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children cannot go for instruction to sohools which either

ignore or of set purpose combat the Catholic religion, or in

which its teachings are despised and its fundamental prin-

ciples repudiated. Wherever the Church has allowed this to

be done, it has only been with pain and through necessity, at

the same time surrounding her children with many safeguards

which nevertheless, it has been too often recognized, have

been insufficient to cope successfully with the danger attend-

ing it. Similarly it is .necessary to av9idat all costs, as most

dangerOU3, those schools in which all beliefs are welcomed

and treated as.e^ual, as if, in what regards God and divine

things, it makes no difference whether one believes rightly or

wrongly, and takes up with truth or error. You know well,

Venerable Brethren, that every school of this kind has been

condemned by the Church, because nothing can be more

harmful or better calculated to ruin the integrity of the faith

and to turn aside the tender niinds of the young from the way

of truth.
^ Thr Need OF Religious Education.

There is another point upon which those will agree with

us who differ from us in everything else ; it is not by means

of a purely scientific education and with vague and super-

ficial notions of itfOrality that Catholic children will leave

school such as the country desires and expects. Other serious

and important teaching must be given to them if they are to

turn out good- Christians, and upriirht and honest citizens; it

is necessary that they should be formed on those principles,

which, deeply engraven on their consciences, they ought tO

follow and obey, because they naturally spring froin their

faith and religion. Without religion there can be no moral

education deserving of the name, nor of any good, for the

ver^y naturevand force of all duty comes from those special

dnties which^'bind man to God, who commands, forbids, and

determines what is good and evil, Itnd so, to be ^esi^ous

thajt minds should be imbued with good and at the same time

to leave them without religion IS as senseless as to invite
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