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and Nova Scotia. This line was coninienceil shortly before Confederation

vvas accomplished, by the New Brunswick Government, and after a good

deal of negociation has been assumed as a part of the Intercolonial Railway,

at a cost to the Dominion of !?24,000 a mile, complete in every respect, but

Avithout rolling stock. It is already o^^en for traffic to Dorchester, about

twenty miles, and will be completed to the boundary about the end of ih.9

present year. The Commissioners went over the line as far as Dorchester,

and made a careful inspection of it. It appears to be a very siibstantial,

well-constructed lino—thoroughly ballasted— well fenced—and for smooth-

ness of riding e(|ual to any twenty miles of railway in any part of the

Dominion.

The Cummiusioners and Mr. Fleming stopped at several of the most im-

portant structures, and after a careful examination of them, were understood

to be well satisfied with them in every respect. There appears to be no

doubt that the comitry has g-.)t in this line a very good railway at anioderate

cost. A yood deal of controversy existeil at one time as to the adoption of

this line as part oi the Intercolonial ; but a carefixl inspection of the country

through which it i)as3eH, and the substantijil character of the vrork, must

have removed all doiibt as to the propriety of the course which has been

adopted.

The line runs through the valley of the Memramcook, a most beaiitiful

and thoroughly well cultivated tract of country.

Along the whole line the country is in a very high state of cultivation,

the fanners all being in a prosperous condition. The crops are excellent,

especially hay, which is a most abundant crop everjnvliere in the vi' nity of

the Bay of Fiuidy. P.ut of tlie line runs through a great extent of what is

called "iu;a.slRf," not what ia visually understood by that name, but most

fertile laud, rechiimed from tlic Bay by dykes, and ^hich, before being

reclaimed, had received great deposits of the peculiar, but very rich, sediment

which is contained in the Avaters of the Bay, and Avhich is left on the land

when tlio tide recedes.

This reclaimed land is of extraordinary richnes.s
, yielding, for many years

in succession, very large crops indeed. If, after the lapse of many j'ears, the

land gets deteriorated, an opening in tlie dykes will let in tlie waters of the

bay and a couple of tides will cover the land with a rich deposit, which will

make it at once resume its wonderful fertility. These marshes are very

highly prized in New Brunsuick and Nova Scotia and are of very great exttnt,

the Bay oi Fvnidy, through its numerous arma, stretching froiu Monckton
to but a few miles from Halifax, a distance of tipwards of 150 miles.

From Dorchester, the party proceeded by carriages to Amherst, visiting

on their way sonic of the principal points where the railway is ia progress.

The river at Sackville is crossed by a substantial bridge, very nearly

completed, about 350 feet in length. •
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