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high-level railway and traffic bridge will be laid across

the Saskatchewanl River; and a hospital, larger andi

better than any of the present three, will be huit at the

western limits of the city. Add to this the business

blocks and residences that are to go up, and Edmon-

ton's building programmie for 190 7 assumes notable pro-

portions.
1The people are stili coming. There are not enougli

houses for them to lîve in, anti 300 are spending the

winter in canvas tents. More are coming in the spring.

The 12,000 here now will be doubleti in a very few years,

and by that tirne the capital of the middle-North will be

a city fair to look upon, and stili on the boom.

When Lord Duflerin was Governor-Getieral of Canada,

hie uttered a prophecy concerning Winnipeg that was

tiien considered a 'wild Irish" prediction, coloureti by

the Sheridan imagination whîch llus Excellency had ini-

herited. However, the story of the cities of Alberta:

since 1900 îS se0 amaziflg in proportion that it wotuld

take a seer-artist to' sketch the Edmuonton of i950.

""The Twenieth Century is Canada' s"t

T II E well-knownCanadian writ-

er, Miss Agnes C.

Laut, has coutriut-
ed to the February

World's Work" an
article with hea-

~ bove titie, which bas

attracted much at-

takes Si r Wilfrid
LaurierIs now-faffioiiS
prediction anti shows
its reasonable basis.

MisLaut in one o

Miss Agnes Laut the early paragraphs
AUthor of ",Lords of the. North," declares: IlWhen Sir

Heralda of Eiiire" etc. Williamn Van Ilorle

used to prediùt that there woulti be a population of 100,-

ooo,ooo in the Canadian Northwest, hie was opeiily twitted

.by the press. The laugli is now on Sir WVilliani's side.

Anti long ago, when the shareholdets of the 1-udson'5

Bay Fur Company were urgent to, seii their enormous

holdings of land at a dollar an acre, at fifty cents an

acre, 'at any slauighter price they couid realîse,; andi

when Lord Strathcona (then Donald Smnith), their land

commissioner, kept sending back word, 'Wait ! Wait!

Don't sel yet 1 Holti on ! Wait a bit ! That country

bas a future'-it was commoniy thouglit among the

shareholders that Stratheona must have a long-time op-

tion on eternity. But lie bas liveti to sec landi sales

that have sent the company's stock up i ,ooo per cent."

Speaking of the trade conditions follo'ming Confedera-

tion, Miss Laut says: "'The Unitedi States erecteti a

tariff wall that Canada coniti not cliinb. The struggling

Dominion was thrown soleiy on its own resources. The

higli tariff that built up American industries was what

first gave impetus to Canada's nationhoo. - It corn-

pelleti just what Confederation lacked-cohesiveness. I

will not say that without that high tariff Canadian Con-

federation woulld have gone to pieces like a rope of santi;

but it is safç to say that without it Canadian resources

would have gone to builti up American cities, Amnerican

ports andi American railroads. Insteati of having three

transcontinental railroatis rumnng east anti west, the

Dominion would have hati himdreds of roatis munning

south, feetiing the products of Canada's forests and

farins anti mines into American cities. Trhe American

tariff was a gooti thing for Canada."

-Miss Laut lias severai interestingr things to say about

our early railway efforts andi dramatically refers to a

crisis of long ago. «Two railroati magnates, whose suc-

cess now mus to the hundreds of millions in coin, coulti

tel of times when Iess than twenty-four hours lay be-

tween them andi min. If the piariiamentary vote hati

not gone riglit, or the funtis hati not been founti, con-

struction gangZs would have qluit work, construction

magnates would have gone to South America, and con-

struction rails-a one «>mnic paper put it at the. time-

would have rusteti on the prairie, iron tonÎc for the

cowS.' ý

The writer then gives the United States readers 'an

elementary lesson in Canadian geography, waxing elo-

quent over the wheat of the West.

"Ride over a prairie farma at harvest tinte. It is

Iiteraily a sea of wheat as higli as yo-tir saddle straps;

and if you take ont your pencil and figure it up, yon

will find it is literallv a sea of gold, too. i wish 1

coulti note the facts in goiti, so they would drive horne to

every thinker ; but if you get the figures on the wheat

filids of Canada, you will finti that a sinkrle year's yield

of wheat at the iowest current price in the history of

wheat brings more cash in by millions of dollars thanl

the richest yield of the richest gold fieldi in the world."

'fhe story of copper andi coal is thus told :,I The

discovery of the vast nickel betis andi of the cobait-silver

resuiteti fromn railroads penetrating unexpioreti regions.

As 1 said before, nine-tenths of Canada's minerai re-

gions is lunexpiored. Again anti again last winter in

London, when 1 was goig over the daily journals Of

the Hludson's Bay furhunters, who tracked ail parts

of the wilds for furs, I founti reports <of <minerais here.'

But the company did flot want minerais. *They wanted

furs. The report of mninerais was ignoreti. 'Minerai

signs here,' wrote Ogden of Nevada andi Arizona andi

California. Prospecting has proveti hixn riglit. <Minerai-

ised stones reporteti by the Indians,' wrote Ross of

Montana andi Kootenay. Exploration a century later

justifieti his words. Andi the same Hudson's -Bay daily

journals report minerais ini this New Ontari o of the

Great Clay Beit, where nickel and silver have been un-

covered."
Thec agricultural, mineral andi forest wealth of her

native landi are tiweit upon with enthusiasmn by this

talented Canadian, who asserts in conclusion that the

greatest problim confronting Canada in the immediate

future is the shortest route to Europe by Churchill,

Hudson Bay.
Trhere is one criticismi to be matie regarding this

nineteen-page article. There are thirty illustrations, of

which twenty-seven are Canadian scenes-entireiy of the

West. Fort Williarn's cievators, a Copper Clif! mine

anti a Cobalt silver vein are the oniy Ontario glimpses,

while Quebec, New Brunswick, 'Nova Scotia and Prince

Edward Islandi are pictorialiy ignoreti. Now, it is our

pride to avcknowiedge the great recent development of

our Prairie Provinces andi of British Columbia. But an

article dealing wlth Canade.'s fture mnust not leave out

of count the East anti its resources. The West would

have been amnply illu!itrateti by a dozen illustrations ont

of the twenty-seven. The St. John harbour, the Sydney

mines, the Nova Scotian orchards nxight also have been

given a place. Even the Western scenes are too wintry

in aspect atid have littie variety. The West is a mnag-


