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( rtngos From the Far North by Jack
( els1by, professor of Latin American
Frlstory at the University of Western On-
t-,irio, is an engaging book, written in a
li^ely style, which sustains the reader's
a^tten:ion throughout. It is well-researched
and fi-111 of interesting and useful informa-
i61n about Canadian relations with Latin
A^merica. The insights it offers into Cana-
dian attitudes - all too frequently pa-
(ernalistic - ïowards Latin America are
pârticularly perceptive. In short, it is a
^ïiluahle book based on wide knowledge

i America and extensive travellingl Latn
ere.

It is not a full study of Canada's rela-
rps =,vith Latin America, nor does Dr.
Y;lesh,^ claim that it is. It does not, for
Astance, dealwith Canada's relations with
tlle OAS and the inter-American system as
such, though it does touch on them as
f,icets of Canadian/Latin American affairs

ther• contexts - e.g., as part of Canada's
Ilom:;tic representation in the Americas.
I? does not cover Canadian ties with all
II e republics south of the Rio Grande, or

anada'_; main activities throughout Latin
,erica during the 102-year period from

1866 to 1968. It does so in a series of 11
"'^says d.2aling with the most important
nd sust;Ained of Canada's ventures in that

u,ist and populous region.

The year 1866 was chosen as the start-
"'f-point. because it was in that year that
t^e filst large-scale trade and goodwill mis-
^ n frorn Canada visited Latin America - a

g m
C^r Nor^h provides a pretty full picture of

( 'ertain recent developments such as Can-
Aa's aA program. It is to be hoped that
l^j• Ogtesby will give us the benefit of his
hrowledge and his conclusions about these
and other aspects of Canada's relations
^^,zth Latin America soon. A deeper analysis
4 trading patterns, for instance, now
t'uche.= upon only briefly, as in the book's
(""nclu-:on, and of Canada's relations with
fl^e inter-American system, especially in
r^ent years; would be particularly
welcomc.

In gLneral however Grin os Fro the

recurring feature of Canada's approach to
that area. The year 1968 was chosen to
end the account partly because it was then
that the greatest of the Canadian Govern-
ment's missions to Latin America took
place and partly because it was a turning-
point in Canada's relations with Latin
America. The report made by the mission
and the impressions it gained during the
trip are reflected in Latin America, one of
the six booklets published in 1970 by the
Federal Government under the series title
Foreign Policy for Ccinadians.

Apart from one essay (Chapter 2),
aptly entitled "The Belle of the Ball", on
Canada's diplomatic relations with Latin
America from 1940 to 1946, when several
Latin American countries were seeking to
persuade Canada to establish diplomatic
relations with them and to join the Pan-
American Union (as the OAS was then
called), the bulk of the book deals with
Canada's business and missionary activities
in the area. This is not surprising - invest-
ments and missionary work were the main-
stay of Canada's relations with Latin
America during the last century.

Chapter 4, "Business, Banking and
Related Activities", the longest in the
book, provides - with Chapter 5, on Cana-
dian investments in Brazil, notably
Brazilian Traction (now Brascan) - com-
prehensive and detailed coverage of the
important investment side of Canada's
links with Latin America.

Religious missions
The last five chapters deal with various
Canadian religious ventures in Latin
America. Professor Ogelsby's analyses of
the problems to be faced there in this
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