
American—and I have seen all around me only persons

enjoying robust and exuberant health. Manhood of

every race and condition everywhere exliibits activity

and energy, while infancy seems exempt from disease

and age relieved from pain.

It is next in order to speak of the rivers and seas of

Alaska. The rivers arc broad, shallow, and rapid,

while the seas are deep but tranquil. Mr. Sumner, in

his elaborate and magnificent oration, although he

spake oily from historical accounts, has not exagge-

rated—no man can exaggerate—the marine treasures

of the Territory. Beside the whale, which everywhere

and at all times is seen enjoying his robust exercise,

and the sea-otter, the fur-seal, the hair-seal, and the

walrus, found in the waters which embosom the

western islands, those waocrs as well as the seas of

the eastern archipelago are found teeming with the

salmon, cod, and other fishes adapted to the support

of human and animal life. Indeed, what I have seen

here has almost made me a convert to the theory of

some naturalists, that the waters of ihe globe are filled

with stores for the sustenance of animal life surpassing

the available productions of the land.

It must be remembered that the coast range ofmoun-

tains, which begins in Mexico, is continued into the

Territory, and invades the seas of Alaska. Hence it

is that in the islands and on the mainland, so far as I

have explored it, we find ourselves everywhere in the

immediate presence of black hills, or foot-hills, as they

are variously called, and that these foot-hills are over-

topped by ridges of snow-capped mountains. These

snow-capped mountains arc manifestly of volcanic

origin, and they have been subjected, through an indef-

inite period, to atmospheric abrasion and disintegration.
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