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Referring to the Davis contract, Sir 
Wilfrid spoke of the protest against de­
lay upon this contract filed with him 
8>y the late President Hays. He had, he 
said, discussed the matter with Mr. Hays 
and had referred it to Chairman Parent, 
but, after full consideration, he, himself, 
had reached the conclusion that it would 
be risky til law and unfair to the Davis 
firm to cancel the contract when efforts 
had been made by the contractors to get 
the work under way. Messrs. Staunton 
.and Gutdius held a different view; they 
held Messrs. Davis in default, but it 
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Quebec-New Brunswick Section.

“In their report these gentlemen pass 
judgment, too, upon the QueMfe-New 
Brunswick section,” he continued. “What 
was their authority? This was purely a 
matter of policy settled by parliament 
mid by the people at two elections. They 
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Wilfrid concluded as follows:
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“In the lenpthy course of the debate 
Chsve had the pdvilege of having been 
taken to task more than once, and held 
responsible for the construction of this 
railway. The statements, charges, re­
proaches, stigmas—call them what you 
Witt—1 accept, yea, accept as an honor.
^“fboid myself largely responsible for 

conceiving and carrying on this great 
undertaking, an undertaking conceived 
to secure for this dominion a transcon­
tinental railway, all on Canadian soil, 
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federal government and their re 
effect on the action of the common 
cil in this matter.”
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The full text of Commissioner McL 
Ian’s address to council was as follow!

Your Worship!—I have waited i 
some time, hoping that some aoti 
which might be within the province 
this council, would be taken in regard to

council to accomplish much, but it does What 
appear to me, that the chief magistrate people o 
of this city, has a duty to perform, and know is, 
on behalf of the taxpayers of the city or has a 
should be prepared to take a fom riandj
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railway’s routing, and which means 
everything to St. John. , Viîi

I have noted with interest, that you 
are about to proceed to- Fredericton, to by i 
meet with and talk over the matter with gua. 
the premier, and I sincerely trust that the 
your mission may be productive of some
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