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hospital for the insane, and the nursery for young
children at Randell's Island. As I walkod over these

huge piles of buildings, and remarked the admirable

order and cleanliness that reigned throughout, I

remembered that they had been called the " palaces of

republicans."

The sight explained to me a peculiarity of American
character, which I had often before observed in pass-

ing through palaces on the continent of Europe, in

company with American travellers, viz. that while

Europeans would become lost in admiration at the

splendour, like children before a glittering toy, they

always felt regret that so much wealth, exacted from

the earnings o^ the industrious, had not been spent on

some better purpose than the extravagant luxury of

one.

At Randell's Island I found the Pope's Nuncio and

party inspecting the establishment there. This digni-

tary was attired in a silk robe of bright purple, the

sight of which drew from some Americans near me
sundry angry gesticulations, similar to those which Mr.

Weller, senior, is said to have exhibited in the presence

of Stiggins. About this same time a correspondence

ai)peared in the papers, between the Nuncio and a con-

gregation on the shore of Lake Erie, who had applied

to him to settle a dispute between them and their

Bishop. The latter claimed the entire control over

the funds which the congregation had raised for eccle-

siastical purposes, and which they would not allow.

The Nuncio, to whom the claim was referred, desired

them to yield. But they replied, that in all things

8i)iritual they should be willing to render absolute


