FRUIT GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO.

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,
By Mugray Permir, WiNoNa, ONrtaRrIO.

Again we are permitted to meet and extend to each one that friendly greeting we
owe to each other as horticulturists. All are interested in one co

the Province in which we live, and the ; for health is
wealth. What association is to-day 'aboring more earnestly for this than the society of
which you and I have the honor to be members, by encouraging the growing of fruits,
flowers and vegetables, and ever advocating the doctrine that every land.owner in this
Province, no matter how small, can have a fruit, lower and vegetable garden, thereby
bringing health and happiness to his family? What is more elevating to humanity than
the outgrowth of our industry ! What more advances the wealth of our Province than
the work in which we are engaged ! What to-day has placed our beloved Province more
in advance of the other provinces than the fact that fruit growing has become a success in
all her borders, largely through the work of this Association ?

Now that every home in our land can be fully and cheaply supplied with fruit, and
an abundance for export, should we not turn our attention more fully and earnestly to
better means of transportation and development of markets ? The abundant crop and low
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new markets should engage our careful consideration. While we claim to bea progressive
association, and welcome the advent of new additions to the already large list of choice
varieties, we might now leave their development to our fruit experiment stations, where
their true value, hardiness, productiveness, and quality, as well ag their adaptability as
to locality and soil, might be fully tested, and not, in our ambition to secure a mine of
wealth in some new and untried variety, forget that almost millions of barrels are being
produced now of exceedingly fine quality, the value of which might be enormously
Increased could we place them upon the markets of the world in proper condition and at
reasonable cost. Thousands upon thousands of barrels this year are scarcely bringing

we ask ourselves can it be

product to these companies
to carry them to their destin he other end? That part of

the transaction we do not see. Reports as to the prospects that reach us are very
encouraging, but returns are most discouraging. Much fault is laid at the door of the
packer, but this I cannot endorse as being general. We have before us to-day an object
lesson, and one we might carefully study for our future guidance. Large quantities of

choice apples wasted in the orchards, * Why 7’ Because of doubt and uncertainty in
régard to the s

Freight from,

pool, $1.074 per bbl. by the car load ; insurance, say 3¢ per bbl. ;

cable charges, 1c per bbl., : receiving, delivering, and sale expenses, etc., 18c per bbl, ;
commission, 5 per cent., this year, on selling price of say 8s. per bbl,, 10¢, and he has
the respectable sum of $1.40 against him. Now, out of the small balance of 52¢ in his
favor, there is one barrel to pay for, 28¢c ; picking, 10c; packing, 10c ; cartage, well, we
will only charge half what they do on the other side, because we can do it ourselves, 5¢, and
wewill throw in small items, such as nails, postage, telegrams, stationery, etc., for the sake of
doing business with those large receiving firms in the Old Country, always remembering the
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