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wio YEARS AGO YF3STBRDAY
Canada Elected Io Go to War. Wiih the Enemy of Free Peoples!

d This The Epic

M' 350,000 men tinder arms a~t home and
abroad, two years after Canada was asked
for 20,000 mnen as a voluntary contribution
to the army of the Empire, It le the
gie pi-obiem of this country te understand
,an-e of our army. We are confronted by
!e-xti»rejts. One set dlaimas thaît Canada

ý9 e'n.ugh, and ehoul adopt consciption;
tjbat we are doing preclseiy 100 per cent.
and4 never shouid bave gone to war at ail.
'le trutb lies in what Canada bas aiready
r OWn free will, withc»ut conscription and
ttln;g anti-enllsters into Internment camps.
1 a hait per cent. of oui! total population
ras.5 Our original force of 20,000 effectives
lied. tsel-f b>y 17% ln two years. But that
000 -was nlot a standing army. It was
.non-proessional militia, wbhich. nurnbered

000 men. When the war broke out, Great
1 a reigular army, statiened ln England,-Of
)00 men. ln addition s'be had the Terri-
the raiig of Kitchener~'s army to 5,000,000
force 'bas multiplied itself by about 28.
matter of comparison, therefore, Canada's

5hJ0owlng. Geograpbically, 'we are a men
more th-an 4,000 miles from the nearest

Fingland Is a mean average of about
Bthe effective range of the b$ggest guný

F or naïvy. On land we were lessprepared
-11 Flugland; on water noîtat &IL Logioally,
atlon agalInst Germany should have been
r1e England oxpected Invasion. Am lu-
Ihlglend would have been an Invaeion of
lad London been a3 Zar from Berlin as
, Peirhaps the airmy organlzed by Kitchener
have reached more tl'ýan 175,000 times 18,
,000,000; whicb was juet about what the
1 have been witbout national registration.
ýelY volunitary basis, 4,000 miles f rom the
ttle-4ront, we have doee as weii ln armny-

N0RLSWORTHY <Montreal 13th Bat-
'0"' was iu the reserve trenches (at
G >. balf a mi-le ln the rear of the flrlng

he -s killed in bis attempt Mo reacb
ualg (13th Batt.) with reluforcements;

11GyDrumonond (1Bth Batt.) fell lu
to rallY French troops. This was on -the

e PIiI 22nd, and the whole responsIillty
elhthe crlsis feîl upon the shoulders of
$'ai unftil ho was relieved ealrly on the

cou and evenlng of the 22ud,
i'ht wbich folowed, McCuaig
wltb dIfficities whlch mlght

ix more experlenced. officer.
d been eut by shell fire, and
,o deide for hlmself wbether
ýûhe!r he should boid on. Ho
bough ho knew thaît ho was
>rt and could not hope for
-t, the inornIng of thie 23rd.
very bohd eue. By ail the
was a beaten man. Buit the
ii,ed appears te have decelved

TEIE stories of our Canadian Ieroes, col-lected in titis War Ainniversary Isse of
the -CANADIAN COURIER, are the

priceless heritage whieh titis war lias given
0anada. Every day adds its liorror, yct a
horror crawned with giorious episodes. Wihat
the war bias ceet Canada is greaiter in money
than the t«tal capitailiýzatiýon of our greatest
transport-ation sy&tem. In de-ath and disable-
ment it lias donibled, trebled and quadrupled
ail the national calamities we ever 'had. But
what the war lias gained for Cainada in the
inspiring of a free people, In diseovering to
ourselves lthe higli quality of our common
cday, is greater than ail te eost, wheiJher of
treasur-e or of human lives. In no decade, of
uur history, nlot even te fahulous epocli be-
tween 1900 and 1910, diii this country ýaohieve
se maueil reai humait progress, as in the two
years hetween August 4, 1914, anud August 4,
1916. And tîhe littie stories of great acti-ons
reeond-ed in the fo-Ilo'wing pages are toD Canada
wh'at Homner 's Iliad was te te Ancient Greeks.

raising as Engiand-thanks, largely, te the inspirlng
ez>ample of England, and the fact that Britisb-
descended and Brltleb-born citizens of Canada bave
nover made their ioyalty te the government of Great
Britaiu a matter cf more econornias, geegraphy, or
argument. It was a matter- cf spiriual decision of
objaracter. We bad borrwed frem En-gland money,
taken frm ber eltizene, aeepted from ber protection
of our coasits, copled from ber Institutions of goveru-
ment, and imbibed from her the Innate love of Free-
dom, that ruakes a country get saved, or go to the
devil, lu Its own way, wlthout compulsion or advlce
frem Potsdam, or auy other klnd of "dam" bond-
quarters.

Had Englond denianded of Canada an army of
50,000, she wouid have been repied to hy ne army;
and no government or Canadian war-office ever could

the Germens. Tbey mlght bave overwholmed hlm,
but they feared the supports, wbich did not in reality
exlst. It was net lu the enoxny's psycboiogy to
underistand, thet the sheer and unaided valeur ef
McCuafg and bis Ilttle force wouid hold the position,

But with a small and dwiudling force be dld bolci
It, until dayllgbt revealed to the enemy the naked
deception of the defence.

In oase the necessity for rotreat ýdeývele@ped, the
weounded had boom movod to the trencehes on the
rlght: amd, under the cuver- of mnachire- gun lire;
Major )4cOualg wlthdrew bis -aen just as Major
Buchanan came up wlth relnforcenrents.

Tihe sorely tried Battalion ¶reld on for a time kn
dug-'outs, aud, under co"'ýr of darlçness, retlred again
te a new lino being for-iLed by reinforcemnents. The
rearguard wms under Lieut- (now Captain) Green-
s.hlelds. But Major McCuaig remalned Vo see that
the 'w'ouded were remcoved. Iýt 'was thon, after
havlug escape4d a thousand deaths throiu,gýh the long
hattie of the night, that ie was sbot down and miade
a prIsoner.

The 7tih B-attalion (British Coltimbia Regiment)
wa.s attaclied te t2ie 3rd Brigade (this was at Ypres),

Her Sons Have Written

have cornpeilod the Independent democracy of this,
country to raine even a single brigade ln response
to a commiand. England bad the good senise to de-
mand nothing. She only intimated, 'lu response to
our off or, that If we foUt lke doiag It, a force of
20,000-wbi4ch was ail Clonerais Frencb and Hamilton
credtited us with, In their tours of overseas Inspec-
tion-would be very acceptable.

That superb "pleaso yourseif" attitude made -Can-
oda and ail parts of the Empire leap to please
England. The response, as we know, was absolutely
spontaneous. The act was spiritual. The organiza-
tion of our army, se far as its men are oencerned,
w"s a thing of the Imagination and the spirit. There-
fore, the coud uct of that army abroad, no inattor
what its teruperamentai peculiarities befere It gees
Into deadly action, was that of an heroic force. Men
lef t homes, Incomes, directorships, business pros-
pects, ail their sibare lu a great aud prosperous
Young country, for the sake of proviug that they bad
it ln thema to suifer, te dare, to die for a principle
inherent lu a free people.

But the great thing this war bas qone for Canada
Is to furnish It with Canadian traditions. It bas
givon th e word Canadian a new meaniug, one that
will inspire future generations cf Can-adians. Bill
MacTaggart-that wasn't bis name, but what matter?
-used to bang round the lvery stable at -ville.
He was ln a fair way to beoomlug a no-good wben
the warbroke, out He was rougb and boisterous.
He hated c4hurches and stlff collars and he liked
beor. The tow-n regarded hlmn askance.

13111 M14acTaggart Joiued. BihI MacTagga¶t died ln
France and-wel, some bero, ancestor of Bihl Mac-
Taggart got the botter of hlm bofore ho dled.
1low lie died!

Nowbis nme ls, an Inspiration te the wbole village.
The stories that foilow (taken from, Sir Max

Altken',s officiai records. "Canada lu Flanders,1")
should be told lu every Canadian nursery.

and occupied a position on the forward crest of a
ri4dge, witb its left flank near St. Julien. This posi-
tion was severely âhelled durlng the day. In the
course of the afternoon the Battaion recelved an
ûr-der te make Its position secure that mlgbt. At
half-past four Colonel Hant-Meflarg, a iawyer from
Vancouver, Major Odlum. (who le now Lieut.-Colenel
cummianding the Battallon), and Lieut. Mathew-son,
of theo Cnadian Engineers, went eut te reconnoitre
the ground and decide upon the position cf the new
trochles to be dug under cover of darkness. The
txact locationý of the German treeps immedlstely
oppnsoýzd to their position was net known to them.
UThe recomioLitrng p-arty moved down the siope to
the wreckeci bouses and shaittered walls of the vil-
la-pe eof esear- distance of about 300 yards-
ln broad dayllght wlth-out drawing a shot; but, wben
they iooked tbrough a wlndeIw In the rear Wa", tbey
saw masses ef Germaus l4!ntng hedges not 100 yardls
away, and watchlng themn intýently. The tÜbree Cana-
dian off icers began to retire. Thiey were fouMowed by
rapld lire the moment they cieared sheiter. They'
threw themselves flat on thie &round. Colonel Hart-
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