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conditions at the start, the quantity soon mounts
up to an allowance that, a great many feeders
would not care to dole out in this country.
Where the cattle are to be fed for 6 months, 6
weeks should elapse before the animals are 'put
upon full feed. In the ll}eantirx1e they should
pave plenty of roots and silage, clover or alfalfg
pay, and failing these some nitrogenous concen-
trate.

The quantity of grain that should be fed per
steer must be decided by the man in charge. He
must be able to detect am animal as soon as it
is not right. Underfeeding and overfeeding can
both be read in the individual steer or heifer if
the herdsman knows his business. The steers re-
terred to in a preceding paragraph were getting
9 quarts of chop, 1} 1Ibs. of o0il cake, 30 1bs.
gilage and 21 1bs. of roots each after the first
month, and in addition to this their hay allow-
ance was increased till they received about 10
s. per day each in the last month. So long as
a steer will consume this amount and keep his
appetite keen he is not getting too much; many
gteers will handle even more grain. Cattle fat-
tened in the Corn Belt of the United States are
fed very liberally, but much of the corn passes
through them undigested and is later picked wup
by hogs. Kven in Canada in many' cases steers
are followed by pigs, and where corn is fed it is
not a bad practice. Oftentimmes the pork alone
is a very large part of the profits which accrue
trom the feeding operation.

MAKING BABY BEEF.

Whole milk s one prime essentlal in making
baby beef. However, it is usually necessary to
relieve the dams of some responsibility and force
the calves along with grain and roots or silage.
Finely-ground oats and bran are very good at
first, and the calves will take to the mixture at
a tender age. OQil cake meal will be found useful
in this case, but it should not be necessary to
continue the bran any length of time, for the
young calves will soon learn to eat roots and
silage when oat and barley chop with a handful
of oil cake will encourage the production of flesh
and supply all necessary ingredients. There is
no reason why a portion of the ration should
not be ground wheat. It ‘s fattening, but at
the same time it is very appropriate for growing
animals.

Last June on a Middlesex farm we saw g very
nice lot of baby beeves ready for market. They
were about 15 months old and would weigh ap-
groximately 900 Ibs. each. During their life-
time they got very little hay, silage being the
chief roughage. Mixed grains or chop were fed
&8 soonr as the calves would take to it. Young
steers and heifers in the stalls, at that time
about 5 months old were getting 2 Its. of chop
per day, and this would be increased to 6 or 7
bs. daily during the finishing period. Through-
out the lactation period the calves were allowed
to suck, and this nourishment combined with
¢hop and silage resulted in ecomomical beef.

WINTERING STORE CATTLE.

Store cattle should not be allowed to stand
still as regards growth and gains during the
winter, neither should they be fed expensive feeds.
Roughages such as silage and roots should form
a large part of their daily meals, and with plenty
of these they should assist in cleanfing up consid-
erable straw or poor-quality hay if it be on
band. We have seen steers and heifers that
butchers would not reject in the spring wintered
on such a frugal fare as roots and good oat
sttaw. They would have dome better no doubt
with some chop or good clover hay, but those
Commodities were not available for that class of
Stock and they did well without them. With a
liberal allowance of silage and some dry fodder
8teers and heifers wlll come through the winter
Quite satisfactorily, but if substantial gaine are
desired g little chop will give good returns.

eat in such g case would be Very appropriate
for It is this class of cattle kind that can utilize
it to best advantage. The stock would be mak-

Ing bone and muscle, for which reason , wheat
Would be one of the best of grains to feed. It
should be borne in mind, however, that wheat

alone is not so good as when mixed with corn,
%ts or barley. Alone it is pasty and sticky in
the mouth, and when in use in this stable this
Win'ter, especially for growing stock, it would be
Wise to mix it with a small quantity of oats or
barley such grains as can be spared. With
f&ttc'ninu cattle it should not form so large a
Percentage of the ration as is recommended for
store cattle,

A newspaper report from Boston, Mass., claims
that four-fifths of the milk consumed 1n that

City comes from Canada and the adjacent states
in tank cars, and in consequence cows are disap-
Pearing irom the state hillsides to the extent that
there ar: now only 50 cows to every 1,000 of
the Pornilation of »the commonwealth. The 1'>rohf
lem hg. got into politics, the republican v&n(h{iatc
for governor having promised comstructive legisla-
tion, if .lected. that will be fair to the consum-
e and «ncourage the state live-stock industry.
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The Institute Problem
Editor “The Farmer’s Advocate’’ .

In g recent issue of **The Farmer’'s Advocate’’
you 1_nv‘1tp a discussion of the proposed re-
organization of the Farmers’ Institutes or the

forming of the proposed County Boards of Agri-
culture.

Anything Pertaining to Farmers’ Institutes,
which have contributed so much to the prosperity
Qf the rural community in the past, should be of
mteljest to all agriculturists. That lnterest in
Institute meetings is waning seems, on the sur-
face, to be g fact. In mary cases this is so, and
yet in others, much interest is yet manifested; at
any rate it seems so to me, although having had
but limited experience in Institute work I find
that in the older, more thickly-populated districts
interest has waned, but not so in the more we-

mote and comparatively thinly-populated = dis-
tricts. In these places interest is shown by the
nulinbers attending, and by the many questions
asked.

It seems to me that there are several reasons
for the lack of interest in these former districts,
among which might be mentioned the following :
1, the influence of the press; 2, lack of numbers
owing to rural depopulation; 3, lack of ample re-
wards in farming.

In the first place we find our agricultural
papers, in ever increasing numbers, being placed
inn the homes of most of our farmers by a per-
sistent number of canvassers and otherwise.
These papers contain all the up-to-date literature
and findings in science in regard to agriculture,
so that it is very difficult for institute lecturers
to bring anything new before an audience.

Then perhaps we forget that there are not so
many rural dwellers now as there used to be.

Our Lady of the Snows.

A Canadian stream wrapped in its winter cloak.

The number of discarded churches and schools
are sad reminders of this fact. Therefore, there
are not so many to attend our Institute meet-
ings. In this township can be coupted block
after block of onme thousand acres being worked
by from ten to twelve men.

The last regson is the chief one, however, and
is the cause of the second one. 'The rural prob-
lem is purely ecomomic. There is an fimportant
work ahead of the new Government Commission,
to find out what is the matter with Can-
adian agriculture. If they find out, as many of
us are convinced, -that farmers are senougly
handicapped by our economic laws, and can in-
duce the powers that be to remedy the matter,
then the Institute problem will also be solv(.ed.

Perhaps there will be a difference of opml'on
regarding the third reason, viz., that Iax:ml_ng
does not yield sufficient returns. The majority
of us are engaged in mixed farming, and must of
necessity continue so. How many men on the
average farm are making any more wagos than a
good hired man ? A good man receives by the
vear three hundred dollars, w}th his hna_rd and
washing thrown in, if living with the family, thus
costing the farmer about five humlrl'_d d')]lar.s
Now, how many farmers can show an Increase }n
ten vears of five thousand dollars. Perhaps in

viz.,

come cases we may, if we count the inc.roasml
value of land. The fact remains that if our
children and women folk received wages for th"n
work thev do the farmer in many cascs would
have nothing.

Now, in view of this fact, i8 it any wonder

that interest in farming itself is waning, and . if
interest in farming wanes, how can it be main-
tafined in Institute work ? ’I‘hn' question then
naturally arises : Are farmers being exhorted to

get busy and increase production, while our
Federal Government is allowing ,injustices and
burdens to be placed upon them ? Are we Leing
asked to swim with mill-stones gbout our necks?

My opinion is that so long as these unjust
economic laws remain, so long will farmers lack
interest in agriculture and in Institutes, but let
these be removed, then will people flock to the
Iand, interest will be revived, and there would
not need to be much of a change in Institute
work, unless it would be to employ more demon-
stration work and have lantern-slide talks.

With regard to the new scheme, it no doubt is
advisable in many districts. But why not have
the territory covered by these Boards -coincide
with the territory covered by the District Repre-
sentatives rather than according to the political
ridings. For instance, my own township is in
Russell Riding, but is tincluded in the territory
covered by the Carleton County Representative.
One of the objects of the new scheme is to de-
velop local talent, which would be a good thing.
It should also result in the discussion of and the
remedying of difficulties, which may be purely
local, and of which an outside delegate might
know ljttle.

Carleton Co., Ont.

JAS. F. FERGUSON.

About a Corn Experiment.

Editor .*‘The Farmer’s Advocate’’ :

In your issue of Nov. 11 you gave an account
of a test with corn grown for silage purposes. It
is not my desire to criticize I. B. Whale, who
conducted the experiment, nor to boom one
variety of corn more than another, but I believe
it Is important to look at such a test from as
many viewpoints as may affect its bearing and
value.

It is Inferred that all the varieties were
planted on the same date, or thereabouts; also
that they were all harvested on the same date
and in an impartial
manner. If the cli-
matic conditions
would have permitted
vou to have delayed
harvesting the Dent
varieties, your test
was very unfair and
could not but prove
fatal to the later-
maturing varieties. I
consider this part of
the test to be the
basts of merit,

It is needless to
note that had Quebec
Yellow been in the
test, it would have
caught Longfellow
napping, to say noth-
ing of the Dent
varieties, In the
seed corn beélt we

find that Longfellow
matures g bout ten
days earlier than
some of the Dent
varieties. The writer
saw last season some
Golden Glow, which
was grown at Hunt-
ingd®n, Quebec, and
which was quite well
matured. I would think that' almost invariably
Dents would be grown well up to maturity in
Middlesex county.

I am glad to note that the test was made In
a field. Too ' many tests have been conducted
with one or two rows of each varfety, as it is
generally conceded that g narrow strip of corn
never does well.

This test should induce growers of Dent seed
corn to select the earliest maturing strains of
each variety. I do not wish to be misunder-
stood, as I have always advised the growing of
such varieties as will properly mature, whether it
be in the seed corn or silage belt. Government
reports confirm the value of well-matured corn
for silage purposes. Tests and scales are very
Important factors in determining results.

Essex Co., Ont. ROBT. W. KNISTER.

[Note.—It was unnecessary to ‘‘infer’’ anything
as the corn was grown on our own farm ‘‘Weld-
wood,”” and it stated explicitly in the article de-
scribing the experiment that all varieties got exact-
ly the same treatment. They were all planted on the
same day side by side in the center of our corn
field and they were all cut the same day, Sept
28, at the time our corn was belng cut for
silage purposes, and surely as late as one could
safely leave corn on heavy land in Middlesex
county. We simply gave the results f the tests
as we found them, and think that our article was
fair to the varieties as they showed up this year
on our particular type of soil. The experiment
was carefully conducted and the results carefully
compfled. Tt is only one test. Others another
year might not agree with it. All varieties had
as many days to mature as we could give them.
Dents could not have been left ten days longer
Fditor.]
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