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THURSDAY MORNING

% Meighen, Deals With

»

Y
*

ispeakmg atBelleville He Repliéi to an. Arthur

© and Exposes International Nickel Co:

Firm of Merton & Co.

-
_.Special to The Toronto. World.
. Belleville, Ont.,, Dec. 6.—H. Hartley
wart, M.L.A., delivered a striking
peech on the nickeli question at the
ct Liberal Conference here to-
“‘titbt. Mr, Dewart dissected with keen
"and unsparing analysis the speech re-
~cently delivered in defense of the-gov-
“ernment’s nickel policy by Solicitor
~aeneral Meighen at Toronto, Mr. De-
Hvart sShowed that Mr. Meighen had
2un‘ away from the dircct charge of
*The Providence Journal as to the cargo
#6t the Deutschland. He had been to
mgreat trouble to show that some nickel
wvas thipped to the United States fromn
New Calcdonia, and that 160 tons of
#:ickel per month was recovered from
“fthe smelting of American copper, but
whe did not tell his hearers that neither
:he New Caledonia nickel nor the

:ickel from the copper mines of th2
nited States was refined by the In-
#tcrnational Nickel Co. Whitever re-
'ined nickel that corcern sold to th2
,é'isctl agent of the German Government
n the United States was nle%cl re-
Tined from nickel muatte trought to
New Jerscy from the Sudbury district.
'Therefore it was absolutely certain, ne
taid, that our Canadian nickel has gone
}o make up the cargo of the Deutsch-
/land, ’

Mr. Dewart ‘also dealt with Mr.
Meighen’s defence of the notorious
Merton Company of lLondon, Eng. e
showed what the true character of that
company was from the speeches of
muarny leading men in England and
Australia, .

Yet all three Toronto evening pa-
pers, Mr. Dewart, declared, had hcen
ready to take up the defence of the
Ger:nan  company with the English
veneer, which had been denounced by
the solicitor-general of England and

- condemned from the bench. They bad
all printed ‘‘canned news” undoubted-
Ay fed out to them by the nickel trust.

With telling sarcasm the speaker dwels
“upon the flabby attitude of The To-
“ronto Star, in the face of a great na-
wilonal pcril,

_ Mr, Dewart also dealt with many
‘other phases of the nickel question,
wand declared that the lethargy of the
JLominion Government in dealing with

he International Nickel Company,

could only be explained by the po-
litical influence of Hpn, Frank Coch-
rane, and the influence of what he
termed “the Cochrane-Hearst-Ferguson
combination.” That combination, he
said, enabled the International Nickel

Co. to evade paying $2,000,000 taxes
. which it owed to the provincial gov-
« ernment, So long as that combination
exerted its malign influence at Ot-
tazwa, the people of this country could
have no confidence in the Borden gov-
ernment or believe that it was doing
all that should be done to keep our
Canadian nickel away from the en-

_emy.

Mr. Dewart was. giveph a good re-
ception and his vigorous address was
frequer:tly punctuated by applause. He
gpoke as follows:

1t is significant that the Dominion
Government has been forced by the-dis-
cussion of the ‘nickel” question to
tend its chief apologist and special
pleader in-the pcrson of the solicitor-
general to Toronto, teo attempt a de-
fence. The man was well chosen. No
. one knows better than he how to be-
™loud and evade the main issue by

the introduction of side-issues. No
wusone knows befter than he the art of
evaaing responsibility by attempting to
place the burden upon other shoulders
where it does not belong.

But we do nnt propose that those
yvho are responsible in Canadn and
in Ontario shall escape. Am analysis
of the answer that has been made
shows that the charges made have not
I:cen met and cannot be answered. And
in that fai ure lies the condemnatior

of both administrations. The pres-
ent assurances ©f Mr., Meighen
cannot be accepted in the light
that has been cast upon

ihe whole subject, which shows now
worthless were his assurances in the
past.

On I'eb. 29, Mr. Meighen, as solici-

tor-general, from his place in the
honse of commons, stated:
“l can categorically say to the

house that not one pound of Canadian
nickel has reached the enemy since
the war began.”

_\\’9 know, iind can prove tod.ay, that
this is not true. The solicitor-general
should have known that it was false
when he made the statement.

) Specific Charges. .

What is the charge that we make
and how is it met? ;

1. We pharge that the Deutschlzand
hga carried cne cargo ol Canadian
nickel to Germany in August, and
was lcaded with another in November
cf this year, purchased in the Upited
States “since the war began,” to be
used in making the munitions of war

and bullets to shoot down our ovn
Canadian boys and our allies.

-3 }’\'e charge thit the Canadian and
proviucial authorities zould have, and
sPould have, taken measures to control
our nicke!: output at Sudbury, from
which the Deuthschland’s shipmeonts
cume, and 1c secure 1s refining i

Canada as a Canadiun industry. Altho
the war has been in progress for two
years and four months, they have done
nothing cffective, and have failed to
perform their plain duty, when Aus-
tralia acted promptly
under more difficult conditions.

3. Wa charge that the Internation:]
Nickel Co. is an alien concern, with
German affiliations and connections,
and that the Merton frm in Loniow,
England, who are its export agents,
are a firm with Germen and enemy
affiliations, whe should not now con-
trol, and never should. have contralled
the output znd sale of our Canadian
nickel.

4. We charge that the real reasen
for the failurc to do anything in ttis

crieis, v\\'hich so imperatively calleq,
«nd still-calls, for action, lies in the
close and sinister political connec-
tion, primarily of the Hon., Frark

increases  strength
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t  *“All the nickel

Cochrane, and secondaiily =2f the

Cochrane - Hearst-lFerguson combina~
tion with the International Nickel Co.
We say it is evidenced by the fact
that its subsidiary company, the Car=-
adian Copper Co., has been allowed to.
(scape without paynient of an or-
proximate $2,000,000 of taxation which
it justly owes. to the Ivovince of On-
tario under the Mines Taxation Act,
and which the MHearst-Irerguson-Lu-
] cas-McGarry-Hanna-Pyne sovern-
ment has pot only failed, but refased
to collect.

The Providence Jouvnal securcd all
the details of the Deutschland’s cargo,
and on Nov. 11, 1916, stated that "Iq
consists of nine carloads of nickel,
averaging 40 tons to a 2ar, and ien
carloads of crude rupber, -averaging
18 tons to a car, making a total ship~
rent of 540 toms.” |

Let me repeat the statemant of Thq
Providence, Journal, which has been
already quoted: 5
now atoard the
Deutschland is purt ol v large con-
gignment which was parchasged in Nos

INickel Co. at Cammunipaw, N.J.

and succeeded, |

paper, |

vember, 1914, from the lmem&tiolnﬁ“.
Journal discovers thut this consigh-
ment was taken by the purchasers,
ostensibly German-Americans, but re-
ally men acting for Hcinrich Albert,
fiscal agent of thce CGerman goverrs
ment in this country, and tiansported
1o the storehouses of the Nussau
Smelting and Refining Co,, u:t the foot
of West 2¢th street, North River, New

\York.”
‘" Mr. Meighen’s Reply. #
What was Mr. Meighen’s reply? I
shall try tc summarize it fuirly:
That the prohibition of the cxportii-
tion of nickel from Cananda would
have tied up United States and other
munition plants. .
That not a pound of nickel muatte|
leaves Canada without the license of
the Canadian wovernment,
‘fhat the cntire output of the Inter-

ndtional Nickel Co. wus under the
control “ of 1ih¢ British Govern-
ment's commitice on encmy
supplies, and, “not a pound . gous

{0 a factory in the United States on
to’ a vessel from that country sav
with the approval of the British ad-
miralty and the British (}ovemmont. {

Trat “the Dominion” Govérnmen
bas since the beginning of the war
met with friendly co-operation from
the officials of the (Intm-natlona.l‘;
Nickel) Company.

{
} That fully 1,000,000 pounds of nickel

went 10 Kussia in Asia, which I had
included as going to “otkers than our
ullies.” : !

That the enemy firm of Merton &
Company had undergone a change in
its' personnel, “by which shares form-
erly held by (lerman subjects, were
now held by British subjects, bru&;—
ing British owncrship to 856 per cer™:.,
with the rest of the shares held in
neutral or allied countries.”

That congiderable quantities of
nickel matte came from New Caledonia
in 1915 and 1916 and there was also
nickel prouduced- in. the United Statcs
as a by-product w0 the extemi of 100
tons a month, over which Canada had
ho contrel at all,

That Mr. George G. S. Lindsey, to
whom the now celebrated ‘“Merton”
letter was written by the sales ngent
of the International Nickel Company
hod asked the company for a com-
mission on business to bs done “with
the Russisn Gevernment”

The weakness of the reply of this
painstaking apologist—than whom no-
one could be more adroit or resource-
ful—will convinece any honest man that
there is no real answer to the charges
preferred.

Let me deal with Mr, Meighen's last
point first,

It is quite true that wnen speaking
{ir. Toronto I spoke of the inquiry that
{was made by Mr. Lindsey as haviag
(been made “for the Russian Govern-
Iment.” What Mr. Lindsey had stated
to me in writing was that he bhad
been asked where he could get “quote-
jtions for nickel for shipmat to Rus-
sia.” *he interpretation that I pluced
upon the phrase was that the inquiry
was made on behalf of the Russian
‘Government. I am sgorry that my mis-
i interpretution has subjected Mr. Lind-
sey 1o any comment. He has stated
that the enquiry was not made on be-
half of the Russian Government and
as a gentleman who is largely inter-
ested in minerals He treated the mat-
ter as an enquiry in the ordinary course
of business.  Yet this divergence of
statement bas been discussed amnd
argued and made the subject of lead-
ing cditorials in Conservative papers
as if it were the issue that was really
‘being discussed. Only those who de-
gire to be decéived will be drawn asid3
from: the main issue by such tactics.

Mr. Meighen says that it would have
been impossible to prohibit the ex-
portation of nickel from Canada bhe-
cause of its effect upon United States
and other muzition plants. Granted,
tkat such an absolute prohibition would
have caused inconvenience or inter-
ference—why was nothing done—why
was no move made to bring about
Canadian comtrol of the refining?

Why Not in Canada?

Why were the munition plants not
erected in Canada? There were mil-
licns of our Canadian money
“Yoakum” and “Allison” and their like,
fo enable them to build factories In
the United States  that should have
leen erected in “anada. Even gov-
crnment shops that might have been
usefully employed were not equipped.
There was no effort made to estab-
lish the refining of Cangdian niclel
in lanada which could have been en-
forced by the transfcr of a unit of
the New Jersey industry to Ontario
within nine months after the war he-
gan Oy proper neg-otiation and pres-
sure unless the Intornational Nickel
Company controlled the govermment.
~ The treuble was thet the hands of
the govern:nent were tied. They were

relying upon the “friendly consent”
and ‘“friendly co-operation” of this
dlien corporation. There has
not been one reason suggested
by any apologist for the

government for nickel not being refin-
ed to the extent of our full Ontario
output entirely in Great Britain and
Ontario today.

Why do T emphasize this point? The
financial situation is acute today. The
Anglo-French treasury bills have been
withdrawn from the market by J. P.
Morgan & Company of New York,
owing to the actian of the Un'‘el
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gests that war contracts in the United
States must be cut off unless our loans
are uccepted. The Cochrane Conserva-
tive organ in Toronto last Saturday
editorially points out in an article
headed: .~ o S
. A Serious Development.
points out the same thing and adds:
“If European munition orders were shut
off the industrial fabric of the republic
would experience its first real shock
since the war began.”
But we in Canada have allowed our
hands to be tied by the International
Nickel Company and we have neither
control of the manufacture and refining
of nickel nor of the manufacture of
munitions, and cannot assist in the fin-
nancing of the empire. Truly it is a
“serious development.” {
Then we are told by Mr. Meighen
that our nickel matte does not leave
Canada without the license of the
Canadian Government. What good is
the license of the government before
the matte is exoorted when'the con-
trol over it is lost as soon as it reaches
the United States? It is not suggested
that with this control there has been
the lenst restriction placed upon the
export of any portion of the nickel
matte of the International Nickel Com-
pany to their own refinery in the
United States or thdt one ton of it has
been refined somewhere else than at
the company’s refinery in New Jer-
sey. i
What Mr. Meighen means by saying
that the entire output of the Interna-
tional Nickel Company is. under the
control of the British Government’s
‘“‘Committee on Enemy Supplies’ is
something that will require a great deal
of explanation as well as his sugges-
tion of the approval of the British Ad-
miralty and of the British Government.
Mr, Meighen’s explanations now do
not jibe with what Sir Robert Borden
said last February in the house. "It
was the Canadian arrangements that
had received the unqualified approval
of the British authorities, according to
him. In the same debate, according to
‘Mr. Meighen, it was our arrangement
with the International Nicke! Company
that was the effective gafeguard upon
which he relied. When Lord Cecil's
earlier interview of the  14th October
caused alarm it would be interesting to
know what cable was sent to him to
which he replied on the 22nd October,
‘““That the British Government was per-
fectly satisfied with the precautions
taken and arrangements made by the
Canadian Government with respect fo
nickel.,” But danother cablegram was
thought necessary and the reply from
the Hon. Bonar Law was received at
Ottawa on the 29th November to Sir
Robert Borden, thru the governor-gen-
eral, that the British Government had
approved from the first of the arrange-
ment made by the Dominion Govern-
ment .for refined nickel to American
plants.
So the arrangement is not a British
arrangement. The control is not Brit-
ish control. It is not the British Gov-
ernment’s Committee on “Enemy Sup-
plies” that is acting. The “arrange-
ments’ that are approved are those
made in Cdnada—those meferred to by
Mzr. Meighen in the house of commons
last spring—and the only arrangements
of which we have had any ‘evidence
were the inspection of the books by Mr,
Graham Bell of the railway department
at Ottawa over which the Hon. Frank
Cochrane presides—his inspection being
made with the “friendly consent” of
the International Nickel Company.
But I have a further witness to call
upon this point—one whose partisan
character can hardly be impugned by
either Mr. Cochrane or Mr. Hearst. He
is Mr, Richard Reid, the agent-general
for Ontario in London, England. On
the 14th March, 1916, Mr. Ben H. Mor-
gan, an imperial authority, addressed
the Royal Colonial Institute in London,
England, on the necessity for a com-

mon imperial economic policy. The
May number of United Empire, the
Royal Colonial Institute journal, rTe-

ports Mr. Reid’s remarks. Let me quote
what he said about the nickel question:
“Eighty per cent. of the nickel of the
world is produced in the Province of On-
tario, and 4if British capital had beon:
utilized for the development of the nickel
industry of Canada, wculd that valuable
material have found its way hy a
circuitous 1oute to Krupp’s, there to be
manufactured into bulléts to mow down
British eoldiers? When that metal was
first discovered the Ontarié Government
brought the matter to the attention of
the imperial gevernment, urging that
somn~ day the metal might be of immense
value to them. ‘There it is,” we said,
‘take it, make sure it remains in the
possession of Britain.’ 'The authorities

| hands of the enemy.

Viadivéstock.
5 American returns to ghow the exact’ §

here strongly objected to take any inter-
est whatever, and only since the war re
vealed the vital importance of this metal
has the gravity %3& mistake been fully
realfzed. 'They hbhve now taken such-an
interest as to ask us ﬂx Canada to intro-
duce legislation, to preventi in some way
that valuable m tting into the
hat request, how-
cver, was not necessary, as Immediatel{
after the outbreak of the war we 100

steps to: vent the nickel finding it
wuyl to elt’ma;ny. Aleomminiox:e;;ms
appoin having on it board repree
sentaxim of (‘anada fand of Great

Britain. This commission meets in a few

days-in this city, i.e., London, Kngland,

and no doubt satisfactory measures will

be adopted for tion of the

nickel supply of Canada within the em-
~ 4

pire.”
Significant Statement.

This tement of the agent-general
for the Province of Ontario is'significant,
We learn three things:

First—That the imperial government
agked for Canadian legislation to prevent
nickel geiting into the hands of the
enemy.

Second—That, was in March, 1916, that
request was not answered, becausy
“we'” took steps to prevent the nickel
finding its way to Germany.

Third—That a commission Wwas ap-
pcinted which would meet in a few days
in, London, and no’ dcubt adopt satis-
factory measures. 4 ; p
* Upon the statement of our own agent-
general for Ontario, both governments
are condemned: ° \ )

1. No legislation has been passcd, as
requested by the irperial government.

2. The feuble steps taken by the super-
vision of this Mr. Bell in New Jerscy
have been ineffectual .to preveni our
nicke! f{inding its way to Germany.

3. The comimission that was to adopt
satisfaciory measures for the retention
of the nickel supply of Canada within
the empire not yet, after some two
vears of dilatory = investigation, made
even an interim report or laid before the
people of the Province of Ontario and tli
Donunion of Canada the facts and figure
that it must have collected’ and to which
the pecple are entitled. Mr. Cochrane
may have access to them—Mr. Hearst
and Mr. Ferguson may nave bcen in-
formed' as to what - they know—Mr.
Mcigheén may have had their assistance
in preparing his reply, but the people. of
this province, who are paying for this
commisasion, care less about what it sug-
gests than about the facts that it has
learned--and they have no information
on the subject.

Again 1 ask Mr. Meighen, are we re-
lying upon the Britisn’authorities cr are

the British authorities relying upon him
and his colleagues and upon the arrange-
ments that he has made with (h2
“friendly ‘1 consent” of this alien nickel
company ?

Wa realize now that we have becn

resting on bLroken reeds. -

The people are not satisfled with the
“friendly consent” and ‘“friendly co-
operation” of thc International Nickel
Company that has cxisted sinco the be-
ginning of the: war. Dr. Heinrich Al-
bert, the fiscal agént of the German
Government in the Unjted States, was
able to rely upon the same “friendly
consent” and much more ‘“friendly co-
operation’”” when he was able, thru Ger-
man-Americans, to purchase in Noven:-
ber of 1214 the nicke! which went on the
Deutschland in Augwst last and the 360
tons with which it is now loaded on its
way to Gernany. We have been cursed
bcth in Great Britain, in the United
States and in Canada with this “friend-
ly co-operation” and ‘friendly consent’
of alien e¢nemies. Upon their own state-
ment the government stand condemned
becausec their supervigion has not super-
vised. The peopl: of Canada want no
truck with the Interrational Nickel ouc-
fi

4

When I 1eferred to the statements of
the United States,K Department of Com-
merce as showing the large quantity of
orc, some 2,400,000 tounds, that had left
the United . States in the first seven
months of this year snd had nat reached
Great Britain or her allies, I was met

by Mr., Meighen's statement that there

were threeé shipments of about 1,000,000
pounds to Russia in Asia, that is
1t is not possible from

destination of these other shipmemnts. Mr.
Meighen has no doubt got information
from the Intermational Nickel Company
that nc one can obtain in Canada except
with their “Iriendly consent.” He has
not given his authority. When he does
go it can be checked 80 as to see whether
this was included in the shipments
which really reached Russia in Europe
by way of Vladivostock.

But he tells us that there has been %
considerable import from the French
penal colony of New Caledcnia into the
United States and that there is an
American ouiput 8s 8 by-product of cop-
per ores in the United Staies, yielding
approximaiely 100 tons a. month. My in-
formatioh is that with the care that the
French Governmernt has taken when evel
its resources are concerned, any New
Caledonia ore that finds its way to_the
United States (formerly refined in Bel-
gium) is refined by the United States
Nickel Refining Company in New Jersey
and goes to France, Russia and Italy. It
is not refined by theé Intcrnational Nickel
Company, nor is the nickel which 18 the
by-product of the Uniled States plapts
refined by the International Nickel i
The nickel or nickel matte refined by
the International Company is our Sud-
oury ore. It is the ore of the Interna-
tional Nickel Company that was sold by
that company to the fiscal agent for the
German Government and that was loaded

V7
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] of the industry, shutting down of
mines, the throwing out of employment of

on the Deuischland. There can be no
evasion—it was the product of our Sud-
oury mines. The indictment of The
Lroyidence Jovrnal cannot be imet by
any fliipsy alibi.
The Mertcsi Company.
And now 1 come to the consideration
of the Merion Compaly. *Can the
Bthiopian change his skin or the leopard

his spots?’ . Mr. Meighen thinks that
he cun. us see: 'I'he enemy firra
of Merton & Company has under-

gone a change. The shares formerly held
vy German subjects are now held by Brit-
ish subjects. . There is no doubt that
changes have been made—thdt an attempt
at reconstruction has been made—that the
condutions 4n Great Britain may have led
to the acceptance of th.s reconstructed
firm for a lack of a better medium, but it
is not a British firm even yet, and 1 shall
give you reasons why no reliance should
be placed in it by Canada, from authori-
ties who will not be accused of ‘being
partisan:

No sooner had Mr. Me!ghen spoken in
Toronto than we had a series of hoiler-
piate articies in The Telegram, The Star
and The News—evidently paid for—each in
the same strain; each contained the same
information dished up in a shightiy di.ffer-
ent form. One was from a gentieman who
had two brothers at the front. Then The
Telegram an interview with ‘‘one in-
timately in touch with the nickel situa-
tion.” But the Cochrane organ had its in-
terview with a gentieman “well-informed
as to the facts in connection with the
comtrol of the Canadian nickel and the
supervision, exercised, etc.”” It was the
same interview wherever you found it,
but even before The Toronto Star pub-
lished it—good Simple Simon as it is—it
had editorially stated that:

“The explanation of the whole situation,
as given in a speech by Hon, ' Anthur
Meighen, will probably satisfy most peo-
ple, whose interest in the ' matter is not

fsan, the Federal Government

been in full consultation with the im-
perial government in to the nickel
policy followed during - war—that the
policy followed is, in, fact, Britain's policy
méﬂc the edministration assists in apply-
Now ‘‘this inspired” interview tells us
in each case bl:fdwg the war Mertop &

v #
ers to the extent of 55 per cent. It be-
moans the action of the prize court which
‘“‘doomed Merton & Co. to suffer loss on
these shipments of $1,500,000,"

But we are told that the, “British au-
thorities’”” had to choose between n-
taining the efficiency of the Merton &
Co. organization for its own benefit or
e Bt el e A

. vernment
to maintain the 5

ok
“"mj"“""‘f e Geran. moids
value o e an dings—our ene-
mies were paid off on the basis of $1000
for every $500 of par value in the shares
that constituted the 66 per cent, of Ger-
man owne p in the company. So that
despite the laws against trading with une
enemy the British Government permutted
the German shareholders in Merton &
S,‘i; to -get $2 for every $1 that they had
Fancy the grip that this German cor-
ion as a mineral organization must

ve had to be able to exact such a toll,’
While zeppelins were'flying over England
and innocent women and children wemre
lghelm‘kllled the German shareholders in
©

gold $2 for every that they' § i
ed, and we will - that tlz:t Y ';zex:t)t
yet purged of its iniquity. g '

The situation. must have been desper-
ate when, ascording to the editor of The
boller-plate reports, which are being oir-
culated thru the leading newspapers of

a, the British authorities had to
choose between maintaining the efficiency
of the Merton & Co. organization for its
own benefit .or allowing that organization
to disintegrate. But there are others who
have not been satisfied, and are not sat-
isfied yet as character of - this

26th, 1916, The
of San

qunsm' ontifie
e 1 -
cisco said: c - -

S arihoimct shdres in 'o&'}
company heretofore held by German firms
have all been acquired .by British sub-
ects, and, mrffhon er, %W-x s articles

now n v strin-
gent provision, by wvirtue of ‘wmmch the
company is now and w a.lwa.ys remain
under exclusive British control.”
: * The American View,

With such a request, what was the re-
ply of the editor of this American journai?
Irt“g‘lves the American nt of view:

The objection we Ve expressed to
the business connection between this
firm, .t.hae Frankfort Metallgesellschaft, the
American Metal Co. and others was based
not upon the German control, but on the
fact that a small group of intermational
or nori-national brokers and dealens had
the control of metal-selling in Europe and
America. That objection remains.”

So that we find that this reorganization
was not satisfactory to this prominent
journal in San Francisco, which may be
considered a fairly impartial judge.

Let us look a little further. There
were Australian lead and zinc conden-
trates upon the Manningtreg, which was
condemned by the prize court when Mer-
ton & Co., the fingers on the hand of
g;le Sﬁ"”g‘;“" mflstalEtrust. were condemned

amue vans,
£50,000 in freight. . forteittad
!nI? gtil;et‘.’m;gnh'alian ngver?lxlnent satisfied
ew relations 8 wit] -
tog &u(.;:o.? Let us see, v o~

n e seme occasion on which Mr.
Richard Reid, the Agent-General for On-
tario, spoke on -the 4th March, 1916, Hon.
J. G. Jenkins, who was from 1905 to 1908
the Agent-General for South . Australia
in Gréat Britain, and formerly a member
of the cabinet in Australia, spoke for Aus-
tralla.- He spoke as an imperialist of the
school of Joseph Chamberlain, and said :

Hon. J. G. Jenkins : Reverting to the
mineral trade that went to Gerthany, I
may tell you that ,the rovernment there
saw practically what had been done; that
contracts had been entered into with
different companies in Australia, binding
them for a certain number of years, and
to suspend operations in case war broke
out. In that they showed that they an-

ticipated war. It was a very clever con-
tract. “But our Australian politicians
said : “If these contracts are not illegal,

we will make them f{llegal.”” And they
passed an act of parliament to cancel
them, root and branch. Have our people
canceled them here yet? Not yet. They
are considering it. They are waiting to
see. They are too good to be hurried—
some of them. They want to be so ex-
ceedingly just and upright. They don’t
want to hurt the feelings of these pious
German spelter manufacturers and bomb-
droppen’s. “We must look 4t it very cau-
tiously,’”” they say, ‘“‘and we must do noth-
ing which would create any impression
that we are doing an injustice to these
people:” I do not believe for a moment
that there is any injustice in endeavoring
to do justice, which is what we want to
do, and I hope there will be sufficient
force brought to bear on our government
to compel it to see the necessity of abso-
lutely doing away with these unfair
agreements with enemy countries.

I have a further witness to call. I call
the Hon. W. M. Hughes, the Premier of
Australia. He delivered a speech in the
house of commons at a luncheon given
by the United Kingdom of the Empire
Parllamentary Association, - the Hon.
Bonar Law, secretary of state for the
colonies, presiding. There have = been
such frantic appeals for the endorsement
of Mr. Bonar Law recently that it is in-
teresting to know what Mr, Hughes sald
in his presence with reference to this
firm of Merton & Co., and the whole Ger-
man situation. L make no apology for
quoting his pregnant words in their en-
tirety from The Empire Review, April,

916 :

‘““Well, when war broke out, and Aus-
tralia, in common with the rest of the
empire, rallied to the standapd, it was
found that the great metal industry of
\ustralin, the h the emp’

N L0l

§ mmcrmal naado, w
| pletely dominsted by German eas'tal and
| Gserman influence, that the choice seem
ed to be only between complete paralysis

the

German octopus were paid in British

"“We have received a ietter from Henry |
R. Merton &%M : »ﬂrc»gn
Lonaor,

of thousands of workmen, or supplying
these metals to those agencies of @er-
many thru whom alone the Australian
companies were permitted by their con-
tracts to sell their products, and thru
w,l.'nlom alone Britain could buy them.
The German agencies of whom I speak
were not situated in Germany, but in
London! They were legally considered—
British firms. Actually, they were, for
all practical purposes, German. Under
the cloak of naturalization, our enemies
were within the very heart of our citadel.
For-it is literally true—altho it has been
questioned—that for nearly twelve months
after we were at war with Germany, the

British Government could only buy Aus-

tralian lead—or any other—from a Ger-
man firm! It may said that it was an
English firm. Legally it was and is so.
In essence it was German. It was a ten-
tacle of that great German metal octopus
that, with its heart at Frankfort-on-
Main—the headquarters of the Merton
group—had got the earth in its grip. I
am not concerned with the precise nature
of the relations between the heart of the

Frankfort octopus and its London ten-
tacles. They are immaterial. 1 am not
concerned with appearance, but with

reality.

““That in the great German commercial
and industrial conquest of the earth, the
way of the German was that of the ser-
pent and the dove, I know very well they
cooed soothingly, but wormed themselves
into the heart of our citadels. They al-
ways assumed the nationality of the
country they intended to despoil and be-
tray. It was such a ridiculously easy
thing to impose upon the generous hos-
pitality which we extended to all the na-
tions of the earth. In . England, the
Frankfort group is represented by an
‘English’ firm; in the United States, the
octopus calls itself the American Metal
Company; in Africa, the African Metal
Company, and, in Australia, the Aus-
tralian Metal Company. What is in a
name? Nothing! Or in an oath? Noth-
ing! . They took the name best suited to
serve their purpose and the oath of na-
turalization as lightly as other men say
‘Good-bye.’ The certificate of naturaliza-
tion was to them a scrap of paper.

‘I have mentioned lead and zinc but
only because they are typical. When war
broke out, German influence controlled
all copper interests;” it owned or con-
trolled the spelter works in Great Britain.
And this Germdn taint ran like a cancer
thruout the fair body of British trade
and commerce. And it was daily spread-
ing. What an intolerable insult to our
pride as British citizens it was and is,
that Germany sholild have such a hold
over our trade, that we should have ac-
tually been compelled to buy the raw
material for munitions from German
agencies at prices practically fixed by
them, and that we should have had to
pay £90 to £100 for spelter in America,
while Germany was able to get it at £20.
And this spelter which she got at £30 was
largely from; Australian ores. | To kil
Englishmen 'and Australians too, with
ammunition made from Australian ores,
and at the same time to compel the Brit-
ish Government to buy its ammunition
thru German agencies at three times the
n{:ml:al price, was admittedly a (master-
stroke. g /

“Well, what are we go to do about
it? To bewail the past i8 futile, but not
is crimi-

to lle«m wisdom from the past
nal."”

He Acted Promptly.
The premier of Australia had a right
to spcak. He bad acted and had acted
promptly, He had shown himself keenly
elive to the necessity of preserving Aus-
tralian 1 and zinc for imperial use,
But we did nothing with the vastly more
important nickel that we should have
controlied in Canada. Australia, the
power of the German metal trust was
utterly broken.
- Let me quote from Tho Montreal Daily
Star of Nov. 2, 1916, trom a special re-
{')ort by its .Australian correspondent. It
8 a source to which I trust Mr. Meighen
will not object. What doea The Starp
special Australian correspondent say? Hc
Says: !
“The.attack .on.  the . Germ

Minister Hug! jstialia, oX
ed eager attention all over tne world. It
is mot too muck to that the manner
in which this campaign was instituted
afd carried out and pushed, in spite of
tremendous olstacles, to a ‘pucw:l:tul
coriclusion, first revealed the strength of
the Australian prime mninister, no
doubt intr him to the world at
large.

“It would take up too much space here
to deal with all that .Australia has done
in ousting Germany from the metal in-
dustry, but some of the blclerr{detaﬂl

are briefly stated here. ~Followi
ly upon the heels of the uamasking of
Germany's poeition came in rapid succes-
sion a number of parliamentary acts
which completely cut the industry out of
the hand of Germany. is not too
much to say that as far as Britain 8
concerned, mever again ‘will Germany
control the metal market of the world.”

Realize what this means. Our . 4
sister dominion over the seas, the Com-
monweualth of Augtralia, took the lead
and the over-burdened British Govern-
ment was keenly appreclative of the re-
lief that Augtralia gave her in the great
emergency. What were the methods that

Australia adopted? They Included th
cancellation of all mine and meta

contracts with enemy® companies and
firms—the dissolution cf the lcad and zinc
combines in Australia that were con-
trolled by Germany and the destructi
of all enemy a7anclu controlling tin a
all other metals. 14

1t was s master stroke, for the previ-
ous German control had ' *“‘affectad not
only the producer and the consumer in
Britain and e¢lsewhere, Etut by fixing
the world’s price for the metals and limit-
ing output, it directly controlled and af-
fected employment and wages.” Such is
the testimony of an: impartial witness.
What Australia did Canads could “have
done and should have done. '

What was the result? Hon. Mr. Hughes.
was able to enforce a comprehensive
scheme, covering the whole of Australia,
whereby Great Britain became a buycy
for at least ten years of all Australia’s
cssential mineral products. Mr. Hughes
did mnot ask the British Governmeat fo
protect. Australia. He protected Australia
and the British Government, and in so
doing rendered a magmficent service to
the empire.

Has the Australian Government re-
sented its action? Does it desire to re-
turn to the kindly care of the reincarnat-
ed Merton firm? The Toronio World,
which has blazed the trail i this whole
nickel investigation, published on Satur-
day last, the 2nd day of December, an
extract from Lord Northcliffe’s papeéY,
The Lordon Daily Mail, of importani
significance as to this very firm,

A question was raised in the house of
commons on Nov. 8, 1916, regarding the
status of .the Merton Company, “with its
two natUiralized British subjects” who
had charged their names from Lange-
bach and Schwartz to Lang and. Staton.
The London Daily Mail -cabled for
Premier Hughes’ view and the reply
came in a cable mescage from Sydney,

N.8.W.

The text is as follows:

Sydney, Saturday, Nov, 11,

With reference to Mr. Pretyman’s
answer in the house of commous on
Tuesday regarding the application of
Messrs. H. R. Merton & Company, metal
brekers, for reinstatement on the ground

that the German interest d been
eliminated, Mr. Hughes, thehipremter.
gays:

‘“Mesers. Langebach and Schwartz are
still enemy subiects, except for the cloak
of naturalization. I do not hesitate to
say that Merton’s is an enemy firin, the
naturalization being a shallow artifice
deceiving nobedy who is not anxious to
be deceived. The commonwecalth gov-
ernment refuses to recognize them.”

Mr. Hughes added that o9 condition
of the zinc contract with Britain was
that only British-born subjects should
kandle Ausiralian metale and that there.
{ore Mertens vers cizarly ineligible for
veinstatement.

The inert Conadian Government must

have learned that Australia would have
no Merton dealings.

arise from the little attention we

1

quick=4

tain,’ Premier ‘Borden appears
sent an urgent message. © replt;? cm
from the Hon, Bonar Law, who

-sided, without comment, when Premier

Hughes dclivered his telling
London last spring. Iet strgRobemretc%or}
den take such comfort from the reply as
he can. This is what Bonar Law now
sa‘)":& o:x h25)th ﬂf November ; ;
Mertong have eliminated the
holding in the company, gy
proval of the board of trade. His ma-
Jesty's government,- therefore, utilized the
services of this company, which have as-
sisted in securing government control of
metals. Such control, owing to pre-war
conditions, could hardly have been ge-
cured without their help. R
‘‘(Signed) Bonar Law.”
v Canada Controls It. |,
““Such control, owing to pre-war con-
ditions, could hardly have been
without their help.” But the Gordian
knot could and should have been cut here
in Canada for we are in control of
situation. It was to Canada that Great |
Britain looked. Of course, our ‘arrange-
ments” were approved. So were those:
that Australia adopted. - But why, did
Canada not submit the same measures
for adoption that ‘Australia did? The way
was made clear for us by Australia.
a political reason can possibly aceount
for Canadian impotence and 'inactivity,
There are others besides the Premier
on Austr&na who will not telerate “the

cism is not considered a badge of disloy-
alty there. Men do not hang on to the
government benches and defy public gpin-
ion. The present political| crisis there is
due to insistence that things shall
done right. It is not Liberal leaders, guch
a$ political flag-wavers like My,  Mc-
Naught prof to desepise, but the ultra-
Unlonists who are ‘speaking out there, as
we are speaking out here. B

Sir BEdward Carson is the spokesman.
I was pleased to find an antidote to The
Toronto Star's editorial twaddle on' the
%ﬁel question in its

nesday, Nov. 29, ‘worry to
that it was cut out of later edit!
the same day. It was ‘report of Sir
's speech in Novemberiin
the Brituta. fouse of Commy whw
He spoke in the debate m,:ﬁﬂmm
registration of business  After

two years and four months of war, this

bill was introduced to compel - persons

Britain to disclose their real

: was a measure to assiet loyal

traders. - In discussing our faulty natural-
ization laws, Sir Edward Carson said :
““There has been an outery - )

cotintry ever since the war broke ou”. that

ought to be done to &lf

German influence from trade, cor e

and finance, which they had set up not

v

aly

nt

L

only here, but also in every other country,

not merely for the purpocrg: of trade

but as part of the general war they

going to wage. The great -
inst the government is that up to th

they have really done othln,._ i

whole - of ' thie trouble will be fou

to
1ave

. I am

given to our naturalization law

perfectly . n that one of ‘ t
difficulties in tracing enemy influence in
his been -that we m no

this country

, provision lg dealing when the war b
‘out, with those on whom we had ¢
:‘egh;hq full benefits of British citize s

at the time their sympathies might
be, and probably would be, with =
enemy who were trying to overthrow

‘British Empire. e
“‘There ought to have been a law:

not understand why the go

‘not include that in a bill of

ot &sdg ]
Overment. power 10 ravicw
ng the gove en er to
certificate of naturalization which
‘been given in times of peace.” . &
But he went further in discussing the |
laxity of the British Government in elim-
inating German and enemy influence.
commend his remarks to Sir Rdb} rt Bor-

den and his apologists: -
%nut{un
hey ba
ritiah
lence

givi
evi
had

‘“There is-another ma,ttev-*ht
of allowing foreigners.wwhet er

Sy

¢
v and
4 into them' there
about them, but that
w7 ote ( an

‘they are companies to

trade. Is not that a ‘scan S ¢
There is a great deal of feelin

the laxity of the government in th%;

country. Let us not care about what was

done in peace time.
eyes operied now. Let

essary. 5o
In the face of this mass of testimony,
Sir Robert Borden must rtop apologizing
for the Merton firm, with the Internation-
al Nickel alliance. It is not loyal +
for Australia. 1t bears the tn.m?‘ gt Sir
R it T o mad i
‘the Hun -
le of Canada. The defence

Y

ing German and enemy tnﬂuence‘;‘;i

e ve our
us do what s nec-

Nickel Company, and to.
Sudbury, stands unimpeach g
disprove or displace stimony, there
can be there wil no confidence
placed in either the Borden e or
‘Hearst-Ferguson gove! nr
alleged .

mment_in
‘control’’ of the nickel situa
This : for part

is no ery :
' A ant; We owe a duty to
e{lec&:ﬂr ;‘:Vm%n .‘?ont. While they are.
fighting our baitles at the front, we can .
at least protect their intereets here.. They
will have a right to demand from  us an

of our stewardship when they
return. It is not even now too late to

make tardy amends for past mistakes, As
; /51 “We have hiEd
Sir Edward Carson u“bet By 6+ x>

our eyes qpened now.
necessary. e Sy
SUBSCRIBED GENEROUSLY

‘ Chatham, Ont., Dec. 6.—The Women's
Canadian Club, under whose auspliccs
o éanvess for furds for the Bclgian'
Relief Fund was conducted in the dti
::ézterdtiy, anmounce that a sum of
$1661 was subscrit.ed yesterday. In

jon to this amount, there a,'ro a
:gg;}:»er of promised donations which
have yet to be received, No ipdlca‘-
tion has been made as to the result
of the canvas made in the ecounty

towns. e

HOW I DARKENED
MY GRAY HAIR

Lady Gives Simple Home Recips That
She Used to Darken Her
Gray Hair.
osionsins

Tor years T tried to restore my gvay
hair to its natural color with the pre.
pared dyes and stains, but none of
them gave satigfaction, and they were
all expensive, | finally ran onto a
simple recipe which I mixed at home,
that gives wonderful results. 1 gave
the re%lpe, which is us follows, to 4
number of my friends, and they ure
all delighted with ‘it, To 7 oz of
water add a small box of Orllmc Com-
pouvnd, 1 oz bay ram and % oz of
glycerine. These lngredlents, can"l,»e
bought at any drug store at very little

So it was necessary to get a certificate
character for this firm In Great

cost. Use cvery other day unti¥ the
I;kri-.- beromes the roa ired ahade, ’jL
vill not or'y durien the ‘zray hair,
but releves dundrufi and acts as a |
tonic to the hair.' it is not sticky or
greasy, dees pot rub off and does mot
color the scalp. 7 AT
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