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duced to injure the tone of society. The presence of the Prince 
and the fleet on the station, drew them here for amusement. 
The Earl of Eglinton, Lord Montmorris, and other wealthy 
noblemen, with a host of younger sprigs of nobility, and needy 
relatives, filled the hotels. Drinking, gambling, and kindred 
vices followed in their train. They departed with the Prince, 
and our little town was the better for their going.

From a moral standpoint, Nova Scotia, especially Halifax, 
at this date, did not occupy in the eyes of the world a very 
enviable position. A looseness of conduct and an open indiffer­
ence to moral, as well as religious law prevailed to a fearful 
extent. In social life the greatest laxity of conduct had sprung 
up. Sacred ties were broken without remorse, and men learned 
to smile and applaud the most unhallowed scenes of dissipation. 
Our proximity to these days is even yet too close to admit of a 
searching scrutiny into the morals of the community, but it 
would be unfair to pass over in silence a subject of so much 
moment.

Bishop Inglis shortly after his arrival to take charge of the 
Diocese of Nova Scotia, was so impressed vith the fearful con­
dition of the community, the general tone of society and the 
debasing examples of open immorality, that in taking his seat 
in Council, he urged that steps be taken by the Government to 
erect barriers against the impetuous torrent of vice and irré­
ligion which threatened to overwhelm the morals of the entire 
province and community. The knowledge of these facts is 
enough. The particulars are unnecessary. It is needless to 
recall the vices of this particular phase of our history. Happily 
that period of indifference has passed away, never to return.

By the advice of his Council, seconded by his own desire 
for the comfort of the new settlers, Parr this year made repeated 
visits to the different settlements of Loyalists throughout the 
Province. Thus he went to Guysborough in the Dido in 1788 
and 1789. He visited Parrsborough in 1790 and was several 
times at Annapolis and Weymouth, and especially Windsor.


