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THE TARIFF QUESTION.
President-elect Harding sald
| weel: —
{ ' “No nation was ever great, no nation
| ever achieved eminence that did not
{ develop trade with the world.”
The New York Times commends this
.auertlon to the thoughtful attention of
| the advocates of the Fordney tariff bill,

last

THE BOY LIFE SURVEY.

From the religious, the moral, the edu-
cational, the industrial and social stand-
points, it is desirable to get the infor-
mation concerning boy life in St. John
which the boy-life survey to be made on
March 80 will secure. This is strictly
a layman’s movement, initiated by the
Rotary Club, and having the support of
the commercial bodies, the Trades
and Labor Council, the Improvement

{and those who would even re-enact the
\Payne-Aldrich tariff. Tt reminds them
hhd “protection or freer trade or irce
rtrlde is for any country at any tinie a
}amatter not of abstract principles, but of
} cconomic opportunism or necessity”; and
{that conditions have greatly changed in
,‘the United States since the period be-
) fore the war, when the United States was
ja debtor nation. In 1914 the country
fowed $5,000,000,000 abroad, but now
'“ahroad” owes the United States between
| $18,000,000,000 and $15,000,000,000. ¥lence
ithe Times quotes the following state-
t‘mem: made in March Harper’s by Mr
"Thomas W. Lamont:—
[ “Therefore, whether we will it or not,
| from this time forward we must act the
;"part of a creditor nation; we must be
t governed by the economic and commer-
beigl laws that govern creditor- nations.
:’\Ve must begin to realize, if we do not
jmiready realize it, that we cannot con-
tinue to pile up these credits indefinitely
! without disarranging our own and the
fworld’s markets. In other words, we
hall find our” operations working against
the old mercantile theory of trade, that
same ancient theory that England, as a
great creditor and commercial- nation,
found herself compelled to abandon a
hundred and fifty years ago. We shall
find ourselves ardently desiring to buy
I as well as to sell. If such shall prove to
ihe the case—and I can see no escape from
t‘it—we shall automatically tend toward
freer trade.”

The Times adds some remarks of its
iown which are very much to the point.
“We quote:—

“Touching are the high-protection ro-

Leagues, the Y. M. C. A, Y. M. C. I,

Playgrounds Association, Boy Scouts,
| Motor Boat Club, and ‘other organiz-
ations; .but it also has the hearty ap-
proval of the churches, regardless of
denomination.

Such surveys have been made in a
number of Canadian and many Ameri-
can cities, and the information when
gathered and tabulated will present in
the elearest manner the boy-life problem
of the community. That this survey
will result in concentrateed effort to do
more for the boys of the city than has
ever before been attempted is as cer-
tain as that the facts when presented
will arouse the public conscience to a
deeper sense of its duty to the boys.

The clergymen of the city can do a
greatédeal by telling their people about
this survey and requesting them to co-
operate, so that when the hundreds of
men—there should be a thousand of
them—go out on March 80 with their
cards to get the salient facts about every
boy in St. John between the ages of
seven and eighteen they will find parents
everywhere interested and sympathic
and helpful.

It is a hopeful indication of betler
things when so many men of all creeds
as are embraced in the membership of
the organizations mamed are ready and
anxious to do something practical for
the benefit of the boy-life of the city.

MAKE IT NATIONAL.
The difficulty which confronts British

Columbia in regard to liquor importa-

tions illustrates the need of national pro-

o

mances. The magicians will at the samc
time choke off ‘dumping, decrease the in-!
flow of merchandise, and collect three
times as much money on the remnant.
‘What must sink into the American mind
$s that the United States is @ great credi-,
tor nation; that in order to sell it must
buy; that it has an immense foreign
trade to be kept or lost; thaf it depends
in part or altogether upon foreign sources
for some of its prime raw materials and
articles of general consumptlion, upon
foreign markets for the sale of the sur-
plus of its great agricultural pmducts,!
t minerals, manufactures, and that a tariff!
which curtails imports curtails the buy-
liug power of the countries which want
?U\at surplus.”

. - ——

STOP THE PILFERING.

In view of the facts of the case, as
resented at a meeting of the executive
«of the Commercial Club yesterday, and
as previously set forth at a meeting of
that club, the city council should re-j
iverse its attitude regarding the police |
protection at the West Side wharves and |
warehouses. It is most desirable that the |
good name of the port should be restored. |
The gentlemen who met at the Com-
mercial Club rooms yesterday were told |
plainly by the chief surveyor of the
Canadian Board of Marine Underwriters
#hat St. John was regarded as one of the
worst ports in regard to pilfering from
cargo. This state of things must bc!
yemedied, and Mr. Charlton declared |
mositively that it could be done, and in
the case of one particular cargo it had
Deen proved. The city council is now in-
wited to make the experiment for the
short balance of the present shipping
season by giving adequate police pro-
4ection. It cannot well refuse to do so
qinless it is prepared to give the trans-,
portation companies absolute control of
Mhe warehouses, with authority to ad-

it only those they may choose to ad-
pmit. There is to be a further confer-

nce, at which the executive of the
&omme‘mial Club, Board of Trade and
otary Club are asked to meet with the
! hipping men, and go together to the
ty council. In the interests of the
port pilfering must be reduced to a
inimum. There is also the question of
creased fire insurance on the West Side,
hich ought not to be left where it is

t present.

‘The Times iprints today a letter sent
1o the city council by the harbor com-
mmittee of the Board of Trade on Jan.

4. deseribing conditions and suggesting

remedy. To this letter, as to that of
{the Commercial Club letter, no answer
I'was received.

f

e s AT SRS

)
‘ In a speech at Halifax, last week, M-
| 'K. H. Smnith, engineer of the Nova Sco-
Hia Water Power Commission, said that.
Yesides the coal supply, there had been
discovered sources of power which
should put the maritime provinces in as
favorable a position as any portion of
fthe American continent in respect to
power. He said it had been a surprise
'#0 him to find at what a low unit of cost
#hese powers could be developed. The
large amount of equipment now being
eonstructed In Ontario for marltime
ywater power generation, which he esti-
mated had a capacity of at least 20,000
rse-power, was a striking indication of
e development which was going on in

|'hibition. The Montreal Weekly Witness
| says:—

“It is anti-national to make a provin-
cial question of what is in essence and
constitutionally a national question.
Gangrene in one member sends its poison
through the whole body. It is anti-na-
tional bécause no province can escape
contamination from a wet neighbor.
Nationhood requires as far as possible
common usage. * * * * Splicing
local legislation into national will never
make a good or safe job. The provinces
which have sought to heal themselves
without healing their neighbors have
been having experience of how it works,
* * ¥ % Tf liquor legislation is a pro-
vincial question it is pure tyranny not lo
let the provinces deal with it. * * *
* It is common in the courts to ask,
‘Under which #t do you bring this
case? The appeal to parliamentary law
excludes provincial law and vice versa.
The officers of a provincial government
will not enforce a national law, which
‘was at all times the weakness of the
Scott Act, and the federal officers will
not handle offences against provincial
law. That two laws aiming at the same
thing should make war upon and slay
each other looks like a silliness for which
there should be some remedy. Still no
federal law would prevent the enactment
of provincial laws to the same end. At
all events, the nation will never be free
till its acts as a whole, and till the axe
is lald to the very root of the tree.”
| So long as the laws in Quebec and
‘British Columbia are more partial to the
liquor traffic than those of the other
provinces there cannot be complete pro-
hibition, and the aim of the people who
want complete prohibition should be to
bring more and more pressure to bear at!
Ottawa. The question should be an issue
in the general elections.

e}

The headings in the morning papers
almost transported the reader back to
the active period of the war. “Heavy
Fighting in Petrodrad,” “Britain Agrres
to Occupy Mannheim,” met the eye, and
it required an effort of the mind tb get
its proper bearings. But these head-
lines, on reflection, are not discomfort-
ing. 'T'he first indicates that Bolshevism
is losing its grip; and the second that
Germany is not to be permitted to have
her own way and dictate terms to a;
world she threw into the agony of a
dreadful war. The reporis make it
clearer that Soviet rule in Russia is tot-
tering. With regard to Germany, the
Allies give her until Monday to yield,
and {f she refuses they will occupy more
German territory and take other drastie
measures to ensure compliande with their

terms.
® & ® &

The Lloyd George candidate won yes-
terday in the Woolwich by-election .The
majority was not large, but it will suf-
fiice. 'This is the second by-election
won within a short time by the govern-
ment.

“JUNKETS,” IMMORTAL.*.

(By William Rose Benet.)

“What has become of Junkets I know
not. 1 suppose Queen Mab has eaten
him.”—Leign Hunt to Charles Cowden
Clarke, July 1, 1817,

(“Junkets” was W#¥ intimates’ affec-
tionate nickname for John Keats, ap-
plied to his exuberance of spirit.)

What hml;l become of “Junkets?” I know
well,

The goldfinch, the wildbriar, the elm-
trees know.

The secret’s one the sunset burns to tell.

The gossiping brooks divulge it as they
flow,

The tranced white clouds convey
tattle-tale -

Is every leaf in every woodland ride.

Sunlight on dappled lane and grassy
swale i

Smiles it to all the English countryside.

it;

He did not die nigh to the Spanish
stairs

In dro}\lwsing Rome, even if his dust is
id

Under her violets, his last despairs

At rest beside the Cestian pyramid.

That valiant spirit wherein all beauty
quivered

Outlives forever the failing brain and
heart

Consumed by love lightnings
many-rivered

Descended on the altar of his art.

when

And summer’s wind that runs the rip-
pling barley

(Watched by his hazel eyes with such
delight),

Bees on the foxglove bloom in buzzing
parley,

The flickering shadow of a swallow’s
flight, .

Hold him more closely now than all his
glories

Of marbled myth, all that our world
esteems

Of jewelled language in those enchant-
ed stories

He wove on purple tapestry of dreams.

Now he exults in all the secret raptures

Of earth, all color and fragrance near

or far,—

through the flaming

storms and captures

The throbbing, luminous heart of every
star.

The flowers, the clouds, the birds are
hfs in keeping.

They brighten beneath that swife
viewless wing.

His is all summer’s shining, all autumn’s
weeping,

All the wild virginal ardor of the spring.

*This poem in commemoration of the

Centenary of John Keats was read be-

for the Authors’ Club of New York on

Thursday, February 24.

LIGHTER VEIN,

Making Himself Useful.

““Golly, but I'se tired!” exclaimed a
tall and thin negro, meeting a short and
stout friend.

“What you been doin’ to get tired?”
demanded the other.

“Well,” explained the thin one, draw-
ing a deep breath, “over at Brother
Smith’s dey are measurin’ de house for
some carpets. Dey haven’t got no yard-
stick and I’'se just exactly six feet tall.

Flows sunset,

and

a-layih’ down end a-getting up all over
deir house.”—Pittsburg Chronicle-Tele-
graph.

One on the City Chap,

Montana Farmer—Jim Jones was born
in the city, and while yet a young man
went into the country to work on a farm.
Did he ever tell you why he came back
to the city to live? No? I don’t blame
him. Well, I'll tell you.

The second day he was on the farm
he was called before dawn and told to
harness the mule to the sleigh. He-was
too tired to light a lantern, and in the
dark he didn’t notice that a cow was in
the stable with the mule. The farmer,
impatient at the long delay, shouted from
the house:

“Jones, what are you doing out there?”

“I can’t get the collar over the mule’s
head,” Jones yelled back; “his ears are
frozen.”

The worn-out old stove crouched wan-
ly on the rubbish pile and, pointing to
the ash heap, remarked to the garbage
tin:

“0, my! There’s all that’s left of an
old flame of mine!”

\,(_.__

We have a mummy in this museum,
said the guide, “that has had some wheat
in his hand since the .days of _the
Pharaohs.”

“Well,” rejoined Mr. Dustin Stax, “I”d
advise him not to hold on any longer.
L “Wheat ’ll never be any higher.”

A middle-aged suburbanite, overtaken
on an afternoon stroll by a young mar-
ried friend who was taking a memory
training course, inquired as to the pro-
g;ess the latter was making. “Doing

e, was the reply. “Fill your pipe
from my pouch—UIll tell you while we
perambulate.” But the last word was
hardly uttered when he made a right-
about face and returned at the double
on his tracks. In the evening he met
the middle-aged friend, who called to
return the pouch. “Thanks,” smiled the
owner. “I suppose you wonder why I
left you so abruptly. Law of association
—worked beautifully. The word ‘tobac-
co’ followed by ‘perambulate’ reminded
me of something.” “Importrant?”’ “Well,
ves. Don’t breathe a word to the wife.
I’d left the perambulator outside the to-
bacco store and the baby was in ‘it.”

A country store-keeper was standing
in front of his place one morning when
a man came along leading a couple of
weary looking nags.

“Want a hoss?”

“Guess not.”

“Pll trade you one for goods,” said
the stranger. Tl take it out in ter-
baccer, in fact.”

“Might make a dicker along those
lines,” said the storekeeper, ‘“provided
we kin agree on a basis.”

“What’s your basis?”

“Well, I'll trade with you plug for
plug.”

Musical Breakfast.

“What do you suppose has come over
my husband this morning, Sophia?” ex-
claimed a conscientious little bride to the
new servant. “I never saw him start
down town so happy.
like a bird.”

“Pm to blame, mum; I got the
packages mixed this morning, and in-
stead of giving him oatmeal I cooked the
birdseed.”—Disston Crucible.

Jes® Stroppin’,

Dugald McTavish, the all-round ath-
lete and sportsman in the village, entered
his name for all events in the recent
local Highland games. The first event:
on the programme was the half—mﬂe,‘

and of eight runners Dugald finished
eighth. “Dugald, Dugald,” said a fellow
Scot, “why do you not run faster?” “Run
faster!” he said scornfully, “an’ me re-
servin’ masel for the bagpipe competi-

e provinees.

F

tion.”

When the train stopped at a little sta-
tion in the South, a tourist from the
North emerged and gazed curiously at
a lean animal rubbing itself against a
scrub oak,

“What do you call that?” he asked a
negro.

“Razor-back hawg, suh.”

“What's he rubbing himself against
the tree for?”

“He’s stroppin’ hisself, suh; jes’ strop-
pin’."—Schoolfield (Va.) Progress,

' ceived.

So to oblige Brother Smith I ;
o oblige Brother Smith Ise been;.t\ pr Lo 7" edpgutie fired,” and. there

He’s whistling
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THE NEWSPAPER REPORTER.

(Nashville Tennesseean.)

It is the custom for the laymen of lim-
itcd knowledge of the world and the
people to speak of a newspaper reporter
disparagingly; to talk with him conde-
scendingly and to take unto himself an
air of superiority when one is near.
Reporter>—he says to himself—Oh, a
reporter is a young chap trying to make
an honest living until he gets into some
more business-like line of work. In other
words, a creature to be tolerated. Thus
is his ignorance shown.

Yet, we wonder, does the “average
business man” fully understand the
function of a reporter, his business ideals,
and the power which he may wield at
times? Not all reporters are young

chaps “trying to make an honest living.”
Some are old men making magnificent |
incomes. : f

Several years ago we were traveling
with one of these older men, who has
reported every great world event in the
last generation, a man who knows inti-
mately some of the great statesmen of
five countries, and a person who paid
an income tax on a yearly salary of $25,- |
000. A fussy little chap, who looked as |
though he might be a vendor of sus-
pender buttons on commission, came
puffing into the smoker and inquired: |

“What’s your line, brother?”

And the man whose name was a
household word among readers in Amer-
ica and England answered casually:
“Oh, ’m just a reporter!” !

“Must be pretty bad to be a reporter
at your age,” was the response. “Well,
I live in Cincinnati, and if I can ever
do you a good turn, come in and see
me.” The older man thanked him
gravely. Half an hour later the fussy
little man was telling the smoking room
crowd that “so-and-so_is one of the big-
gest writers in America.” And there
was “so-and-so” sitting opposite him,
having been ignored after the opening
sentence, because he had had the mod-
esty to label himself “just a reporter.” |

Reporters? Yes— they range from
the youngster just ouc of college to the
veteran Frederick Palmer, who can call
more famous generals by their first
names than any other living man; from
the quiet fellow in the small town who
goes about his business without puff-,
ing out his chest, to genial Irving S.‘
Cobb, whom .the Germans thought im-!
portant enough to be sentenced to death
in 1914 — but whom they didn’t dare
shoot.

We've read many interesting books,
but we believe the most interesting vol-
ume that could be written just now
would be one compiled by one of our
reporters, who could write with facility
on “The Four-Flushers I Have Met.”
To the average man chronicling the day’s!
activities for the press brass is seldom |
mistaken for glittering gold, though the
rest of the public may frequently be de-

Knowing reporters as we do, if we
were in business the last thing we would
think of doing would be to condescend
to a reporter. Sometimes the latter has
the memory of an elephant, which may-
be used on occasions.

HOW TO LOSE YOUR JOB.

(Stuart, Fla., Messenger.)

“The American Boy” has made a col-
lection of reasons why boys lose their
positions. These reasons were supplied
by the employers who had spoken the

is nothing to show what the boys thought
of their experience. Even so, a digest of
these endorsements on the blue envelope
cannot be lacking in interest:

He would always attend to it later;
this afternoon, tomoerrow morning.

He wanted to'rtin the business his own
way. v

He blamed his slowness on the cther
workers.

He deceived his boss in a little job,
and so missed the big one.

He was overheard talking insolently to
his :nother.

He “distributed” handbills by the
wholesale in culverts and garbage boxes.

He studied a law course in business
hours.

He couldn’t talk without swearing.

He sold goods which the customer soon
found were not what had been wanted.

He was often “sick,” but always able
to play football.

He gambled with other employes.

He missed so many customers that an
extra man had to follow him and check
up.

He was cruel to horses.

He was a good talker, but a poor |
listener.

He had to be told the same thing every
aay.

He changed the boss’ dictation to suit
his own ideas of argument.

He wouldn’t help other workers when
his own desk wag idle.

He overcharged when he had the
chence, and he demanded tips.

He got his mother to complain of his
hard work whenever the circus or a bail
game or an excursion was due.

He had red eyes and headaches in the
morning, and yawned for lack of sleep.

He wanted to argue about everything
he was told to do. {

He had become addicted to some form
of drug habit.

He was always.late to work.

He wanted to see the world.

He earned promotion, but it made him
daffy and dictatorial.

He read novels in business hours.

He skimped work whenever it would
not be seen. \

He was too anxious to get through,|
and skipped important parts of his/
work. |

He attracted loafers to the place where |
he worked. {

He was always eating candy, peanuts, |
fruit, and littering the place,

I AM YOUR WORST ENEMY.

(Ledger.)

[ am the ruler of retail reverses.

I am the Lord High Potentate
Failure.

I am the reason for that downward
slant on your profit curve.

I am the cause of the silent sickness |
that stills your cash register bell.

1 am the origin of dissatisfied custom- |
ers and loss of trade.

I amn the leaven of uncertainty in the
midst of certain profits.

I am the element of chance that turns
a winning business into a losing gamble.

I am the fountain head whence springs
the majority of your trouble and worry.

I am the key to the problem why more
than 15,000 retailers fail every year.

I am the why and the wherefore, the
direct and proximate cause, the germ
and the genesis of unsuccessful merchan-
dising.

I am the Sticker, the Self-Lounger, the
Left-Over, the nameless child of an un-
known father. i

I am the unadvertised product.

CANADA AT GENEVA.

= (Toronto Globe.) 1
.lhe contribution of Canada to the
dl.SCllSSiOTl at the Assembly of the League
of Nations in Geneva is described in
The Contemporary Review by H. Wil-
son Harris as “distinctive and import-
ant.” He says that Canada, like South
Africa, and to a less extent India, did
much incidmta,ny to dispel the legend of
a solid bloc of British Dominions con-
sistently voting together.. While devis-
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ively liberal on most questions that arose,
the Canadians made it unmistakable
throughout that there was an American
point of view on world politics, and that
the western hemisphere was conspicuous-
ly devoid of any exaggerated respect
for the eastern,

But, says Mr. Harris, there was more
in the Canadian policy. The supreme
obstacle to the acceptance of the Cov-
enant by the United States is Article
X. Mr. Doherty proposed that the ar-
ticle be excised, and the motion will be
voted on at the next assembly. On the
question of a world control of raw ma-
terials—a matter on which Italy is very
intellighly, though prematurely insist-
ent—the Canadians stood solid in con-
servative opposition—that is to say, pre-
cisely the attitude the Republicans in
America might be expected to take.

“On that particular issue I expresseno
opinion here, but the fact that Canada
is vigorously expressing, with perfect
good temper, inside the League views
that the more acrid critics in the United
States prefer to express outside it may
have a good deal of significance. It im-
presses Europe with the fact that there
is . a distinctively .non-European view

that cannot be ignored, and it serves to
assure the United States that if, and
when, she does enter the League there
will be no fear of her having to play a
lone hand against }Furopc,

BRUTES, NOT SPORTS

(Ottawa Journal.)

It is said that a majority of the so-
called “sports” who were arrested when
the Toronto police lit upon a cocking-
main in that city last week were what
are usually called respectable citizens.
Rather an amazing thing, at this day.
There is sport and sport—there is de-
cent'sport and there is vile sport. Cock-
fighting, dog-fighting, bull-baiting, belong
to the vile category. It is difficult to
conceive of any man of generous or man-
ly instincts findin
them. Professiona
thing by comparison, bad.as it is in some
connection. A 1man can stop fighting
when he has reached his limit of exer-
tion, and in any case he is exercising
consciously his courage and what intel-
ligence he has. But the dumb bird o
beast has no choice and no volition ,and

pleasure in any of;
pugilism is a noble!

even its splendid courage is not a matter
of will, but of inherent, unconscious
breeding, the display of which should not
arouse in any generous mind any senti-
ment save pity.

In the olden days, when the thumb
screw and  the rack afforded popular
treatment for supposed criminals, when
fire supplied death for heretics, when
political offenders were hanged, drawn
and quartered, when the theft of a shil-
ling might mean death by the hangman’s
noose, when flogging was a mild punish-
ment for petty offences, the- brutalities
of cock-fighting and dog-fighting were
not surprising. The temper of mankind
was still of the merciless nature inher-
ited from ~the brutality, the ignorance
and the stupiding of previous ages. But
one would imagine that the comparative
enlightenment of the past century, the
opportunity which man has had to exer-
cise ‘his reason, the effect of the know-
ledge and the human inter-communion
which have tended to promote thought-
fulness, would have been sufficient to
prevent any so-called respectable man, at
any rate any self-respecting or decent
natured one, from patronizing the filt},
business of cock-fighting or dog-fighting,




