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"Sabrina, 1 thîînk i cugbt ta toit

yc omebhingtbsa bas boen veigiigou my
m dfor sois. Lime. If you viiigo intotbis

gardais, I viii foliov Yeu iesoubly."I And
tise seker, Miss Elizabeti Power, slippeci
eut efttie ruent vits unususal aud, asbe
sister thonghât, mcet ludeccrous baste.

'Miss Sabrina sud Miss Elizabeth rower

nee old maidien ladies. I use bise Word
aid " ta express an air cf gentie sntiquiby

vsicis clung te tisei, tellng nct of ohd age,
buiit ef nid idens, cld cosetue, sud ohd courts-
Mies,

Tsoiigb Miss Sabrina vas ouiy fifty-tbree,
aud Miss ElizabsethsLut lerty, Loti saistars
seemed to beloiug te sonme pact goueration.
Thcy lsait no place among thc isurryiug menus
su a incu cf bise preetday. Siinnybank
Cottage and bise gardes vhichi sîîrrnunîdcd lb
possesacd on atmosphere cf traiiqsiiity tisaI
r-an onhy crust vberc p caca antd ciinpiicity
have thiser awelitag. lb as bruiy " 'an aIda
gar.den" mbt vhuieb Misa Sabrini vaîked
iliat evening vits slow sud digîîified setOP9,
tia t exprcstied tacit disapprovai of ber sic-
ter's more liiri-ied gait.

A bedge of icuncysakle flauked eue aide
of the gardon, and bhe obhuer Bide vas pro-
tececd frin tiie cairious eyes cf pamescehy,
iîy a bigis ivy-clstd wall. Miss Sabis
essild remember tise lime wluu tise trocs
tlsWnov steod higiser tsthtlieuse lIrit
lîad been young sapting; lbat tisaIvas ioun,
agit Dark-eycul psisips, nhifsins
stcks, pinks and poppîcs-tlc.i' and nt lier

aprinkici tise oblosg pilot nif gi-uss f lat lAY
su front of bbc porcls.

The ogarden ite aituateil oni lt ede cf aL
bil.Beowil lay tise villag,. liray aud
peacetul it icokzsl, ie.'tlissg aîi il.- fectol tiie
g reat bille bisat slopcd deoii i. t cii u'scry
sýide, ahuttiDgit in troust tlic vos Idl 'uirpie
a uà gray tise7 rose, oue Al~e aiovp aiîcllr,
lihtc eels noi ii lus Ouly -
te thse west tbcy brckc slsgltily, leaving ain
npenrapaco, threugis visul -liniisered tht'
waters cf bise distant lakc. E i.u.yiuiere. Asti
1hoc evening sinsue vn iii IIl splendeur cf
cimnsan aud gold, filiiug hite gap vils ils

uxmluer glcry.
lb was on a Jîue evcniîsg t1ta' Miss

Sâlrina Fuoci by Lise laburtainî rs.auatn
lise coin sig of bier sistor. Sîth"Isa ptare.
fi face, straiglit-featured, astid piaie ai,' s-oîy.
Hec gray isair suas 1sart.ed Iiib iiy'jer -a
rali broie andi aise vore a lace cap vits
usasive rîbbons. Ais shcetn duos

1 
siliber

bauds foirici lu front of ber, ais abîsiospiiere
of rcsbfîîlncaB seemcd ta enanalo freont ber
vissie pcrsonality-ucttbie repoe of oue vue
biait nover struggied, but aucis peace as eniy
essnies after many a bard babtie toîîgbb sud
woan.

Ever since ber parents' deabis sud thse mar-
nage of lier second sister, Miss Sabrina hasd
I;ved witis ber sisiter Eli7abeth, sud nover
usiLil thatcvosiug hiadt tiser. been lise esadow

ofa couccalment bebveen tise aisters. Mis
i':isuîeîi's simple bisougis anti wislies liait
bei-n cver laid at ber sieter'e feet lu perfçet
coisfidecee; sud Miss Sabrinit liai been
sv'srtliy cf tise trust. Aund uew, to find tisat
Elizabeoth biai beau conceahin th'biszg
aud, freint bier suanuer, evidently soinething
important, eausaed ber a sharper paug tissu
abs venul bave cared te ovn. Shiestaihiily
Ir»sbedi âvay s tour as sise tnriied ta ineet
lier aister.

Dcmureiy raising ber black ailS gevu,
Miss Elizabeth crossai tise gravel path, sud
ivalkei over vils slow mncinîg stops te

vhiere ber sicter abouod, bberelsy offeriuig a
tilents splogy for ber reccîîb iuutigiiifiud< con-
duel.. Tiser. vasoamethiug clsuuiiiiingiy in-
cengrueca about tise iîthel,-sly thuat it vould
ho huard tescceîunb for, uîîîless. perbaps, lb
vas caucedl by tise yautifuilness of bier face
and bue antiqiiity cf lier cor1 l îîsue. Certain-

'y bisa bye aide-cuirie af glossy brovu hsair
ioolved out cf plaîce beside lier ti-esi ciseek8,
aud tise sombre govo iii its stein sinplicîty
seemed unsuitai te lier slejîtier figure. f
have nover ceeu szirl or veman sjr.ee ivii, a
more iuugenucus cournînce suard prohabiy
any girl la bier teens uewadaya kuows uere
cf bise vend tisais tisaI isiuhy lady lriew aI
torty. Tlîat nigliL, Miss Elizalscth's eyea
were a brille cusst devis ansie met ber sistar',
glsuce cf perplexe i inqoiry.

IlWhab a besuutiftl evening iL is-is il
not, Sabrins" Rite rcmarked, souuevbat ir-
reievantiy, as danS cicuda ver. rising up
arouind bisetien. "lShahl vo vaiS &bout, or
wssuhd yenî rabiser ait dowvu '

"1TissuS yen, sister. I pretoir toe eeated.
I shahl thon b.e able te psy more attention
te vlîat yon Lave te teli me," anavereul
?1 iss Sabrina, atcruhy bringing bier sister te
lie 'oint.

"'ýoryvehl," asseutai tise obluen, vils a
fl ilthi. Sc otier h.hey vaiked lte.

aulmerhouse, vhsbou ti m a ébéidy o«.e

uer, aud ln silence they auteil theuelvas ou

tu lizbet 1"said Mis Sabrina,

in rather chilly boruas, aller a fev moments'
silence.

"lYea-yca, déar Sabrina--only, tic net
burry me," pleadeul ber sisteor uervoualy.
"1You sec, Sabrina, I really coiula net tell
yeu befere, for I migist have been making
a mistelke, sud that vould bave pet me in a
nîcat distrcsslng position ; but to.day i
really teit ther, vas ne longer any' doubt of
iL, because b"- Thon realieing that ae
vas talkiug rather inccisorently, ais toped
sud vith a binas, turned te pick oe o Lb.é
visite roses tisaI bail stoe in at tise bm7
lattice vinclcv. Pathos sud comedy were
cloaciy ailicd, in the love confidences cf this
elderlymaiden ;but MisSabrina did not
se. anybhing amuising in lber sister'is -î'orda.
Rer nature vas eue lu vsicis iy mauch tan-
deruess, but iL vas coucealed, benestis a cer-
tain cnldues cf nuanuer that s stranger
miglit bave shrunk front. But thons viso
re;ully krscw lier underistecd. It was lu

ne~~~~~~ wiîigbusta ie gged er siter

VaSbrn I .vil ty," epcdd
Mis Elizah ob etly. " eil, fer

.mue time 1 have fsc b iat D)r. Meadews

ha s"-
"Han visaI, Elizabeth *' inquireti Sabirinam

sistar, bas-ic v'ery klnd le

"Ohs"-precisc and prolongea. " Re lias
an benvry kind te me, Elizabeth ; batb1
do tint fiud tisaI lus kindut'es voigisa on my
id." Shewias deterîiiied that ber sister

sboula apeak plaiuly, isowê-ver Lard alto
migist find il.

-Ne, cf course net," sud M iss, Elizabeth
laiiglied nervcîialy. " But, denr Sabrina, i
faut-y, in fact 1 uiay alniostliay i know, that
li" i, lncss ta me is a littie d ifférent. He
ii; sri rciiarkably kiod. To-day, I was coin-
ing up front the village, sud I met iiu pt
at .ise corner of Birtie Lane. He turned and
valied up beaide me, sud actually persistcd
in rarryiug my basket, Sabrina. "

"aHow overpoveriugly kind !" aaid Miss
galrins sarcasl.iosly.-" Anytiig moire?
IlYas, yen. I am couiing ta it, if yoo sili

oniy give me a litie time," impiored lier
sister. "As 1 vas rayiug, hie carried My
basket ansd, .rfabrina, lie made me take bis
arm. I rcally wasg not Rara visetier il vas

proper iu thedaytime andl ail tise neigliboure
abOnt ;bat I coutl sot refisse. Wbeu vo got

te lise top cf tbc biii, Leakeil me if Ivould
go fora I ittie stroil lu the vood.-I vas

aid you igbt net approve," sie adde
iiy, soir'g a dlsifi d coughis rom

Sabrina ; «"but, you kuow, 1 eouid not sy,
1. Lank yen ; I ai afrsid ,abrina mi ht not
ike lb,' ticugisit voulil bave been qulito
truc se visat coulal 1 do?"

Miss Sabrina voucissafed no asaer ; se
Miss Elizabeth burricd on. Il o, vscu u-e
Ladl been vaiking a lUite bime, hae said va
vould ait dovu for a littie. If you remember,
Sabrinaý-sst 1 isardiy tiik yen yull-I hall

ned a .inL bu my broocis. Weil, Dir.
Madov i a me if I vould giveit ta hum,

'Oh, -e,tDr.tMeadovs,' 1 sald, ' If yen

car. for iL bb yen knov you have pienty cf
bbsam iniý lu ycur ovugarden. -'Yas.'

ho saîd ; ' but X should like buis oue par-
ticnlsrly, Miss Elizabeth;' sud rcslly' S-t-
brins, ho looked quite isandeemre, sud yon
ksiow ho is net striotly goed Iooking. So I
unpinncd iL sud banidedit te bien; nd-1
amn afraid lb vas dresdfuily impropr-but
Lie beld my bond sud said, ' Miss- Elizabeth
-ElizabethsV il

'I Va2 tisat ail?" inquircd Sabrina, etil
coldly.

"1Yes, lb vas; because juat tissu Mr. sud
Mrs. Birkebb camne lute sight, sud cf course
wvo get up; sud as tbey ver. boinas us ail
thse va y home, Dr. Meadova Lad ne chance
et fiuisbing visat Lie vas gciug te say."I

"lDid Mr. aud Mrs. Birkett vaiS se close-
iy bebiud yen that Dr. Meadowa coula net
continue Lis cenversation ?" Ralid Sabrine,
stihl determineil sot ta sec visa bier sistor
vast driving at.

IlNo, no, Sabrina," exposbuhated bhc litie
lady; "bubbeceuld Lardly say auytblng very
coufidential vise» tisey ware lookiug ou ;aud
I really do tbink "- -trcmulouuly-" tisat.
Le vas gelng te sy aoecthiug very import-
ant.",

Il Iu faut, Elizabeths, yen tisink that Dr.
Meadova vas geiug te Pr;.ke yen an offer cf
marriagel"

Wel, Sabrinsa, i rcaiiy de."
"Tsc lot met cil yenî, Elizaiseths," said

Miss Sabrina, risinq frott ber chair sud
standing before bier sister, Il I believe yeu ta
ba cutirehy insaakesi. lu tise firat place,
Dr. Meadcws bas oniy iscen s widower for
tbreo Vears ;fort-lier, ho la a mais cf Lise
vorid,'sud exl cenus'y rt-h li-ail nt seules
facté Tmake iL miprobalile, iiay, îîipotable
th"s h6 iboluhd dram»n of marrylîg a compara-

tively poor eld masd." MisSabrina îhrew
a cruel exuphalson the lut tbree orde, aad
Elizabeth covu,.d besicath the dread ma-*
tonce.

The pin vo wlllngly infliet for the sake
of mnotra weoUare cute the giver more than
the. reccîver, and there la ne part more bard
t play than that of an elrthly providence.

Wit tossquivering on hor eyelashes,
miss Elizabeth looked up pitecusly. "lBut,
Sabrina, visat else culd he usean ?"

*Nothiisg elac. The mistake you mnade
vas in thinking ho meant anything at aIL I
askyouif youoandidiy think yenuhaveenough
attractions te warrant Bachs a, supposition t,

..Well, S4brina. 1 used te, be considered
prety," Ilsobbed Mise Elizabeth.

« rctty at tventy does not mean pretby
at forty, Elizabeth. Believe me, yent are
nîjetaken, snd bie thaukful that, you diii net
commit yourself ln any vay."I

Bitter as MiesSabrina's t.sk wasslhevnoid
finish it without fiinching, tbough ab that
moment she coula have gathered up ber
Jit$,le siater in bier arma aud wept ovcr her.

IThon, Sabrina, do you. think tliat tie
hsd botter give up our acquaintance triths
bîmt"

IlNo, ne, Elizsbotb-nothusg cf thse sort.
Re bas been a vcry good friend te us, aud 1
aboula net like te loe bis friendship. Ail
yeti baye tu do ie te be a little resesrved and
distant vit h lim. Mon are ]lits becs, sisiter;-
the,, fiy trom one blesaom te anotiser, suck-
iiîg a little honey here and btere; andif they
do settle on any particular fiower, yoen msy
he sure il, will ie a gorgeonîs eue. Always
remember that, my dear, and neyer ashow
yourseif te be led agnin inoa sucb meaniug.
lies sentinsentaliam."

'II suppose you are rigist, Salirina.
1 wiii try te think no more about
at, if yen viii euly assure me that
yoen do not think 1 ledi bien on ta
say more titan bemcaîît. i could not bear
tu b., tbotîgbt. imnsiodest," faltered Mies
Elizabeth.

IlNo, sister,' replied Mhi" Power white a
rare and tender amile softened bier whole
face, I do not think anything of bte sort.
1 only tbink you bave made a mistake-s
Lhing we are ail apt to do, my dear. Let us
say no more about ib." And ts vialked

Blcvly down bise patis and int the bouse,
stopping ta loi dowu into the valley, vbere

lie bUe reckis of smoke rose up tbrough tbc
sti air.

"lCruel only ta bie kind." Tbe words rangin ber eas, but they broughb littie consola.
bien te bier heart, aud bbc remembrance of
ber sister's tear-staiucd. face follovwed ber juta
her cool bedroosu with its dimity liangimg

Wh1ien Mies Elizabeth was lef t siens, ae
crusbed the rose sbte liad plucked and let
it fait te tise ground. Her Isopes, ber labo-
begotten romance, tbc dresma of bome.life
andisappinees, se naturai ta every, true vo.
mani-.Lthese vere at an end. Se was no
heroine, coly n simple old maid ;yet, aibting
tisera in the gathering twilight, weeping
softly over bise wreok of bier rosy dreama, aise
mnade a pioture cf infinite pathos, terribly
reslinm itst catin resiguation nnd absence of,
a&l yeuthfol passion and rebellion.

An hour or two Inter, the. sietera eat at
bLair usual games of piquet in the old.fasbion-
cd parleur, witb ite bigis.bsoked chairs snd
sombre sideboard. No aigu bebrayed their
recent painful conversation ; but it vas a
secret relief ta eacb vison Miss Elizabeth
won Mie games witb a Ilcarbeblanohe."

IlHow unusual 1", said Miss Sabrina,
rather wcarily as aise laid the pack in bhe
old fern-covered box. "Nota single colom
cd card!,

l.No," responded Miss Elizabeth Baaly-
nta single colonred card, Sabrina."

For a minute or two the sistera sat vitis.
out seking.

"Î w liard life is 1" tbought Mies Sa-
brios ; aud "lHov bard life is 1" thought
MdisaElizabeth.

I will have my cocos in mny bedroosu,
Elizabeths," remarkes Miss Sabrina &fter a
pause, during wbich tke cSk ticked peace-
f ully on the mantel.siself. IlGood.night,
îsy dear ; you en have youtr aupper bers,
or in your bedrocin toc, wbioisever yen pre.fer ;" and kissing ber asaer's cbeek, s.he
left tise rocis.

Milton Miss Elizabeth board tbe door of
iabrinsa bedrocen click te, site rose, put Ont
the iamp, and vitb a parbing stroke cf un-
conseicue pussy, $bl.e toc, vent ta ber bcd-

Ne tiser sister Lsd any supper, but cacis
thougit of tise other comfortabiy slpping
ber cocos lu "deababille"

" 1Muet armeeyiu, moannoyiog,"mnl.-
lered good Dr Maîow a h closed tbe
Wlclcel gale aftcr Mise Elizabeth Pover and
walked down thse quiet taue. Hle vats .
msssive.lnnluing man, about forty.five, witb

iren-g!ray lotir, and a square, clcan-tqhavee
cbi. Like mont uortb.ccuntry men, ho vas
slow te terni lik an sd dàblkes; but visca a

feeling oce took peauson of hlm, lb clungt
te blim VUtJ ret tenaci.y. Ev.,
aine tihe tint f'ewmenthe after lbth
deabh cf bis firat ife o b. hall
watelied Miss Elizabeth with ineresn
solicitude. Hie firet marriage, late uhe
hadl isoen ais uusatisfactory eue. Like
miany mou vosu necesity bans et bard at
the griudstoue duriug cariy mmnod pro
hiblbing ail ticugista cf marriage for ts
tisas, Lie badl bitaenta tbirty.uine vcry
susceptible te voman's charme, snd ling in
love vibh a London belle, viiese finances
werc scarcely aufficient ta aupply ber lu

Rsetes sud triiikota, liad miriied, foudly
ie in lu hbb disioteresitedrieis cf his

wife's afezioû, ocrer dreaming that bis
bardly.earued ' ducats' could bave sny
intrinao value in bier oyca. But hoe veko
troin bis dream cf love te find lus vile ex-
travagant, rapaeious for gaiety, aud utterly
uneaited te settle devss ta comfortable,
domcatic life a bbc vile cf a count.ry doc.
ter. But ne eue ever guessed tise aisadow
tLat darlcened bis life. To outwsrd eyes ha
vas s kind affectionatohlushsand ; sud Clars
Meadowa bail ne ressort te lopain cf bis
inceusideratences or tyranny. Thec absence
cf that lcving soînage wisich sanctifies inar.
niage did net affect hier, sud she vas
q uite content whiteclber whins iverc grati-

cda vithout interferonce on bier litsbaaJ's
part.

Wbcu, Lbrec years alter thiscr marriage,
bis vif. vas killed lu a railway accident,
Dr. Mcadosvs couîla nct pretenii to ftel .sny
passionste grief or reniorse. lic simply laid
bbc past aside quictly ; and wlicu Miss
Elîzabotlî's geutlepericunality began la fl
bis tisoughte, ise lieid it no sligsb to bis dead
wife, bctweeu lîimaelf sud wheuî btuec lata
never been nny deep anti lastiug attacimeut.
Ho svas ot abold man), oce that would ride
over any obstacle wibhoubhoaicitation, sud hoi
hitd waited Lill ail ,ieeuied smooth for bis
suit. Tu have madle upt hisi miud to an
acbiial declaration cf bis feêuig.% meant a
great moral sud mental effort ,and as lie
w&lked honte on that Jantri afterne'on, thse
relaxation that followys on the heela cf auy
effort bogan te mraite itseif feit. He was
aimnt thîankfukmtliat lb adl hec spared thse
ordei. for lits vas uofiery passion of youtlî,
cager te sclire the beloved chie.t, but tise
eteady liantie cf mature affection, thlat eau
vait witlicut the fcver.beats of dellyed
happincas. Doobts came over him as 'ie
Bat in lus sbîîdy bliat eveeiîîg.

"lI bave no attractions," lie thougbt,
"lWby should I imagin that any wonsan
can care formenîow. utgis otyt o
tbc curront cf that calm life? If, in sieekiîîg
love, 1 lose friendaii, 1 sahl indeed have
made a fatal mistakre. ' Se lie pcudered over
the long cisurchsvarden tisat vas bis ouly
companion during bise long evenin a. At
]at be came te tise cooclusion tEt thse
matter shounl b decidcd by Mies Elizsbetb'a
manner ta lîim at their next meeting.

IlIf," ho lhcugist, -"chu receives me kmnd.
ly and with soe littie embarrasemtent,
visicis I mny reaaonabiy except, abould aise
feel abie te roeura affection, 1 saai coucludeail is veil. for sise cannt nov fait te bave
nderstaod my feelissgs boyards ber, sud I

vilI thoen speak more plainly. But il ah.
brouts me witb any assumption cf rasterve or
coldnesa, I sistait simply let tise matter drop,
sud ding aIl thse more closeiy te our plestaot
friendahslp."

1 believe in bise bobtom cf bis iseart Dr.
Meadova 1usd a secret conviction that Miss
Elizabeth woold net bie averse te bis suit, fer
bis cyca vandered round bise renoî
vibh aus expression of serens satin.
faction, and bie amootbed bte rumpled
asitimacassar on bthe sofa tblnking, 1 féel
sure. cf the littie banda that lcved se Wel
te straighton aIl disorder aud ameeti say
ail pain snd acrrov.

CHAPTER Il.

Tiha ncxt morning nothing unusual mark.
cd tbc cenduot cf eier of tise Miss Powers.
Ms Sabrina vas oslmly dignidced, as vaa
lier vont; sud if Miss Elizabeth'. cheeka
vere a sisade paler thtan usual ber laugs vas
evar on bier lips, sud ber spiritaseemed even
brigbber tissu usuai. TisaI pride cf curs
vhicis bide us don tise mask cf mfrtb vas
atrong in ber. Sabrina ehold nover guette
bte impression tisat Dr. Meadov's conduot
La made upc» herfooliah old Leart 1 White
bisesistera vere sibting at breakfast, Bridizeî,
their one domestie, brougist in s foreigo-
leoking letter. Chîce, tiscir mnrried master,
vas living iu Marseilles vits bier husaasd,
Ml. Cervay, a French arcisiteot, who vas
supbri.itending tii building fa large tisestre
there; sud lier veekly lettera were looked
forvard te vits great pîcsuro by Lotis nie.
bers, tisougis Miss Sabrina Ladl au inborn
borror ut Fransce and cverytbiug Frech.
Tise very word suggeated somebing bigbly
impreper sud objecticnable, in ber opinion.
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