HOUSE OF

Monday, July 21, 1969

The house met at 2 p.m.

MAN ON THE MOON

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister):
Mr. Speaker, the rules of this chamber pro-
perly restrict statements to matters or events
which the government deems it necessary to
make known to the house. The events which
occurred during the past 24 hours are known
by all hon. members and will gain little from
repetition now. They are, nonetheless, of such
an incredible nature, and illustrate so vividly
the accomplishments of man in the fields of
science and technology, that it is fitting for
us to pause with all humanity to reflect on the
magnificent accomplishment of this ‘“giant
leap”.

[Translation]

Since the dawn of history men have turned
their eyes heavenward to gaze at the
mysterious moon. Through the courage of
three men and the talents of many thousands
of others, that heavenly body has suddenly
given up its mysteries and has come within
the grasp of earth. The adventure which we
observed last night is surely one of the
greatest achievements of all time.

[English]

On behalf of the government and the peo-
ple of Canada, may I in this place congratulate
the three astronauts and the people of the
United States for this deed. We all wish the
astronauts Godspeed and a safe return to
earth.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Hon. Robert L. Stanfield (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I would like per-
sonally and on behalf of my colleagues to
associate ourselves with the congratulations
extended by the Prime Minister to the astro-
nauts, their families, and the United States
of America. We join him in wishing the astro-
nauts a safe return. It was a tremendous
achievement. The science, engineering and
technology behind the achievement are al-
most beyond the comprehension of a person
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such as myself, as is the degree of precision
achieved and, of course, the courage of the
men involved.

It was a great day for mankind, but it did
provoke some sober thoughts in those of us
who watched the achievement. It reminded
us that the same man who is capable of
reaching the moon in this way daily involves
himself in practising inhumanity on other
men. I hope, as I am sure everybody does,
that the sublime achievement of the men
responsible for the landing on the moon will
remind us that while we are frequently as
men rather petty, thoughtless and selfish and
sometimes rather vicious, mankind is capable
of this kind of achievement. We hope this
example will serve not only to mark a great
step forward scientifically but to remind man-
kind generally of what man is really capable
of achieving.

Mr. T. C. Douglas (Nanaimo-Cowichan-The
Islands): Mr. Speaker, the members of this
party would like to associate themselves with
the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition in paying tribute to the astro-
nauts who yesterday accomplished a feat
which staggers the imagination. This may
well open a new chapter in the history of
man’s long development as he reaches out
beyond his own planet to other planets and
the stars. Even while we speak the two astro-
nauts who landed on the moon are involved
in one of the most dangerous manoeuvres of
the exercise. I am sure all of us are hopeful
that they will be successful and will shortly
be returning to earth to receive the plaudits
of an admiring world.

While we are praising the astronauts, I am
sure all of us will keep in mind the thousands
of men and women whose research and tire-
less work made this flawless performance
possible. It now only remains for those of us
who are still chained to earth to do every-
thing we can to see that man’s social and
moral development keeps pace with his tech-
nological advancement.

[Translation]

Mr. Bernard Dumont (Frontenac): Mr.
Speaker, we wish to join with the Prime Min-
ister (Mr. Trudeau) in congratulating the



