
Scene I] THE MERCILWT OF VEMCE
\VV-n nought -.vould be ace ptcd l.m tlu- ri,.u
Vou would abalc the stren^Mh ..f your .li.pkturc.

Or half her worthnifs. that gave th.' rin.r
^

Or your own honour to cuutain- the ruv
'

Y..U woul.l not then have partc.l with ilu- rinL'
VVhat man is there so much unrcax.iial.lr
f you had pleased to have defended it

'

With any terms of zeal, wanted the modesty
lo urge the thim,' held as ;> reremonv^ '

Nerissa teaches m_- what to l>tlieve:
'

ril die for 't but >ome woman had the rinL'
Bass. Xo by my h.,nour. madam, bv mv soul,Xn woman had It, but a civil doctor 3'

'

Wnich did refuse three thousand dii. ats of me
And beggd the rin- the which I did denv himAnd suffer d hiin to go displeased awav; '

hven he that did uph<.ld the very life

'

Of my dear friend. What should I say, sweet lady?
I was enforced to send it after him-

^
I was Ix'set with shame and courtesv;
-uy Honour would not let ingratitude

'

So much besmear it Pardon me, good ladv;
For by these blessed candles of the ni.'ht

'

Had you been there, I think you would hi.ve btw'dThe rins of me to give the worthv doctor
/or Let not that d(,ctor e'er come near mv h(,use-

Since he hath got the jew.-l that I loved
'

And that which you did swear to keep fi,r me
i will become as liberal as vou;
I'll not deny him anvthintr I have.

/i nt. I am the unhappy subject of these ciuarreN
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» „ p' r^^T "?' >'•'": >"" ^''- ^^•^I'ome notwithstanding
Buss. Port.a, forjrive me this enforced wronL- «•"'

.^nrl, in the hearing of these manv friends
I >we;.r to thee, even by thine ovvm fair eyes.
Wherein I see myself

—

' Virtue—Povvtr.

' Contain— Retain.
' Civil doctor—Doctor of civil law.


