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haîf of the aduit citizens knôw nothing of the gtreat wars whichi iade
and kept Canada, hiox can national sentimen t be (leep-based? WVheii
the university professor rnocks at Canadian history, Canadian litera-
ture, Canadian art, how can it be expected that'the gerneral public
shall reverence the battlegrounds and graveyards of 1759 aiid 18l3?

P ROFESSOR ADAM SHORTT, who is an unusually saue and
comprehensive observer of modern conditions, in a recent address

to the undergraduates of the University of Toronto declared that we
h1ave reached the civilised stage in the production of wealth, but in the

UNCIVLISEDuses of wealth we are to be nurnbered with the
UCVSETDabral.TeEio fte"lb, napiy

ing the subject drew attention to the cheap play-
houses and show-places, opened during the last few years, which are
"Ineither elevating nor recreative in their influence." Professor Alex-
an'rder, on the opening of an educational institution some time agu,
referred to the loafing and loitering groups of young people, to whom
an evening of intelligent enjoyment or finer recreation secms tinknown.
The poverty of their mental or aesthetic resource is simply deplorable.
However, even in the older lands, the samne cry is heard. Mr. William
Stead, in 'bis forceful and alliterative style, bas referred to the ordinary
music-hall programme in London as "drivel for the dregs." If a man
may be known by what lie lauglis at, the majority of the youths who
flock te tawdry, and frequently vulgar vaudeville have an inadequate
supply of gray matter. Perhaps in the matter of musical appreciation
we are more advanced than in either literary or artistic taste. The
games of the people, liowever, are ne mean test of their spirit and
here we are in, danger of degenerati ng into the brutal or the foolish,

losing that sense of truc exhilaration and fine honour which sliould
belong to ahl healthy amusement. Sensibility is a quality inseparable
from a civilised condition but it is to be feared that the matinee girl
and the vaudeville youth arc destitute of the distinction.

B3 RITISHERS whose wcalth is in the form of invested capital and
land are having a liard time. Investments have been declining

in value and there is a determined movement under way to tak e over
the larger landed estates for division into smaller holdings. The

financial writers have been quite busy filling the
Y À N 1 S H 1 N 6 magazines and reviews with articles sliowing liow

BRIiSH W4LTH the British investor is being driven from home.'
In ten years the price of consols lias declined fromn £ i12 to £ 8, for
£ îoo shares. Truc, in 1903 the dividend was decreased from two
and three-quarters te two and-ene-haif per cent., but allowinig for that
the drop lias amounted ta 22 points. This is a serious position for

those whose savings are invested in this, the higliest, formn of British
security. For exarnple, if a man invested £224 or $1,1 20 in Consols

in 1897, and sold them to-day lie would get back only *£ 8o or $900.
In fact, the fail in Consols'has been greater than the faîl in any other
well-known national securities with the exception of Russian national

bonds. Nor is this fully explained by saying that the prîce of British

Consols was too higli at one time, becatise of their superlative

Decembher "Winidsor Mlagazine,"
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range of prices by quîiqueniiîumn periods. The result is to show that
the prices of these reaclied their highest point in i895-i899 aIRd
amouinted te £2,985. For the latest quinquennium, i902-i906, the
total price of these nineteen securities liad faîhen to £2,518, and are
practicahly at their lowest point at the presenit time. If the British
people knew these facts, the tide of socialism miglit be more casily
ste m med.

There is a lesson in this for Canada. The feeling that capital
is getting too great a reward should not be allowed to, run away with
s'ound judgment. Comipetition. regulation, local and national taxation,
and other causes are steadily reducing the rewards coming to the

»genuine investor of capital. Canada must therefore encourage capital
-that already invested here, that which is being created at home by
saving, and that whicli is coming in from abroad. Without capital,
progress is impossible. This is not to say that grasping corporations
and company exploiters should not be held in check by adequate
regulation. Regulation and restriction are necessary, but it must be
donc in sucli a way as not to deprive capital of any of its legitimate
and just rewards.

T HOSE wlio are familiar witli conditions prevailing in the new
belt-line of huts and shacks whicli now embraces Toronto,

foreteil starvation for many of the unemployed this winter and urge
that the city should at once previde soup-kitcliens against this event.

THE EHICS Wc are bound in charity, thcy plead, to render this
T H E E T H P assistanice; the newcomers if tliey arc tidcd over

this wintcr will be off our liands in the spring.
But the taxpayer may well protest against the dangers of indiscrimi-
nate giving. Who is ta have soup, and wlio is not? What is to, be the
soup-test? Arc ail the cities and towns of the province ready to make
siniilar provision? If not, Toronto will be the goal of ail the country's
uncmployed. At present it is sought out by most of those who are
dismissed frem the farms after the summer's work. Is 'the city to
solve a problemn which is provincial or national? The taxpayer wants
te gct at the root af the difficulty. He wants the lying reports, which
bring eut too*many immigrants, removed from British papers, and
lie wants someone to feed responsible for the welfarc of the newcomers
after their arrivai. So lic shakes lis liead about the municipal soup.

'T HERE was a column article cablcd from England rcgarding sordid
A.sweating conditions in Birmingliam factories, whcrc four

hundred liooks and eyes are stitched by women and children for the
wagc of a penny, since liumanity is cheaper than machinery. There

0 U R are womnen, said the article, who work tw'enty

MH 0 N 0 U R" liours a day and their lot means dreà'ricst po vcrty,
until deatli takes off the burden and the toiler

staggers into a grave. It may have been a truthful, but it was not a
c omforting article. Then there was an account ai the suicide af a
fifteen-ye'àr-old girl in Brantford, also of an allegcd murdcr of a dhihd
two-anid-a-half years old by a lialf-witted boy at Regina.. At the
bottom ef the page was a tliree-column cut of a "layman" upholdi ng
Toronto's "henour,' aise a banner witli the stranige device: "Hall a
million fer missions." Nay, gentle reader, this is nat a satire, but a
few items on the front page of a Toronto morning paper. By ail
means, let us hurry tlie Gospel to the Chinese, but it's w good thing
that they cannot seeCour daily papers. Otherwisc, "John" miglit laugli
in his roomy, Oriental sheeve.

The word "honour" is capable of being twistedt and turncd in
aboeut as many lashions as the word whicli called, forth Madame
Roland's famous apostrophe. A certain chass wouhd consider it no
disgrace ta allow the grocer or the dress-maker te go unpaid but
would be horrified at the notion ef repudiating gambling debts. A
citizen boasted some time age that lie lad mnortgaged lis hause ini
erder te subscribe towards raising the churcli debt. We may owe
China a great deal but the views of the new immigrants within ouir

gtes regarding Teronto's "honour" mniglit bc worti liearing.TI
capital of Ontario lias se freqtientiy beenl patted on the back and
c~aled a good bey by the Sunday visiter fromn Chicago or San Fran-
cisýo that it is in danger of tlianking Heaven that it is not as ether
cities are. Consequently, it is peculiarly sensitive ta an appeah to
show the rest of the world how noble it can be and how many dollars
it can lay upen the plate in the case of a very special collection. But
it is pleasant tQ be assured that the eyes af the "wo)rld" are on generoius


