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difficulty in concliKling, aiu! tleci«ively, that whntovor
may have b«en the object of the High Sea Fltwt in leaving

|K>rt, the condition in which it returned thither wbh the

result of an engagement alien to its original purpotie.

The courM! of the battle, whonc {KTimls atid events are

deli>'le<l in the Admirals' diM|)atcheH, won first unfolded
in outline in an announcement issued by the British

Admiralty at 9.5<) p.m. on June 4, published in the

press the following day :
' The Grand Fleet came in

touch with the German High Sea Fleet at 3.30 on the

afternoon of Miy 31. The leading ships of »io tw(»

Heets carried on a vigorous fight, in which th«« battle

cruisers, fast battleships,* and subsidiary craft all took

an active part. The losses were severe on both sides
;

hut when the main b<Kly of the British Fleet ca?no int(»

contact with the German High Sea Fleet, a very brief

period sufiiced to compel the latter, who had been
severely punished, to seek refuge in their protected

waters.' The terse statement is the epitome of Sir John
Jellicoe's dispatch of June 24.

The German interpretation of the battle has not Iwen

marked by similar ci psistency. The German Admiralty's

first announcement, on June 1, reported: 'During an
enterprise directed northward our High Sea Fleet en-

countered on May 31 the main \mrt of t he English fighting

Fleet, which was cor .derably -^uperio to our own forces.

During the aftem ni a Hcfies oi 'avy '"Ugagements

developed between Skagcrak and Jom Reef, which
were successful for us and whit-h iikt* continued during

the whole of the night. . . . The Hi » * Klet n turned

to our ports during the day.' Aj' assertions of

British losses, the announcemeni *> no claim to

' i. e. the Fifth Buttle Squadron ; 4 ships . Uto Queen Elisabeth

class attache! to .Sir David Beattv^ command.


