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which ha'vc‘been colle&ted with greater Exa&nefs., and are ftated yvith more
Accuracy and Precifion than will, we conceive, be found in former
Returns.

It would be equally unneceffary to enter at prefent into 2 minute Detail
of the Newfoundland Fifhery in the early Times of its Eftablifament, and
in its progreffive State, as Your Majefty will find every Circumftance rela-
tive thereto already fully fec forth and enlarged upon by our Predeceffors
in Office, in a Reprefentation made to his Majefty King George the Firft,
in the Year 1718, in which Reprefentation many Fats are ftated, and
Arguments deduced therefrom, and feveral Prqpoﬁtions fubmxt_ted, which
we apprehend will be very worthy of Attention, whenever it fhall be
found neceffary to go into 2 Confideration of thofe Meafures which it may
be ultimately proper to purfue, in wefpeét to this Fifhery in every Part
of it.

It may, however, be neceffary briefly to premife, that for more than a
Century after the Firlt Difcovery of Newfoundland, and the Etablifhment
of its Fitheries, the Opinions of Government, as tothe moft advantageous
Plan of carrying it on for the National Benefit, appear to have been very
unfettled, wavering between Two different and in fome Meafure adverfe
Propofitions, viz. either the planting the Ifland and eftablifhing a Civil
Government, and thereby encouraging a promifcuous Fifhery, or the dif-
couraging Inhabitancy, and thereby confining the Fifhery entirely to Ships
fitted out from thefe Kingdoms; and thus by fomenmes adepting and
purfuing the One, and fometimes the other, as different Interefts pre-
vailed, the Nation loff many Advantages, which would have been derived ta
it, had either one or the other of the Proprofitions been firmly and wni.
formly purfued.

Fhe Attention which was given after the happy Revolution to thofe
Meafures, which might moft effeCtually promote and extend the Commerce
of Great Brizin, meceffarily introduced an Examination into the State of
this important Branchk of that Commerce; and, afzer a full Difcuffion of
the Two different Propofitions which had been before akernately purfued,
. in refpect to the Mode of carrying on the Fithery, the latzer was, though
- not without great Difference of Opinion, adopted; and thofe Regvlations

for the Managemenc of ir, which had been in former Reinns preferibed by
Charters from the Crown, were with fome fmall Aleerations enalted into
Law, by the Statute of the 10th and 11ti: of William the Third.

. As that A& was however foon follow:d by a War between Englend and
France, it was difficult to judge wirth Precifion of the Effe of 1, under
fuch a Circumftince of acciden:al Difcouragement to the Trade. But it
is evident from the Returns of the Number of Ships employed in the
Fithery from Great Britain, not only during the War, but for teveral
Years after the Peace of Utrecht, that the A& had not the Effect to reftore
the Ship Fifhery, which we conccive to have been the principal Objeét of
it; this is neverthelefs not to be wondered at, feeing, that however perfet
and complete the Regulations of the Aét may beas to many Points, yet the
Obfervance of them is not enforced by any Penalty or Mode of Profecution;
nor, if it were, do any of them direétly operate to the reftraining that In-

habitancy,



