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AJV OLD PROMISE I^OR THE i^EW^fEAR. 47

See how podlive' the promise isV " I vnll bless thee."

When God speaks He speaks like a God. With Him
"there is no Variableness, neither shadow of turning." He
is "the same jjesterday, and to- da}^ and for ever." He

-

aays : "ileaven and earth- shall pass rfWay.'but My words
shall not pass away." " They that trust in the Lord shall

be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for
'

ever.
•' Thy proiuiBes, how flrrti they be,

,

'

How firm our hope and comfort stands!
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i/^-.;^ere is solid ground to rest upon. There may be jchan^,
and d^ay everywhere else, but here is an arm that never
fails, and a -heart that never changes: and He, knowing
thy disappointments and heart-sickness, says this morning

:

" I will bless thtfBf Darkness .may .l)e about thee, and
thorns and briers may beset thy path, and thy cup be
bitter. Thou mayest even now be saying: "Show me
wherefore Thou contendeSt with me." Look up I He haa-
not forgQttento be gracious—
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' •< "Behind,a frowning Providence
*

'

^
He hides a smiling face." • • * ^

He will make ill thin^ .work together for thy good. Hp
.
will transmute fciir&fes ipto . blessings. He loves thee wttU
everlasting love, therefore gra*6p in faith Hjs glorious
promise: •* I will bless thee."

Sefe liow precious the promise i« I precipus for each of the
relasqns I have nam^d

; but having a special preciousness in
itself: The other wprds are but stefs to the throned Let
us*now look at the throne itself. The lilfe, the soul of tlve

promise, is in the word " bless." The other words dorivo
all their preciousness from this. If this word had not been
here, the other wOjds might have hut iutensitied our terror

;

but here it is in its fulness of glory; 'and I want you to
walk* in the light thereof. - / > ^

** I will blm thee." What does '« bless '^' mean "i I cannot '
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