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thing of a mystery, the date of the coronation had
been suddenly advanced, and the ceremony was to

take place on the next day hut one. The whole
country seemed in a stir about it. and it was evi-

dent that Strelsau was thronged. Rooms were all

let and hotels overflowing; there would be very

little chance of my oI)taining a lodging, and I

should certainly have to pay an exorbitant charge

for it. I made up my mind to stop at Zenda, a

small town f^fty miles short of the capital, and about

ten from the frontier. My train reached there in

the evening; I would spend the next day, Tuesday,

in a wander over the hills, which were said to be

very f^ne, and in taking a glance at the famous

castle, and go over by train to Strelsau on the

Wednesday morning, returning at night to sleep at

Zenda.

Accordingly at Zenda I got out, and as the train

passed where I stood on the platform, I saw my
friend Mme. de Mauban in her place; clearly she

was going through to Strelsau, having, with more
providence than I could boast, secured apartments

there. I smiled to think how surprised George


