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Letters cont.

This letter is an attempt to make
two distinctions which I feel are
fundamental in assessing this
extraordinary and drastic
measure.

First, Separatism is not an issue.
If it were so, one would have ex-
pected police and military ac-
tivities to be directed against all
those persons acknowledging
spearatist sympathies or
promoting programmes aimed at
the political emancipation of
Quebec.

This clearly has not happened.
Reni Leverque, (to name but the
most prominent of separatist
politicians) is alive and well, and,
to my knowledge, is not in the least
cowed by the powers of the Liberal
regimes at either level of govern-
ment. (See Levesque’s editorial,
October 16 in Le Devoir, reprinted
in EXCALIBUR October 12).

Evidently, many of the claims
that the War Measures Act is being
employed to thwart separatist
ambitions are made by certain
individuals and groups in an-
ticipation of accruing assets in
their stock of political capital.

Rather, the Act was invoked to
combat a certain political element
which had chosen to act from
without the political system. In this
sense, it is not so mistaken to think
of the FLQ as an alien force
threatening the internal integrity
of this country — alien, not in a
territorial perspective, not
specially, but ideologically.

The demand for the release of
twenty-three criminals who had
been legally convicted by the
judicial system is, in itself, an
overt attempt to undermine and to
subvert that system. Since the
overall political system can only
operate in the manner for which it
is designed if the judicial sub-
structure is able to effectively
realize its function of social con-
trol, then it becomes quite clear
that the FLQ activities aimed at
profound and irreversible political
upheaval — this despite the small
number believed to be members of
this organization.

Secondly, support for or against
the administration’s decision to
implement the War Measures Act
and the measure of its success or
failure are two distinct issues —
logically separated by the passage
of time. There is, I think, from
talking to various people, a great
deal of confusion about this.
Support for a specific action at a
particular point in time does not
entail or insure continued support
into the future. Support is
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engendered in the first instance by
anticipation of successful action in
pursuit of certain (unfortunately in
this case, ill-defined) goals.

Into this calculus must also be
included the costs or sacrifices
involved. If then, little success is
registered while costs are as high
as predicted, support for the
measure will decline accordingly.
It is therefore consistent for a
person to deny that he now sup-
ports the continuation of the
exercise of the War Measures Act,
but to assert, at the same time,
that he did support it when it was
brought into effect, and to main-
tain still that the Trudeau ad-
ministration was behaving in a
rational and responsible manner
when it chose to implement this
device. Rationality is not simply
the function of success. More
fundamentally, rationality is in-
volved in the process of selecting
one course of action from a limited
list of alternatives — a course of
action which seems at the time to
offer the best prospects for success
(both long-term and immediate).

Conditions and circumstances
change, and the perception of these
also changes. Second guessing is

always easy. This is not by way of
an apology for Trudeau. But a true
appreciation of the government’s
ability to fulfill the tasks assigned
to it by the expectations of the
electorate must needs require an
appraisal of the government'’s
continuing responses to this
essentially dynamic situation in
Quebec.

These are but two of the many
instances of imprecise
representation of issues — a
practice which has had wide
currency in this controversy.

Wayne Bowman, Winters II
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A new more powerful 504 and the all new 304
sedans offer outstanding value and
performance with such features as

® choice of front-wheel or rear
wheel drive
® all synchromesh 4-on-the-floor in
the 304
@ optional three speed automatic on 504
® power disc brakes @ radial ply tires
® electrophoresis rustproofing
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SPEAKER

wanted

of the York Student
is now accepting ap-
plications for the position of Speaker of

Please apply in person to CYSF office (Rm N
108 Ross Bldg.) not later than Friday, Nov. 27th.
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OVERSEAS DELIVERY AVAILABLE

raymond’s

european car service centre Itd.

41 EDDYSTONE ROAD

JANE STREET SOUTH OF FINCHAVE .
TURN AT THE GULF SERVICE STATION

TELEPHONE 743-6845

SAVE UP TO 70%

1969-70 SKI EQUIPMENT
SKI FASHIONS 10 - 70% OFF

BOOTS 20 - 50% OFF \\
15 - 40% OFF

SKIS

OSCAR'’s SKI SHOP
1201 BLOOR ST. WEST

PHONE
LE2-4267
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Stop here, and be sure your car's in shape
to stop when you need to. Brakes relined,
cylinder fluid level refilled as necessary.
Get the “brake’ of your life, with us.
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WHEN TOMORROW DIES
Saturday, Nov. 28, 8 pm

Followed by a Discussion with
Larry Kent and Gerald Bratley

Front & Scott Sts.

An evening of
Larry Kent films
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faculty of fine arts
Programme in Theatre Arts

presents

THEATRE LABORATOIRE VICINAL
DE BRUXELLES
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performance in French

Thursday, December 3rd. 1970
4:00 pm

BURTON AUDITORIUM

REASONABLE PRICES

THEN VISIT US

FULLY LICENSED
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Service

Phone
638-3171

Gallello’s §:
3374 Keele St.

(NORTH OF SHEPPARD AVE)

Admission 75¢

Winters College and Frameworks

present

in concert

PATCHWORK COLONY and THE BUFFALO SHUFFLERS

with LEN UDO Jugband from Kalamazoo

SATURDAY NIGHT 8 o’clock

Winters College JCR

at Lawrence & Keele
In the North Park Plaza

Reservations, phone 249-6571

Adm. couples $1.50
stag $1.00




