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white Plowing1 and Furrowing.
Farmer’s Advocav " :of plowing a moist soil by being able 

plow more easily, and not be required 
necessarily exert themselves.

J^et all farmers who

advantages 
to draw the being followed, Editor “

Conserving moisture in dry weather 
crops is quite a problem,

to 1111- with grain 
where the cultivatori since 
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plows going, and not only cTestroy^anf of Them 

worst weed enemies, but make fall plowing 
pleasant and easier task for both

cannot be kept going and 
been done.

undvrdraining has 
In most cases such land has 

been seeded far too wet or too late in 
a good crop, and unless

Dry-weather Crops. no
either 

season for 
season

btlitor “ The Farmer's Advocate ” :a more 
man and best. 

" MAC."
It is a timely question both in Ontario and

crops
a very favorable 
to suffer

Western Canada, how to produce good ensues, the crop is 
from drouth.

surel. a great deal 
If too late seeded, the crop is al­

most sure to suffer likewise, as the growth is not 
rank enough to protect the surface from drying 
out too deep, and the crop suffers from the effect. 
If, on the other hand.

without sufficient rainfall.Favors Good Honest Plowing.
" The Farmer's Advocate " : t IS a very pleasant sight to see good

Judging by results these last few years mois- am'.neat’ well‘kePt farms. A drive through such 
ture is more necessary to produce good crops than * distnct would be a fe»st for the eyes, but this 
ferti ity. I he question of retaining the soil iS rarely to be found- Some farmers do not have 
moisture is very appropriate at the present time. £ood cr°ps because they do not try 
It has been said by eminent agriculturists that perhaps, the main 
there is enough moisture in the soil through melt- side of the road 
mg snow and rain during the fall and winter to 
produce and mature good crops, without any rain­
fall during the growing season. Be that as it 
may, we do know that much can be done by bet­
ter preparation of the soil to produce 
crop, irrespective of the
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it was too wet when 
. the tramping while working on it leaves it 

in very had condition to stand the drouth 
and also in had condition for 

as if not seeded to clover, it is 
lumpy, and is hard to
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sure to plow 
work.- It is needless to
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Therepoor. is certainly such thing

magic farming, but there is such a thing as 
giood farming," and it embraces

no
very

a good deal.
When the farmer really understands why he follows 
certain methods, and finds the results gratifying cultivator 
in larger yields, he is encouraged to continue 
scientific work, and thus farming gives him pleas 
ure.

say anything about root or corn land 
generally understood that the constant

, as it is 
use of the

a good
season.

°ne P°lnt brouSht out by your article en- 
titled Dry-weather Crops," ,s that a good deal
of mischief has been done in recent years by shal- 
lovv plowing or skimming, which I believe' to be 
only too true. I am satisfied that the farmer 
who plows his land shallow and works it shallow 
is assisting the water to evaporate from the soil. 
Surface cultivation is all right, but there is a 
vast difference between the good old honest sys­
tem of cultivation and the so-called surface culti­
vation. It also seems to me- that the quicker 
get rid of this shallow plowing idea, the better it 
will be for ourselves. Deep plowing is all the 
more important, when we consider that it has its 
advantage in a wet season, as well as in a drv 
one.

is the only means 
the moisture needed for the

of retaining 
crop, but, with grain 

crops, the preparation has to be made before sow-
Now, coming to the question of cultivating the ciL^e^X'^ev«'ryfhing'beffig equj? ctn 

so,, m very dry weather to help a crop of corn he counted on to give the best yiek, o graffi 
or beans, we must accept what scientists tell us. Where no underdraining is on the farm th ,T

P:aCtlCC;and, WatCh the reSUltS- F- be got dry enough coLffier^T

quent cultivation not only conserves moisture, but plowing good even ridges not too wide about 18
W °WS Ï6 " *? — . «*> *he “»■ B» UH" «-*. -it!, pl.„,y of w.L furrow, »™

the organic remains of former crops and and good ditches to carry the water 
manuring are oxidized, the nitrogen being con- water furrows will fill in 
verted into nitric acid. ing the, field in spring, and will

It is a question with me whether spring plow 'th T T ^ °f Cultivatin* in dry finery and they will have acted a good part
ing will not conserve more moisture and produce , Z by the lncreased growth of the crop. Not through the winter and early spring. So put in 
a better crop qf spring grain than the system so °n'y .ls ’ but 11 lS a sP^ndid preparation for the plent-v of them ; it is time well spent. Now 
much in use of simply cultivating and harrowing following crop. Plow down a clover sod for with one field, at least,
the ground plowed in the fall before sowing. On beans. Cultivate and keep clean, and you have early start in the spring, try the old plan of
haveTX thlS s?&aon (a. very clry °»e) an ideal preparation for wheat. A clean corn plowing after harvest, and wdrking it down to
TowinTTas T, ° TÎZT 7here, the SpHns fleld> di8ked aboUt three or fouF inches deep the kill weeds, etc. b W" f°
n ten ™ g “oïo the b6St reSults' A fleld following spring, will yield a larger crop of oats twitch-grass
o ten acres was in 1J10 manured, and rape sown, or barley than if the field was plowed.

ls was fed off in the fall, and about two acres seen this tried in former years and to-dav I
plowed, when frost put an end to the job. The point to three fields of oats prepared as menti

a ance was plowed this spring, and the whole above, and they are the best-looking oats in
sown w.th barley. That sown on the spring- district. The earliest sowed fieldT the best of
plowed ground came up better and kept the lead the three,
all through the season. It was about six inches 
longer, and much better headed than the other, 
fffi another field, where corn and roots were grown, 
last year, the corn ground was plowed last fall, 
and worked up in the usual manner this spring.
I he root ground was plowed this spring, and well 

harrowed and rolled.
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No better plan is known for 
Then, late in the fall back-furrow, 
or, rather, drill the field up, same 

as for roots, by making a drill with every furrow 
The water gets oil this land very early in spring," 
and the fiost has left the high furrow very fine 
and mellow, and it readily works down to a fairly 
level surface. This field can he sown early, and 
will stand a lot of drouth and not suffer, provid­
ing it has had plenty of cross furrows through the 
drills to carry off the surplus water, and was also 
cross-.urrowed again after seeding. The extra 
work given this field will pay well, and also give 
a fairly clean field. It helps do away with the 
summer fallow, which is too expensive, necessitat­
ing two years for 
for that.

I have as if is called 
can

It is very plain that a man cannot farm 
year at a time, 
future, and make 
the next.

one
He must always work for the
one crop prepare the soil for 

It is good practice to seed do'wn all 
wheat and oats with red clover, 
needed for hay makes good fresh pasture late in 
the summer, and enriches the soil when plowed 
under in the fall.

What is not

The results in this
were even more pronounced than in the other.

Perhaps some of your readers have had similar
TTTT + T fth‘S rCSrr|t We are tol,i that on When speaking of the preparation of soil for 
?o / den/h1 !drmS. of the lUnite(1 Ktates Plowing spring grains and wheat, I did not mention the 
to a depth of sixteen inches is quite frequent. application of manure, as it is understood that to
, amri,(ll,m;r,W; be tbC ab,lity t0 hold water b’ct eood crops, any soil should he rich in humus 

, h 1 than where has a dePtb of Generally speaking, it is impossible to get a soil 
four inches ? WM. ELLIOTT. too well supplied with humus.

Waterloo Go.. Ont. Would like to a,1 vise every farmer to get a
copy of " Warrington’s Chemistry of the Farm." 
It is simple and to the point. I shall be glad to 
read others' opinions on this subject in your valu­
able paper. S. M. PEARCE.

Elgin Co., Ont.
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It is a very economical ma- Life is too shortone crop.nure.too 
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The roller is a very useful implement, hut 
should be used before sowing. If used after sow­
ing, the harrows should follow it, so as not. t.o 
leave a smooth surface. Good honest plowing, 
with well-shaped ridges not over 18 feet wide, 
with plenty of water-furrows well cleaned out, are 
great advantages, as the surplus water has to get 
off very rapidly in order to get the land in shape 
to make a fine seed-bed, the most essential part 
in retaining moisture later on for the 
crop,
and the top soon helps the roots.
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White Grub Fungus.
growing 

more quickly, 
But the sur- . 

I,lus water has to be gotten off quickly in order 
to have the land work right, and it must 
right when sown, or the crop will suffer if the 
season is dry. JOS. DOUGLAS.

Brant Co., Ont.

Editor “ The Farmer's Advocate ” :
as the grain germinates

I have read with much interest, both last sum-
thenier and this, the various letters regarding 

white grub, which does so much damage in 
places.

ninny
Two or three years ago the June beetles 

were very numerous, and it was feared much dam­
age would follow, but, strange to say, this 
mer it is seldom we find a white grub, 
a fact not generally known, that a paras R"* 
lows these grubs, and, unobserved 
time, the grubs are destroyed. 1 
it may he so termed, is found a 
grub on the hack, just behind the head, 
purple color, and looks like the sprout 
dahlia bulb, only much smaller.
[liants grow till the grub is consumed, and 
the shrivelled skin remains.

Concerning Farmers’ Wages. work«ifÜ
Editor “ The Former's Advocate ” :

Having noticed in your
There is ago, an article comparing farming and railroad 

wages, f thought I would give an account of 
brother’s earnings.

paras I ", if of age, and has worked 
school.

paper, a few wee' :ssiim-

ful my Fall Plowing and a Fine Seed Bed.lie is now twenty-fourfrom tune to years
at home since he left 

At eighteen years of age he began 
receive wages at $200 a year.

Editor " The Former'll Advocate ” :
to 1 o the 

It is of
to I cheerfully comply with the editor’s request to 

send in a note of observation in relation to meth­
ods of tillage and crops in

Two years later
of a be invested his money by making first payment on 

These curious a small adjoining farm worth $1,500. 
only "iv father worked these two farms 

These plants may rented farm—in all. 200 acres—for 
attain two inches in height, and even appear above 
1 he surface of the ground.
of food. If it were possible to start this remedy 
at will, white grubs would soon disappear.

The late I)r. Fletcher explained this some years drains and buildings, 
ago, after his experience with the Hon. Sydney doubled, 
fisher's lawn, at K no wit on. which was entirely out of the place, besides making material i in- 
destroyed by the grub, when they in turn fell vie- provements on the home farm.
* ims of the parasite, and were seen no more.

I am inclined to think thal the same thing hap­
pened here last year. 1 have never found hut one so. my brother does not go to the city and spend 
specimen. I’. I*. FOWLER. a large sum on a " blow-out " every little while.

I 'id a railwayman e\er buy a farm hv 
years’ labor ? If anyone did. I would like to hear 
it. T see no reason win tins should not he dupli 

Efforts have been rated many a time on 1 lie rich farm lands of On 
t ario.

, as 
aich 
nils 
the 
and 
lep- 
the 
hat

the present season, 
which was remarkably warm and dry in our lo­
cality during May and June.
18th), the oat field on which

He and 
and another At this date ( J une

four years 
1 lur-

was grown a big 
crop of corn last year makes a fine showing both 
for straw and grain, 
strip cm one side was plowed about six inches 

The oats on the spring-plowed 
part have not done nearly so well as the 
though plowed about the 
equally well worked otherwise at seeding 
It was all seeded to clover, and what has arrested 
my attention particularly is' the fact that the 
catch on the strip plowed in the spring has had'a 
hard struggle, and may y»t, he a failure, 
on the other portion of the field it has 
splendid start.

About $100 a year was spent in hired help, 
ing these four years the farm has been [laid for, 
while similar pa\ ments were made on the home 
place.

It soon dies for want All excepting a narrow
of This place has been improved by fences, 

so that its value is nearly 
My father lias kept a fain il \- of

deep last fall.
•mi- rest,

same depth and allsix
an
the
idy

t ime.
Of course, this; took hard ' work, though 

work short hours, even in the busiest time.
we

be- AI
so while, 

made a
So far *s my observation goes 

on a clay-loam soil, good fall plowing is the best 
preparation for spring grain in a dr\ > ear, with 
the most thorough preparation the seed bed can 
be given.

the
.oil
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not

! Note.—The parasite t< 
fers is

which Mr. Fowler re- 
no doubt the white-grub fungus < (’ordyeeps 

r.iveneili), which is usually a potent cause in the 
suppression of tile white grid), 
made in the [last to cultivate this fungus, without 

In France, some years ago. a fungus

six

irt X F. OBSERVER.
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