaj | 
labor replaced by machine, and he hi»

It regularly presents in each issue a formidable 
array of figures which would demonstrate to vouylf 
you didn't know better, that the matter of owning 
a street railway and electric lighting system is a 
thankless and unprofitable task, undertaken first 
in order to meet the needs of the people, and then 
to pocket an always negligible profit, but this last 
only if such should happen to be left over after 
expenses are met and the system kept in good run­
ning order.

“The Buzzer” is printed in green'ink, and that’s 
appropriate anyway. We don’t mean appropriate 
to its casual readers either, for in spite of the quite 
commendable advantages that accrue from an aver­
age school education, the apprentice on his way
“home” from the slave pen, knows well enough i„ -, , .th»t “Th» Tt,„,»,” ;= i ♦ v •. . * ,n P4** «rateras, men have been able to produce
that The Buzzer is intended to show him how .l-;- • •* „i • ....„ ...... „„ ... , for tbe,r individual requirement* by .thesr own ef-
if he considers1 himself" dTn bg ofNll ïhTcrodh ch^rae Jri^ï by P"TJ' °- •"“‘l* ,;rod,,ction “ They are learomg. or they «> l k»

way"! t0 8 SqUirTe! f°r maDaging to thf workers arJdepe^den^o Lh'otherTn re*1 du'ee wbLViT TpradLIT

But we set out io admire the arithmetic under , v w k , Society develop*. It haa <levelo,»,l tod.) te *
the eantinn “Mi*in®_eos sn “ xv Rut al1 do not work- have classes. An era- «ill social production.
Mrs Blank of Liveroool bought » * Plo-vin8 c,ft** *nd an employed claaa. The employ. Socialism i* the soeial ownership of the nce-M

LMatSfÎTÎLiï Z'lZ'Z,he TUh ..................« -** p—.course, saved a little money Abv her work ” But 7*. , 7 °F Wa*e-"ork,n* c,e” OWn ««thing
for that $100 worth of stock she paid $145 because " oft7 '^ Power which they sel' to the own-
it was then at a premium. SincJ then she has re ^ °f W'*Uh Produ<’f,°»-
reived an average annual return u abor-p>ower or energy ui spent in the process of
an investment of $145. So there you are. ° " °" wcalth Prod,,,*tion- The worker sells this energy npHKRE appeared in the “Industrial I]

In the first olace von are i i 4v ,n ol^er to °ktam food, clothing and shelter, and he -l “News” (Detroit), official organ of the 1
the street railway company’s owners are a“mould- bUt * ^ '***' L U” * diw*",‘eion uP°n ,hr *"d *
ed after the fashion of Mrs. Blank (who raved her foî! is to^/” "“T COneUnt and <*-•. industrial «mon
$100 by her work), and you are supposed to feel f, mUCh “ h® ean-,° hi* «"'W * P«-requi*ite to the attainment of Soeisli^m.
sorry for them because they carnfot ^lize more ^ “ p<*w,b,e- Hui employer’» in- The discussion, which ran through three - ^

material substance than 3.6 per cent upon the labor ™• ? “ V “ P°wiMe’ Hie enr* Mey 15th* MeX 22nd »"d Julv ,0,h 192"
of those who run and operate their railway L f nrofiT^The Uying h,a. ,ab0r*P0Wrr ix to real* l7Pen ,he ef,it6r “* V' New!,•’' M,n V". S™ . !b#
for them * # pmfit. The wage worker u not paid for his K 8. Faulkner, who is a regular contributor!

Let’s look at Mrs. Blank’s case again. The par- 1 P<lid f°f lahor P°Wf>r' «» maintain rolumns of the CLARION,
agraph says her stock was bought at a par vaine of ,h» „h« 8'7'"c ™°a|nt “ m«a,red ot commodities in The subject matter of the diactwanm is wr!l 1 
$100, and that she paid $145 for it, as it was re- h ** ° 'T ' ** "thmg. and *he,ter- The wage* and the diaeuwioo has happily been carneil
garded as a gilt-edged security in those days (1908). J thTniTd.îIt ï*®! °1 ***** thing*’ and °Ut renrour and wi,h an <‘vi,lrnt ,lffor1
Today, because publie utility securities are not good nrodnet^f h; i L h<L-heS n° The ^«rough mutual understanding,
investments or “for some reason,” her stock is the machin» * * ? a °n®B h,s maater> who ow,m' However, although Me^vvn Smith ha* now f 
,.«h oti, M9.50-.nd » «. h... ,h, c.ption— ^ ^ PrM-1C- d.pnr,.d frm„ tt.JT.IM Stele*, or b*. ^ »

to inf., tint tt. B C E B. h ^ * ,U"' "e O"*""- -«• U»n ,by ,he «r “y
Co. received «145 for ttnt .tock,'md th.t iTb« 71,8 *"n>1'" kelw’«* «• hi* muter. 11 ><,lun„r,ly." b, bn*, independrnl ol »
paid it» return percentoge upon tint- baais Here i , "TT * ln*u',,med U-rnngh tbe -X .Hogrther. re.ig.ed ■» editor of thr ' I. <
.re the column,, - P'o-Wm. of lnhor. dutoring biturlf in diu^rment -rdh .be

1908 ------------------*0.00 ,914 ------------------- 08.00 u.i.f.‘eti.7 1 U- C^tioe ,nd eoneeptinn*. Hi, letter

ÎK........-%......... ” ••-^•-•vVr.^rri.ibLnr” ......... ................. -...
»Î2 iizz: m m«-------------------2 ‘t•,• ““ °po,‘ *• -h**"- '"'v view'"
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aeeuslometl tn entering a factory, workshop, «$ « 
mine that he ha* not considered or qtie*ti«wd tàt I 
matter of the ownership of these 1too!i of pis 
duetion"' which he must have seer** to in onkra
live.

The employing class are the owners of tbe » 
ehinery the wsge workers operate. Property »«* 
ership is tbe keynote of the system. And the p» 
news, the lat,-s, moral precept* and the functm i 
the State generally, operate in stirb a wsy tut 
will tend to render secure thst private property 
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worthy of‘
Mervyn Smith’s open statement i*

1 nn h™, 7 ■ ^ “r V!at COnfront8 wage worker who man whose mind ia not closed to the light of ***3.00 bonus » conscious nf b„ position * tt. e-digbtenmrn, „„rieDM ,n,«. **

1919BB: .3.00 dividend
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