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t"“J a P°rt of that line. The Council informed Z detatTof
,tB V167 ree*rdlDS Montreal’s claim to be the terminus, during season of 
tha7 ? an\8Ukb8idized line of steamers, but assured them also 
fblri^tKeL PraCtiCaWe’ U W0U'd giV6 ite ^ance toward^

The question of subsidized steamship lines has more recently attracted 
atten 'on in connection with a change in the form inviting tenders for the 
postal service, and the impression which very generally prevailed that 
the Government were about to accept tenders' for the performance of the 
weekly mail service between Canada and the UnM Kingdom from a 
company which proposed to make Quebec its terminus. The Council at 
once addressed a remonstrance to the Postmaster-General against the ae
b!PrCW T7 mai1 t6nder Which did not stipulate that Montreal should 
be the Western terminal port during the season of navigation and
further that cargo-carrying capacity on the part of thete steamers 
was a condition of the greatest importance. These views were after 
wards represented to the Cabinet by a deputation from the Board which 
was assured by the Premier that the Council’s fears wore groundless 
that whenever the question came before the Government flie interests of 
Montreal would be fully considered.
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BAILWAY FREIGHT RATES.

This subject has during the past year attracted general attention in

BoardToftZfi8 Vn* (he'd in the Council Chamber of yourBoard) of the Royal Commission on Railways, the first occupied in taking 
evidence from importers, shippers, etc., lasting from 12th to S

9th toTL d T00!! ’ f°rA^6 eXamination of the rai|way officials, from 
... 2r"d Dece™ber- A large amount of interesting information was

teined du,-mg these sittings, which was printed and is now accessible

A petition signed by many leading importing houses in this city, was 
received in November, asking the Council to use every effort to induce


