“Same Points For and Against the Navy Contribution—
- Mr. Ames’ Keenly Logical Mind—Flowery Style Gf‘ Il

J. A.M. Aikens.

ITAWA, Dec. 38.—The outstand-

event of the last week in par-

at before the Christmas holidays

the speoch of Hon. Geo. B. Foster,

h not only cheered up the support-

the government but sent them

jubilant. It was a great effort,

gay that it was the greatest ef-

his 1ife would be unjust to Mr.

gter. It was a party speech design-

o put life and vigor into the follow-

the government; intended ra-

to keep Conservatives in line with

party than to convince Liberals

or independent voters that the policy

‘the government was, after all, the

Thus, slings and arrows were

d towards Sir Wilfrid Laurier

ted rather to stir up pa.rty bit-
gerness than to allay party strife,

-Foster had the best of the argu-

t, as the government has the best

‘empire. Mr. Ames, developing this idea,
quite frankly declared that Canadians
need not Insist in the future as they:
have done in the past upon autonomy.
Thus, he said: “Autonomy, which was
the slogan of the last century, has done

its work, accomplished its purpose, and | .

belongs to the last century. It does not
belong to the words of today.”

| He then proceeded to show that Can-
adians had obtained representative
government, and had no reason to fear
that this boon would ever be taken
from them. He more than intimated
that Canada might become a state
or province of the British Empire,
with a - legislature attending to
local affairs, while the supreme
government would be in a parliament
of the empire. To quote:

“The spirit of the Canadian con-
stitution is full of this idea, the
idea of a unit within a unit. We
have the municipality making its
own bylaws, collecting its own
taxes, looking after its own local
affairs, absolutely autonomous
within its own sphere of action, al-
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tho it lles within the province.
Again, we have the province com-
pletely supreme in the maitters
which are relegated to its control,
altho it lies Wwithin the Dominion, =
And I say the day is coming when
the Dominion will-hold the: same -
relation to the empire that the
province holds to the Dominion.” ;
The objection to this, which will be
urged quite strongly, is that in prac-

4 of the argument, in maintaining that
4 the most direct and efficlent way to aid

1 therempire, at this moment, is by a
rempt and direct contribution. Canada

_Jms enjoyed the protection of the Im-
perial navy so long without contribut-

.4, inf:anything towards its maintenance
: ‘support that she can well afford to
make & generous gift or pay up the old
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gcore, and nearly every one agrees to
this; the point in dispute seems to be
what shall be the pernianent policy of
. the-government? 5
| , o
~~ %t first blush, the opposition seem
' to be in an untenable position when
 they ‘declare that cash. contributions

: thelr equivalent is to be the perm-
ment policy of the Conservative gov-

§ ernment, while those authorized to

for that government say the

. oon ; or, at least, maintain that
! anent policy has not been dis-
closed and possibly has not been
ed. But when one examines

b

1 mebate there is some reason for

je-contention that some supporters of

. the government, if not the government

itself, are disposed to make cash con-
tributions a - periodical affair. Thus,

. ihe- arguments against starting the

!

4,

S
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Canadian navy are the same that were
‘#zdvanced- three years ago, and might
be equally' pertinent three years hence.
We are told, to begin with, that we
ave: not the facilities for building
: in Canada, and that even if we
; build the ships we could not find

f Canadians to man them. Mr. Stev-
ens,’ of British Columbia, maintains
that his province would not furnish a
saflor to any Canadian dreadnought,
altho British. Columbia has more need
of dreadnoughts on her shores than
any other province in Canada. For this
Mr. Stevens blames the Laurier gov-
enment, which, he says, permitted Ja-
panese to land in British Columbia
and crowd the white fishérmen out of
business. But in the Maritime Pro-
vinces, on the east, there are seventy
or_elghty thousand fishermen, but
these, we are told, will-not enlist. They
did not enlist, we are told, for service
on .the Niobe. Mr. Ames, however,
suggests that sailors are not needed on
dreadnoughts, but machinists, and
these have to be trained, and they can-
not be trained without ships. The argu-
ment thus' presented seems to go
around in a vicious circle. We are told
gono breath that ships will do us no
; because we cannot get any men,
we are told in the next breath that

it is no use to enlist any men because |

We have no ships on which to place
them

Jt may be true that in 1909 we were
‘uiterly unable to form a Canadian navy
either by building ships or enlisting
men; the same conditions may obtain
_today. Will not the same conditions
“ obtain five, ten or twenty years from
? If so, is there anything we can
eéxcept to keep on contributing?
in this fashion the Liberal charge
‘8gninst the government appears ‘to
have more foundation.

Mr. H. B. Ames, of Montreal, who
Bas a keenly logical mind, says that
thé policy of the government and the

licy of the opposition are very much
alike; resembling two trains running on
Parallel tracks. He rather spoiled the
sfmile, however, by suggesting that
thé trains are running in opposite di-
réetions; a good many people believe
that they are running in the same di-
féotion; that the government train is
™inning on the main track, and that
e Liberal program is merely a cut of

Cars on the turnout, which will eventu-.

ally make a running switch, and be-
€ome. the rear section of the govern-
mént express. Mr. Ames foresh
edisomething of this kind when he #aid
8t the government program contem-
Plated the immediate establishment of
shipyards in Canada, which would
800n turn out cruisers and smaller ves-
86ls for the admiralty, and for the pos-
d?le Canadian navy of the future,
\ @04 that at the head of the Canadian
DAVY of the future could be placed the
Pee great dreadnoughts to be bulilt
With the $35,000,000. This would con-
template that Canada was an “Indian
er.” She is givifg three dread-
Doughts to Britain, but she is liable to
take back the present hereafter.

o avold this appearance of an “In-
dlan giver,” both Mr. Foster and Mr.

es argue that Canada i{s not making
& gift to Great Britain at all, but that,

28 a part of the empire, she is contri- i
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tice we find the municipality constant-
ly curbed and interféred with by pro-
vincial legislation; and provincial
rights constantly infringed upon b{ the
Dominion government. Will not the
tendency be toward centralization? In-
deed, Mr. Foster hints at legislative
union between Britain and the daugh-
ter states of the empire. ;

Mr. J. A. Alkens, the Conservative
member for Brandon, opened the de-
bate with one of the.most \flowery
speeches ever heard in parliament. Mr.
Alkens came to the,house preceded by
a great reputation for oratory but it
may be said without offence that he
has never acquired the parliamentary

men have been unsuccessful in the past
in catching the tone of the house. Sir
Alen Aylesworth, for exanmple, was. a
logical speaker and his speeches made
in the house read exceedingly well in
Hansard, but there was always a cer-
‘tain strangeness, or aloofness, in his
style of speaking. Hon. Mackenzie
King, who had no fraining in any other
kind of -public speaking to unfit him
for. parliament and was most anxious to
succeed as a° parllamentarian, was
never able to catch the parliamentary
tone. Mr. Alkens came to the house
with a wide experience as a public
speaker but his addresses so far have
sounded somewhat strangely to his
fellow-members, perhaps unaccus-
tomed to showy rhetoric. His speech
in the main was a good one but he ad-

the house much as tho he were
speaking from a public:platform, moy-
ing about and gesticulating freely. His
peroration was couched in the follow-
ing rather bold collection of meta-
phors and poetical fancies:

“When these three splendid Can-
adlan dreadnoughts float in grim
silence and power with the other
dreadnoughts of the British fleet
and a Canadian minister advises
on its control whatever complaint
has been made—such as that men-
tioned by the right hon. gentleman
as to people in England, in ignor-
ance giving away portions of land
which otherwise might be part of
Canadian  territorv—these com-
plaints will absolutely disappear
and every foot of farm land, every
mineral vein, every waving tree-
top, every one of the lowing kine
and every fish that cuts in Joy the
Canadian waters, every towering
church-spire, every bowed wor-
shipper, every humble home, and
every happy fireside, will be of
as much interest and as carefully
guarded as the very beatings of
the heart of the British Empire,
the breathings of its own exist-
ence. . . . While these clouds and
that darkness surround the Brit-
ish Empire, they separate for a
moment, and thru therift comes
a ray of light. It falls upon that
tree of empire. It falls upon the
tree of empire whose branches
and leaves are for the strengthen-
ing and healing of the nations,
and before that tree of empire
stands Canada,” the young shep-
herd of the empire, ruddy, be-
cause of his healthfulness, strong,
because of his experience, full of
courage, because Canada has been
grappling-with the wilds of prair-
ife and of forest; in his sling and
pouch are three smooth stones
like unto battleships; and there
stands before that ‘tree of empire °
an aggressor armed from top to
toe in steel. And in his hand he
holds a sharpened battleaxe ready
to cut down that tree. But he
stands, for he hears that young
shepherd of the empire, Canada,
saying:

" Aggressor, spare that tree
Touch not a single bough;

In youth it sheltered me,
And I'll stand by it now.”

Apropos of the naval debate there
was an amusing coloquy in the house
the other day between Hon. J. D.
Hazen, Minister 'of Marine, and his
ancient enemy, Hon. Wm. Pugsley. It
appeared that the floating dry dock,
the Duke of Connaught, recently
placed in position in Montreal, escaped
‘payment of duty by registering itself
as a “ship” To this Mr. Pugsley
took exception, and Mr. Hazen, in de-
fence of his department, read from
English authorities to show that any-
thing,/like a coal barge, for exa.mp?e.
which was hollowed out for cargo and
would float upon water was in the
eyes of the law a ship, Mr. Pugsiley
insisted that under this definition an
empty soda water ‘bottle could Be
registered, but'Mr. Hazen pointed out
| that it would not be of sufficlent size
|to carry a cargo. The
. canoe, with which Dr. Clark of Red
{ Deer proposes to begin the Canadian
inavy, might more aptly fall under
this somewhat elastic legal definition
!of a ship.

Minister Has Appendicitis.

8T. JOHN, N.B, Dec.. 28-Rev.
| George Gordon Edwards of Calegary,
| here with his wife and two children
on their wa yto England, was stricken
with appendicitis today and was
operated on in the General Hospital,
His condition fs reported as critical.

style of speaking. Some very eminent

No Election on Naval Issue
 Liberals Leave Grant Alone

!

(Continued from Page 1).

his bill to revise the Bank Act it was evident from the quéstions that rained
in upon him from all sides:that there is a keen interest thruout the coun-
try in the banking and currency question. Ordinarily when a bill is read
the first time members listen with interest but in silence to the explanation
of its terms by the minister presenting the same. This was not the case,
however, when the bill to revise the bank charters came before the house
for a first reading. Members interrupted the minister’s statement, éager
to put some question as to some particular section or to ask about the
general policy of the government. fit o AR ;

It would seem, in the first place, that the outside audit proposed by
the bill does not go far enough to satisfy many people. True, the stock-
holders of the bank elect the auditor who is said to be independent of
board of directors, but the ordinary man knows well enough that the direc
tors usually hold enough proxys to control the annual meeting of share-
holders and to elect whom they please as auditor as well as to re-elect
themselves as directors. One good feature of course is the power given

when there is obscurity or uncertainty in the monthly bank statement sub-
r mitted to the finance department. But on the other hand the minister,
under the present bill, has no power to act omssuch information and Mr.

that which more than once confronted Mr. Fielding during his term of
office. . Indeed, the White bill I8 almost a replica of the Fielding bill intro-
duced a year ago and indicates a reluctance on the part of the government
to assume any responsibility for or supervision of the business of the var-
ious chartered banks.

to the finance minister to direct the auditor of the bank to .report to him |

White may be confronted some day with a situation somewhat similar to|
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Practically. No Control.

Mr, Conant; in-his history, of “Mod-
ern Banks of Issue,” commends the
Canadian system, but points out that
the banks have largely written, their
own charters. This was almost neces-
sarily so when, long- before confed-’
eration, the Bank of Montreal, the
Quebec Bank, and other banks were
establ.shed. ‘ne country was in des-
perate necd of currency, and wheén
mean of large means offered to supply
this need by issu.ng bank notes, for
whose redemption they would be per-
sonally responsible to the extent ofr
their fortunes, they were. regarded as
performing a real public service. Since
then the various banks thruout the
country have come under the provis
sicns of a g3neral banking act, but
the Dominion legislation in this regard
has been mainly directed toward mak-
ing secure the notes of a bank, even
after suspension or failure. There has
bean practically no effort to protect
or safeguard the depositors.

_ Demand for Currency. |

From the west particularly icomes
a demand for more currency. The
banks have not been inclined to in-
crease theair circulation and the gov- |
ernment has emitted no currency ex-i
cept the one and two dollar bills, ag- .
grezat.ng some twenty-two or three
| m 1Hon dollars, and notes of large de-
nominations issued to the bank upon
!a gild d:posit. Such issues have been
merely gold certificates, and the same
iis true of the Dominion five-dollar
| bills, which are nearly all locked up
:for reserve purposes and do not get
into general eirculation,

Mr. White appeared to recognize
the trouble, but the remedy he pro-
i poses will be subected to shamp crit-
‘icem. His proposal, in effect, is that
the banks should withdraw the $80,-
| 000,000 of gold which they now have
on d:posit with the government, and
j for which they hold Dominion. notes
{of largs denominations—"the bank le-'
Iga.‘s'—-a,nd redeposit the gold with .a
| board of four trustees, three of whom
{are to be appointed by the banks.
{ These trustees are to bulld an iron
| vault or some other receptacle, pre-
' sumably in Montreal, and lock up the
gold. Each bank may then issue notes
to the face value of the gold depos-
ited by it with the trustees. Evidently
ihese notes will be mers gold certifi-|
cates, yielding no profit whatever to|
th> banks, and will be held for re-
serve purposes. ’

Transportation Problems. i

| Lively interest, toe, promises to be
taken in the transportation question,
and especially in the matters of raijl-
way capitalization and railway rates.
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. Mr. Cochrane has intimated that he

| stibjects to be considersd in this re-

_partmental routine,
‘att nded to by a first-class clerk, in-

will propose a number of amendments
to the rallway. act, and these may, in
effect, codify or even redmft the legis-
lation. ’

For one thing, something must be
done to make the Railway Commis-
sion less cumbersome and unwieldy,
As it is at present, four, or five mem-
bers of the commission get on a spe-
cial car or special train,-and go in a
body to th's, that, or the other place,
often to dispose of frivial matters of
detall, which an examiner or local
masier could just as well dispose of.
Then again, there seems to be no rea-
son why each commissioner could not
be engaged a great part of the time
In examining into some phase of the
commission’s work, such as telegraphs,
telephone, or express matters, so that
every member would become some-
what of an expert on some branch of
the commission’s work.

Of course, this is only one of ma.n-y

gard, but the slow progress made by
the commission in dealing with the
Wwestern freight rates, has attracted
at'ention to the methods of the com-
m ssicn and to its lmitations.

Too Much Detail.

Sir George Murray, in his excellent
raport, points out that ‘the cabinet, or:
governor-in-council, proceeds in much
the same cumbersomg manner as the
R-ilway Commission. The cabinet:
me~ts almost every day, and often |
clorks can be seen carrying basket-
fuls of draft orders-in-council to be
considered at theé meeting. Most of
these are the merest matter of de-
which could be

s'ead of being sol&mnly submitted to
fifteen cabinet ministers. The minis-
ters of the crown are worn out in Ot-
tawa with a lot of detail which should
neve~ come before them at all, and
fi- d-little enough time to consider the
big ques'ions of policy for which they
ar: responsible." Hopn. ¥. D, Monk,
when minister. of puklic works, com-
plained that he had to sign with his
own hand a requisition for a blotter
needed upon his desk, and was kept
busy w'th an immense amount of de-
tail which he said in other!countries
n ver reached or troubled @ cabinet
minister.

MISS WALKER’S SUCCESS.

Miss Mildred Walker, the popular en-
tertainer, appeared in Grimsby, Dec.
20, for the annual high school concert.
After commenting favorably on the
other artists, The Hamilton Spectator,
Dec. 23, says: “The star of the evening
however, was Miss Mildred Walker, of
Toronto, soprano and elocutionist. Miss
Walker's attractive stage appearance,
her versatility in pathos and humor,
her flexibility of voice, and imastery of
the art of facial expression, won for
her the warm appreciation of the audi-
ence, calling forth round after round
of applause. A grand finale to th
program was a vocal duet, ‘Excelsior.

by Miss Walker and Mr. Arthur Brown
their voices blending beautifully.”

Thanks for Sympathy.

Mrs, L. J. Armour and family wis}
to thank their many friends for their
kindness and sincere sympathy. during
their recent bereavement. ‘
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