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tie tendencies of the Ontario Govern

-

ment. In quoting THE POST'S recem
editorial on the subject of heavy capital
expenditures under the prevailing finan-

cial conditions, it is pointed out thai
there is evidently more ooneern bein^'

shown for the welfare of the province
than for the Dominion or the Empire.
We qnote :

—

Til* Xurlallxtlc (lovcrnmeiit which now con-
trulH tbr I'rn<rliii-e iif Untirlo la more cooeeniMl
with the wclfaro uf the iteople of that Province
than with that of thv Dnmlnlon of Oaniida or
u( the Empire. Utberwiw- It would not be llght-
heartedl; proceeding with the icheme for «o
enormoni ex|R-ndlture of public money on wurki
which might very well hnve been deferred until
after the end of the- war. In tbl* li runt
counter to the wiahei of the LlenteDant-<iov-
ernor of Ontario, whoae Chrlitmaa meiuie con-
tained a grave warning an to the Inexpediency
of promoting unneceuary public work at thU
Juncture. It will be remembered that the pro-
gram of the Hydro-Elect ric Commlaalon, who
are the nomljieea of the Ontario Uovernment.
Involve* the expenditure of a sum of from 20 tuW million dollari for a power plant on the
t'hippewa River, where It Joiiia the Niagara
Klver above the FalU, and 10 million dollars for
a freab tranamlaalon line. To accomplish tbia
project they have ridden rougbahod over the
rights of the Britlah Investors who subscribed
to the bonds of the Electrical Development Com-
pany of Ontario on the faith of a contract

. which was subsequently set aalde by an Act
ruahed through the Ontario Leglalature. The
plan also Involved the construction of a hydro-
radlal railway system throughout the Province,
and. Incredible aa It may aeem, this bare-
brained scheme Is being persisted In, notwlth-
/tandlntr the urgent need of the Empire for the
cii.iltal, the labor and the materials that will
le absurbed by this purely local undertaking.
The propoKal has been sharply criticised by

the Canadian flnanclal press, and it Is fltting
that the attention of British Inveetora should
again be drawn to the scandal. In proceeding
with this big expenditure of public money on
"Improvements" which are of little more than
liarochlal value the Hydro-Electric Commission
Is doing a dia-aerviee to the Ontariana who are
serving with the Colnra, including many of Ita
own employees, and Is setting a bad example to
public bodies throughout Canada. The pro-
vision of radial railways throughout the Prov-
ince may be advisable, though, aa THE FINAN-
CI.\I., POST OF CANADA points out. there Is
absolutely no proof that such railways would
pay working expenses, but their construction at
the present time would be little abort of a
crime against the welfare of the country. Our
contemporary goes on to ahow that before the
war Canada had In the aggregate spent a dis-
proportionate amount of her resources In actual
means and had seriously strained her credit by
excessive public works, especially railways. Steel
is Just now not only at a blgb priee, but every

pound which la made la needed for the purpose*
of lb* war. The demand for money tot the
purposes of th* war Is al*<i heavy, so heavy as
to cause anxiety to everyune who Ukes a seri-
ous view of the future. Yet, In spite of these
facta, aay. THE POST, we have a few person*
who have never exhibited any real aagaclty In
public life urging the expedlture of Immeum-
unis of niuney and the addltluii to the demand
fi>r ate«l of very large quantities at this tragical
moment. Murely it 1* time that these -few
l>ersona" were called sharply tu account by the
responsible authorities at Ottawa, who have It
In their power to prevent the perpetration of a
grave injuallce tu the cre<lll ..f the Dominion
*nd tu the brave Canadians who are lighting for
the Empire.

The annual report of the Toronto Hydro^
hiectric Cunimlsslon, Issued In July, conulned
no mention of this, eontemplnteil expenditure
The hydro-radial railways project was not even
referred to, but the growth of tbe City of Tor-
onto was alleged to compel further extensions
from time to time. The vague promise wasmade that 'every care will be taken at all times
but especially during the present time of war
Hiresa, to limit the extensions within tbe re-
<lulreiiieniHof H siiunil and icmserviiilve pollii

"
Vpparently this promise Is to be treated a* wa»
the contract with the syndicate which after-
wards became the Electrical Development Com-
pany of Ontario—that is to say, as a mere scrap
of paper. It 1* true that In Us public adver-
t aements the Hydro Electrical Commission
.lalm* that In voting for the by-Uws author
Xing tbe hydru-radlal project they are not vol
Ing money. But they are voting authority to
the Commission to Incur oltUgatlons to an un-
limited extent, for which tbe people will have
to pay, and tbe reputation of the Commission In
flnanclal circles Is not such that the mouey will
he found on easy terms.
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PVBUO ENnTLBS TO HTDBO-
EUBOTBIO AUDIT

Ck)T«nim«it Aanonncfld a Tmut Ago
That Bzamiaatton of Aoooimu

Would b« Mad*.

About a year tt/go the Government an-
riounoetl in the newspapers that Messrs.
('larksoii & Sons, chartered arrountants,
liad been instructevi to examine tbe a*--

eounts of the Provincial Hydro-BIectric
(Commission and to prepare a report up-
on them. A sufficient len^h of time
has now elapsed to justify the belief
that the report is now in the hands of
the Government. The question is, when
is it goinK to be put in the hands of tbe
public r The Provincial Treasurer an-

;w


