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‘deem every day of your life a leap in your history.

MARRYING HIS WASHERWOMAN.
Charles Riviere Dl'ERKsht was a French comic 

writer of great repute iu his day. He wia descended 
from Henry IV.,* to whom, it is said, he bore consider­
able resembhince. Dufresuy possessed great natural 
talents for gardening, and was, on this account, ap­
pointed by Louis XIV. comptroller of the royal gardens. 
The “ Grand Monai-ch," to enhance Dufresuy's income, 
also gave him several privileges, amongst which was 
the monopoly of the manufacture of looking-glasses— 
a must important concession. This right, however, 
with several others that he held, he readily disposed 
of for ready money, for he invariably managed to be 
penniless in an exceedingly she t space of time; and in 
reference to his want of iiinds, one of his friends ob­
served to him that “poverty was not a crime.” “No, 
it's mueli worse,” answered Dufresuy. Iiouis XIV., 
w ho was very much attached to him, supplied him 
liberally with funds on many occasions, but at Iciigth 
grew tired of the continual demands made by Du- 
fresny, saying, “ ’ am not jiowerful enough to make 
Dufresuy rich.” Losing his first wife, Dufresuy married 
his laundress, in order to pay the washing bill due to 
her. Paris was full of this occurrence for a few days, 
he being well teased fur this mimllUmce ; and the fol­
lowing IS an anecdote told of him at this time, iu con­
nection with his wife, the laundress. Meeting a ccle- 
lirated Abbb, who was not conspicuous for cleanliness, 
he reproached liim for always wearing such dirty 
linen. The Abbli had the best of it, for he sarcastically 
replied, “ Ah 1 every one is nut so foituiiate as to 
marry a washerwoman.” Un leaving the court, Dii- 
fresny began to write fur the theatres, and after lead­
ing a cheguered life, he died iu Paris, in 1721

AN “AMAZON.”
The a-miniinary battle of Fohtekov was fought be­

tween the French, commanded by the celebrate Mar­
shal Saxe, and the English, Hanoverians, Dutch,

this secret agent to France, and a stronger fleet under 
Commodore MuH'rein was immediateiy sent iu quest of 
him by the French. When the enemy hove in sight 
most of the British ships were taking iu water and pro­
visions, aud many of the men were on shore. All hands 
were at once called on board, and the line of battle was 
formed; but to Commodore Johnson's astuiiishmeiit, 
his well-informed foe disregarded all precaution, and 
steered straight fur the centre, buflerin was at length 
beaten olL but not without the heavy loss of 2(i7 men in 
killed and wounded. Occurrences of this sort were not 
iiifrc>)^ueut, and at last suspicion was directed to a 
Frciicliman who lived iu splendid style in Bund-street, 
Loiidou, aud who gave himself out to be a gentleman 
of fortune. His name was De la Motte. A watch was 
set un his movements, .and he was apprehended and 
sent to the Tower of London. At his trial his guilt 
was conclusively proved, and it was shown that his 
replies were conveyed to France by a confederate. De 
la .Matte was condemued to death, and to sufi'er the 
horrible additional mutilation innicted on traitors. 
He was executeil at Tyburn on the 27th June, 1781, aud 
underwent his fate with much ealmiiess and fortitude. 
After he had been hanged for an hour, his body was cut 
down and laid on a block, when (a fire having been 
previously kindled) the executioner severed the head 
from the trunk, and making an incision in his breast 
ripiied out the heart, which having been exposed to the 
surrounding spectators, was thrown into the flamea 
The boily was then scorched; and after all this dreadful 
treatment it was delivered to' an undertaker, who 
placed it in a handsome cofiin, aud it was then hurled.

NEWSPAPER STAMP.
The following account of the origin of the newsp-rper 

stamp is given by Mr. Cooke, in Tiis “Life of Bdlinf- 
broke“Queen Anne, in one of her messages to Par-

and Austrians, commanded by the Duke of Cumber- 
hind. Louis XV. and the Dauphin were present. Mar­
shal Saxe, who (being ill of the disorder of which he 
afterwards died) was carried about to all the posts in 
a litter, assured his troops that the day would be their 
own. The success of the British at the commencement 
of the engagement is still quoted ns an illustration of 
the extraordinary power of a column, but despite 
this advantage the allies were necessitated to retire. 
The last survivor of the battle of Fonteiioy wiw the 
“Amaxoii,’ Phoebe Hessel. Living at Brighton in 
the latter iiart of her days, her case liccame known 
to George IV. (then Prince-Regent), who thereupon 
sent to ask her what sum of money would render 
her comfortable ? “ Half-a-guinea a week,” replied 
old Phoebe, “ will make me os happy as a princess.” 
This, therefore, by bis majesty's command, was regu­
larly paid her till the day of her death; which took 
pl.icc at Brighton, December 13,1821, when she had at- 
taiiieil the age of one hundred and eight years. Her 
monument in the churchyard states, that she was born 
at Chelsea in 171'1; that she served fur many years os 
a private soldier in the fifth regiment of foot iu 
dinereut parts of Europe, and received a bayonet 
wound in the arm at Fuutonoy.

THE FATE OF A SPY.
Public opinion in England has rarely lieen roused 

more strongly against an individual than it w.as iu the 
ease of Fsakcis De la Mutte, a Frenchman, residing 
in England. Duriug the war between England and 
France the French continually received information of 
the sailings of the English fleet and convoya Their 
informant had studied his business carefully; for not 
only were the number of ships correctly stated, but 
even their strength iu men and guns was given, and 
iu several (Loses with the most disastrous results, as a 
solitary instanee will show. Commodore Johnson was 
lying in Port Pniya roadstead with an English fleet, 
guarding a flotilla of he.orily-1aden East l-'diamen. 
lufurmatiuu of his whereabouts was at once sent by

• The wisilom, generosity, and talent displayed by 
Henry IV. throughout his reign have truly merited 
for him the title of “ Great.” whieli is applied to his 
name; and he is the only king of the old monarchy 
who remains popular with the French nation. He was 
assassinated by llavaillac, iu the year 1610.

— wuecii s&uiie, lu one or ncr messages w rar- 
liameut, declared, that, by seditious papers and factious 
rumours, designing men had been able to sink credit, 
and that the innocent had suft'ered; and she recom­
mended the House to find a remedy equal to the mis­
chief. In obedience to the Queen’s desire, and at the 
instance of her Secretary, the Parliament passed a bill, 
in 1712, imimsing a stamp duty upon pamphlets and 
publications. At its origin, the amount of this stamp 
was a halfpenny; and it is curious to observe what an 
effect this trifling impost had ufion the circulation of 
the most favourite papers. Many were entirely discon­
tinued, aud several of those which survived were gene­
rally united into one publication.”

FOR PROFIT—NOT FAME.
Sir Godfrev Kmeller was bom at Lubeck, in 1646- 

Showing, in his youth, a decided bent for p.?mting, he 
was placed under the tuition of that great painter, 
Rembraudt. (.'oming over to Englaiul m 1674, he was 

I patronised by the Duke of Monmouth, and eventually 
became painter to no less than five nioiiarchs—Charles 
II., James II.,'William III., Queen Anne, and George 
I. It was fur william III. he painted the beauties at 
Hampton Court. A critic, in sjieakiuguf him, says 
“ Sir Godfrey Kneller has liecu justly accused of caring 
more fur money than lasting fame; and iu the latter 
part of his life he is said to have used some experi­
mental prcpanitions in his colours which made them 
work fair and smoothly off. but nut endure. A friend 
noticing it to him, said, * What do you think posterity 
will say. Sir Godfrey Kneller, when they see these 
pictures some years hence ?’ *Say 1' replied the artist; 
‘why they’ll say Sir Godfrey never painted them.’ As 
many of his productions are below mediocrity, his 
own remark might appropriately lio applied to them.” 
It is related of Sir Godfrey that he once had a dispute 
with the celebrated Dr. Itodcliffe, alamt a garden door 
—they Ireiiig next-door neighbours ; when Kneller sent 
the Doctor word he must close the door up. “ Tell 
him,” peevishly said Radcliffe, “ that he may do any­
thing with it but paint itl” “And I," answered 
Kneller,“can take anything from him but physic!” 
Sir Godfrey was on very intimate terms with Pope, 
aud most of his eminent contemporaries; and as he 
possessed an unflagging fund of humour, and was of a 
gay aud couvivial turn, his acquaintance was eagerly 

; sought after. He continued to practice hit art till 
after he was seventy years of age, and amassed a large 

' fortune—which is more than he would have done if lie 
I had followed the military profeation, whieh he was 
I educated fur at Leyden.


