
.Ml PUEFACE.

tcncy, sometimes giving a close and obscure sound,

as hev for have, hendy for handij, ez for as, thet for

that ; ami again giving it the broad sound as in

father, ;is hdtisome for handsome.

"7. Au in such words as daiajhie^' and

slaughter, he pronounces ahj"

Wholly unconstrained at first by conventional

usages, and almost beyond the reach of the law, the

inhabitants of the West indulged, to the fullest

extent, their propensity for fun, frolic, and the wild

and exciting sports of the chase. Emigrants from

the border States, they engrafted on the dialects of

their native j)laees exaggerations and ])eculiarities

of their own, until they acquired almost a new lan-

guage, the most remarkable feature of which is its

amplification. Everything is suj)crlative, awful,

])()v,erful, monstrous, dreadful, almighty, and all-fired.

As specimens of these extravagancies four narratives

of the Adventures of the celebrated Colonel Crocket

are given, of which the humour consists nuiinly in the

marvellous. As they were designed for "the mil-

lion,^^ among whom the scenes are laid, rather than

the educated class, they were fouml to contain

many expressions unfit for the perusal of the latter,

which I have deemed it proper to expunge. Other


