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shortly But you can fairly say that for one mile or amile and a half the magazine rifle is safe to kill anything
that stands between the muzzle and its mark

; and
therein, continued M. Bloch, " lies one of the greatest
changes that have been effected in modern firearms lust
look at this diagram" (see page i). ''It will explain
better than anything I can say the change that has been
brought about in the last dozen years.
"In the last g-eat war, if you wished to hit a distant

mark, you had to sight your rifle so as to fire high up into
the air, and the ball executing a curve descended at therange at which you calculated your target stood. Between
the muzzle and the target your bullet did no execution
It was soaring in the air, first rising until it reached the.maxnnum height, and then descending it struck the target
or the earth at one definite point some thousand yard,
distant. Contrast this with the modern weapon. There
IS now no need for sighting your gun so as to drop your
bullet at a particular range. You aim straight at your
man, and the bullet goes, as is shown in the diagram
direct to its mark. There is no climbing into the air to
tall again. It simply speeds, say, five feet from the earth
until It meets its mark. Anything that stands between
Its object and the muzzle of the rifle it passes through
Hence whereas in the old gun you hit your man only if
you could drop your bullet upon the square yard of
ground upon which he was standing, you now hit 'him so
long as you train your rifle correctly on every square
yard of the thousand or two thousand which may inter-
vene between the muzzle of your gun and the end of the
course of the shot. That circumstance alone, even
without any increase in the rapidity of the fire, must
enormously add to the deadliness of the modern firearms "


