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Tlio iiiothiKl iisod ill luMvcr huntiii/j in well kmiwn ami nwds iin dcsrriptioii
from inc. Tlio ini|iiir«'r is rctViTiMl to Samuel Hparnc's (|pscn|.tion in his account
of liis great inlanii journey from Ft. Cliuri-hill. 17(10 to 1772. 'Hie nietliod of that
day has not chaiideil. Suffice to say tliat wlierever a lieaver liMlge is found the
inhaftitants are exterminated. Their Imuse iieing lnokeii, tliose not caujjlit are
left to freeze as it is impos.silile for tliem to luiild a)jaintliat winter. The principal
time for lieaver liuntiiiK is in .lanuary or l-eliruaiy wheti otlier kinds of fur are not
plentiful. Last Octolx"- I saw a heavi-r lodge in the course of completion on
.Muskeg Kiver (a trif>utary of Lake lie a la ("lossc). ami I .ip«'nt flie lietter jiart of
a night listening to the heaver working. In Novemliei I was again in the locality,
hut alas, some persons had found the location ami tlie lodge was hrokeii. I am
told that a few yeais ago fieaver ahdUMded around (r.ei'n Lake, Imt this year I

do not think there are anv.
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The pay in trade for a prime male heaver now is 12 Ihs. of sugar or its e(|ui-

valent. At one time male lieaver was the standard value, hence the term "skin"
which is used in trading, everything lieing jiriced at .so many skins.

Mink are plentiful.

Marten are rare.

.Muskrat alxiund.

Ruhhits are .scarce at present.

Sijuirrels are not too plentiful.

ITSH.

The staple food of the native north of the Saskjitchewan is fish and with this
ciiinniodity he is atnply supplied. White fish are found in all the lakes and rivers,

(iiwn I.ake is stocke<l to repletio'^ with as fine white fish a.s will l)e found anywhere,
lie a la Cri)s.se Lake is also amply supplied, ("anoe f,ake. Marten Lake and all

the immense wr.ter area comprised of the numerous lakes in this district are well
stocked with this valuahle food. .\s to the value of white fish as a food 1 cannot
do l)etter than (juote Sir John Richardson's encomium as his opportunity for
forming an opinion w!i« of the hest. There is no traveller in our North Country


