THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

individual Christians, and all who, con-
scious ol thewr sins, feel the need of for-
giveness, mus wrestle with God if they
would obtain the biesings which they de-
sire.  Lhey must seek i sincere, down
right earnestness, and not quit pleading
until the glad respons: is heard: “Great
N tny tattag be e unto tuee, even as
thou wilt.”  When a person told a story
in o heartless way, Demosthenes said, 1
don ¢ ben ve you. Bat wiaen the story
was repeated wich great tavor, Deinos
thenes saud, “Now 1 do believe you.’ In
prayer, sincerity and e.rn stness wust go
band in baud.  Martin Luther was  so
earnest and persistent an prayer that
used o be sad o noa, be woald not be
aemied.  Wion scodnd was an danger
of becoming Popish, of beng dominated
by the Loman heaschy, John Knox
prayed most mightily for its }reservation

“ i the Protestant  fuith. “Uive
Seotland,” he ploaded, or 1 die”
prayers were auswered,

Prayer is the believer's vital breath, It
is the arm by which he hangs on the very
neck of the Almighty. It is the key
with which he unloess the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and the exhaustless troa
sures of the God of all grace and consola
tion. It brings strengih to the weak,
riches to the poor, groce to the fe ble,
and salvation to the lost. It makes man,
created in the image of God and redeem
ed by the blood of Christ, full-orbed, en
thusiastie, strong But it must be the
earnest prayer of an earnest life.

Multitudes have experienced the power
of prayer—earnvst, persevering, importun
ate prayer—when in answir to their sup-
plications, blessings vich and full  have
come. This was Jacob's experience; this
was the experience of the poor woman
of Canaan; this was the experience of Lu-
ther and Knox, and a long list of great
reformers and preiwch rs, and devoted
“hristians! and their experience may be
onrs if like them we wrestle with God,
“and give Him no rost, till He establish,
and till He make Jerusalem a praise in
the earth.”—N. Y. Christian Intelligen-
cer,

His

CHOICE THOUGHTS.

A Christian away from the bible is like
an army away from its buse of supplies.

Do not despise any opportunity because
it seems small, The way“to make an op-
portunity great is to take bold of it and
use it.—Bacon,

Though you and I are very little be-
ings, we must not resi satistied till we
have made our influence extend to the re-
motest corner of this ruined world.—S. T.
Mills. )

A child of ordiniry capacity and desti-
tute of property, but converted to God
in childhood, is frequently worth more
to the Church than ten weilthy men con-
vorted at the noon of hfe.—~Dr. John
Tadd.

1 have seen the forest bare to the
searching light of the sun, yet no bud
swelled and no leaf unfolded, for it was
winter time. Then 1 have stood and
felt the life of spring breathe among the
trees, and there was not one leaf that
did not unroll and spread itself, rejoic-
ing that its time had come 10 grow. »80,
Lord, 1 have known my winter time,
when the shining of thy tavor waken'd
no thought of growth in my cold heart
But now the sunlight of thy loving death
and the warm breath of thy risen life
breathe in my heart, and hope springs
forth and life is glad with flow<ring shoots
of joy. Perfect that growth, my God,
and bring it to the harvest, to the glory
of the risen Christ.—T. Bedloe.

The visen Christ is among us and leads
us to victory.—James Mills Thoburn.

Suffering is not the worst thing in the
. The worst thing is disobedience
to right. Happiness is not the best thing

in the world, Character is the best thing.
~Watchman.

SPIRIT-FILLED.
Some Bible Hints.

When Christians are filled with the same
spirit, they breathe the same sentiments,
they art part of the same spinitual organ-
ism, they msut be united, “of one accord”
(vi).
The Holy Spirit /s a spirit of intense
activity—He 1s fire, and no lukewarm
Christian  possesses llim (v. 3.

The tirst evidence of the presence of the
Spirit s speech for Him.  There 15 a
breathing in and at cnee a breathing out
(v. 4).

As we receive the Itoly Spirit, we cease
our distressing fluctuations in goodness,
and “continue stedfast” (v. 42).

Suggestive Thoughts,

It is the Spirit-filled Christians, and not
the half-filled Christians that overtlow m
blessings to the world.

If & man is not filled with the Spirt,
it is not because there is not enough ot
the Spirit to fill him.

Are we sad? It ix because we are vrot
filled with the Comforter. Are we in
doubt? It is because we are not filled with
Him who will take of Christ's truth ant
show it to us.

No one was ever filled with the * pirit
that he did not at once seek to fill others.
A few illustrations

The Holy Spirit is fire.  If there 1s
impurity in your life, He can burn it un.

The Holy Spirit is the wind.  If your
ship is stationary, it is because the breeze
of divine success is not filling the sails.

The Holy it is a dove. If you are
in deep waters, it is beciuse He has not
brought you the olive leaves of peace wmd
hope.

The Holy Spirit is water, living water.
If you are thirsty, it is because you know
nothing of the full satisfaction which He
alone can give.

To Think About.

Am 1 living with the Christ of the Up-
per Chamber, and not with the glorious
Spirit whom He promised ?

Is my Christian life full, or half full?

What fruits of the Spivit am | failing
to bring forth?

A Cluster of Quotations.

God does not expect a man to live for
on te as he ought, unless the Holy
Spirit him to enable him to do 1t.—
Andrew Murray.

Is it =0 wonderful to ask for the power
of the Spirit* We ought to have a hun-
dred times more power than Eljah and
Elisha had.—Moody.

We should abandon the idea that we are
to use the Holy Ghost. and accent the
thought that the Holy Ghost is to use us.
—A. F. Gordon.

Remember that while the wortd “re-
sists the Holy Ghost,” even a child of ‘iod
may “‘grieve” and ‘“‘quench” him.—\Webb-
Peploe.

The Conference Idea,

Mass meetings are imvaiuable tor the in-
spiration they give, the sense of united
power, and definite direction from strong
men and women. But the quiet confer-
ence is also of great value for the ex-
change of methods, and for mutual criti-
cism, that the best methods may be dis-
covered.

That these conferences may be most
helpful in our work, it is necessary that
they should not he very large, only the
earnest workers being brought together.
Moreover, they should be led by real
leaders, those that are well informed re-
garding the topics that will be discussed,
and able to guide the thought of others
into fruitful channels.

A definite printed programme, full of in-
spiring themes, distributed long in ad-

-
/
vance of the time for meeting, 15 also a
necessity, that thougats may ceystallize.

If these conferences ure hel dannualiy
in your local unon or in larger |I|nll'|cl;,
they will prove an ever growing stimulus
to your Christian Endeavor work.
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Christian Observer: ‘the Christinn Was
been introduced into a state of gracious
hoerty in Chirist., Not ouly

been set free trom the carse

sl
but
s
he shon'd most earctaliy
keep humselt teom any personal Imnll.w_n‘_
hie, as a free wman e Christ, showd  al-
ways seek to be master of himsell,  No
sintul habit should b allowed to control
lits life, and the mastery of even sinless
indulgencies should  be  guarded. 1 he
tinds thot he s gradually coming under
the duminion of such habits or dulgen
e he should definitely assert h's liberty
wd control them,

Ierad and  Presbyterian: Under this
wodern lile i Jagpan s a great deal ot
the vid paganson. Japan needs e gos-
pel as much as any counay o obe worid,
Stripp d ot what she has acquired frou
Chasuan natons in the lasi filty years,
there 15 Litle left to iwitate,  We need
to plee emphasis on the virtues won
by the long experience of two tuousand
yeurs of Western civilization, which  we
are now giving freely 1o the whole wori!
In the main the West made progross in
the right direction, The Orient his pro-
ceeded in the wrong direction. Japin
was no exception.  That she has reven
ed her course, and is ropidly absorbing
the results of W stern progress, is a rei-
son for the highest satisfaction.

[CEENTN
he 1s abso delivered from its power,
being the cas |

The flowers go into the laboratory to
yield their perfume, the grapes to be
trampled for their juice, the sand in the
fire for glass to be formed, so you, be-
loved, “are chosen in the furnace of afflic-
tion.” I observed on the beach the sands
that are never covered with the tides lie
dry and loose, but where they are beaten
on by the waves they are moist and com-
pact. The sails of the ship speed it on
its way not as swiftly in the day is in the
night, for in the day the sun opens the
canvas and the humidity of the night
closes it and offers a firmer bosom to the
wind. This is true of man. Tribulations
teach him symanthy with otiere, and draw
him closer to others, and they impel hir




