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The Whitney Government

and the Public School

Question

Profw Addr«s« of

HON. W. il. HANNA, Provincial Secretary

Delivered at Oourtrlsht, Ontario, on

Saturday, January 11th, 190e.

Mr. n.itmn, af the meeting of tl»

eleciois held in Courtright oa the

evening of SaJurday, January 11th,

Rliokti of ihc i)oJcy oC the Whitney
yuveirsimunt on the PubUu aobool

Hue»iion as follovk's>—

Mr. WLltncy in Opposition «£ave bia

ulcdgc to tho people that ahi>uid he
comu to [lower he would d'ivjte him"
Milf to the tank of iinproviug ibe
: noo.s «)• thi> yrovincR. What weio
(he coodkioiu to which h.& govera-
uii-iii :>uccue<.it;u; For .aany yexra we
h;id iu thiK pruvincu a Puhlio HChool
Ky»teni :hat was good en«ugfai
Oil ure^^« iwiadu, but Was not pioduc-
ii}g satisfactory results in tho £'u^''

iio schools. It was {»ut oa exhibi-
lion at the World's Fair in Chicago
ajid el^where, v.ilh the explanation
of bow the work of tho Ontaiio Pub-
lic school was directed to fitt.ng tho
itupil for th(^ High school and tho
coUegiito instituie ; and the work of
'tiie High school and collogiat* in->

S'itute was, in turn, directed to fit^

tiug the student there for the lini-'

versity, a completely organized sys-
tem whereby the children of thia
province were put iu as clay at ono
end of the machine ?nd came out, all

of tho s.-ime shape and form at thcJ

other, and tinder high pi«a8ure all

the time, beginning with monthly
exumiiiations and ending with month-
ly examinations; beginning jvithl

natural qualifications that if devel-)

opnd by «i teacher who had time ami
oitiiortunity and «i Bystwjn thajt ad-^

mittexi ,of it would give ^he pupil
with ordinary application high sitand-

ing in a i>anicular field, but e^iJ
ing with these high natural quali i-

caiions checked aD<^ reduced to the
level of the Btudent's wefli^sB subw
ject.

Mandate to Mr. Vliitncy

While the go\>?mmcnt that ww
succeeded refused to admit defo' s,

an<* insisted that the system was tU

that they claimed for it. Mr Whit-
ney, in Oi>poaition, long maintaineiC
that the system was oariipd alto^

gether too far, and that the work
of the rural Public sobool, should a<4

far as po3&ible, be made complete iol

itself, since %'^ per cent, of the chil-

dren of the province never get l<o-.

vond the Public school. He advocat-
ed this on the platform prior to the
last general election ; and wbvn the
votefi wer^ counted found himself
with an unmistakable man-
date ti~ proceed to carry out in powctl

what he had advocated In Oppoai-
tiou. Jaa the government made rea-i


