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lepers, and he recounts with horror the terrible scenes
he has witnessed.

“ Without wishing to impose my opinions on you,
he says, «I cannot resist the conviction that, apart from
divine will, this scourge of fallen man is a most subtle
poison introduced into the human body by transmission
or by direct contact, or even pershaps by prolonged coha-
bitation.

« But whichever of these suppositions is the more
nearly correct, when once the poison is fairly within
the system its action is so latent and insidious, that for
Some years, two, four, or even more—the unfortunate
Naaman or Giezi perceives in himself no change either
in constitution or sensations, His sleep is as refreshing
and his respiration as free as before. In a word, the
vital organs perform all their functions and the various
members are unshorn of their vigor and energy.

« At this period of the disease the skin loses its i
natural color, its healthy appearance, and is replaced by
a deadly whiteness from head to foot. This whiteness
looks as if the malady had taken possession of the
lnucous membrane and had displaced the fluids necessa-

Iy to its functions. Without knowing if tne leper of

the Orient possessess other external indications, it is

certain that in this stage the malady of Tracadie is pre-

cisely similar to the leprosy of the ancients. I mean in

the whiteness of the skin, In the second stage the skin

becomes yellow. In the third and last it turns to a deep

red ; it is often purple, and sometimes greenish, in hue.

In fact, the people of Tracadie, like myself, are so fami.

liar with the early symptoms of the disease, that they '
rarely fall into a mistake.

«Only one death has occured in the first stage. All
the other cases have passed on to the second or third
stage before death, and strangely enough, it has been




