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Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen,

I
Am extremely pleafed at the appearance of

this large and refpedbable meeting. The
fteps I may be obliged to take will want the

fandlion of a confiderable authority ; and in ex-

plaining any thing which may appear doubtful

in my public condudl, I muft naturally defire a

very full audience.

I have been backward to begin my canvafs,

Ifhe diffolution of the Parliament was uncertain j

and it did not become me, by an unfcafonable

importuriity, to appear diffident of the efFedl of

my fix years endeavours to pleafe you, I had

fervcd the city of Briftol honourably •, and the

city of Briftol had no reafon to think, that the

tneans of honourable fervice to the public, were

become indiflferent to me.

I found on my arrival here, that three gen-

tlemen had been long in eager purfuit of an

'obje(51: which but two of us can obtain. I found,

that they had ail met with encouragement. A
v.contefted eledbion in fuch a city as this, is no

light thing. I paufed on the_brink of thc^

precipice. Thefe three gentlemen, by varioua

B . merits,
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