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COOK'S THIRD an«l LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, 6cc. 649

«i(T. S. iRt. and in long. 106 ilcg. u min. They lie

nearly N. and S. from each other, cncompafTed by a

reef of coral rotks. At noon, we had (if;ht of the

idandof Java; and alwut four in the afternoon, we
perceived two vifllliin the llraits of Siinda; one of
which lay at anchor near the mid-channel illand, the

other nearer the fliore of Java. On the Hth, about
eight o'clock in the morning, wc weighed, and pro-
ceeded through ihcflraitii of Sunda. On Wcdncfday
the 9th, between ten and eleven, Captain King was or-

dered by the Commodore to make fail towarils a Dutch
vcflel, that now came in light to the fouthward, which
we imagined was from Kuropej and. according to the

nature of the information that might be obtained from
her, cither join him at Cracatoa, or to proceed to the

fouth-eallern extremity of Prince's ifland, and there

provide a fiipniyof water, and wait for him. In com-
pliance with tlufe inllruilions Captain King bore down
towards the Dutchman i and on the loth, in the inorn-

Ing, Mr. Williamfon went on board herj white he was
inlormcd, that Ihe had been fevcn months from lui-

rope, and thicc Irom the Cape ol Ciood Hope ; that,

before her departure, the kings of France and Spain had
declared war apainlV his Britannic Majefty ; and that

flic had left Sir lid ward Hughes at the Cape with a fqua-

<iron of men oi war, and olfo a tiect of I-aA India

fliipj. On the return of Mr. Williamfon, Captain
King took the advantage of a fair brce/.e, and made
fail towards the illand of C'racatoa, when he |oon after

perceived the RclKlutibn at anchor, and immediately
difpatched a boat to communicate to Captain CJoie the

intelligence procured by Mr. Williiimlon. When wc
faw our confort preparing, at the ililiaiice of near two
leagues, to come to, wc fired our guns, nnd difplayed

the fignal for leading a-head, by hoilting an Lnghfli

jack at the enlign Half. I'hi^ svas intended to prevent

the Dilcovery'.s anchoring, on account ofthe foul ground,
which the maps on board our Ihip placed in this iitua-

tion. However, as Captain King met with none, but,

en the contrary, found n mudily bottom, and good an-
choring ground, ai the depth of 60 fathoms, he re-

mained liift till the return of the boat, which brought

him orders to proceed to Prince's Illand the cnfuing

morning.

Cracatua is the foiithernmofl of a clutter of iflands

lyiilg in the entrance of the flraiis of Sunda. It has a

lofty peaked hill at its fouthcrn extremity, fituatcd in

lat. 6deg. 9 min. S. and in long. 105 deg. 15 min. E.

The whole circumreniicc of the illand docs not exceed

nine miles. The ill.ind of Sambouricou, or Tamarin,
which Hands n miles to the northward of Cracatoa,

may ealily Ih: millakcn for the latter, fincc it has a hill

of nearly the fame figure ami dimenlions, (ituatc like-

wife near its fouth end. The lat. of the road where wc
cafl anchor is 8 deg. 6 min. S. long, by obfer-ation,

105 deg. .{6 min. E. It is high water on the full and

change days, at fevcn j'dock in the morning; and the

water rifes three feet two inches perpendicular.

On Friday, the nth, at three o'clock, A. M. the

Difcovery weighed anchor, and llcercd for Prince's

Illand; and, at noon, (he came to, and moored off its

cartern extremity. On Monday, the 14th, at day break,

wc defcricd our confort, and, at two o'clock P. M. wc

anchored clofe by her. I5y the i6th, both fliips Ibrted

their calks, and had re|)leni(hcd them with frelh water.

In the evening the decks were cleared, and wc prepared

for fca. On Saturday, the 19th, being favoured with a

wcfteriy breeze, webidkc ground, to our extreme fatis-

fa(flion, for jhe lad time in the Ihaits of Sunda ; and

on the Jiotli, we hai! iotally loll light of Prince's Ifland.

If Mr. Lannyou hud not been with us, we lliould pro-

bably have met with Ibmc difficulty in finding the wa-

tering place: it may, therefore, not be improper to give

a particular defcription of its lituation, for liie benefit

of fubfequent navigators. The peaked hill on the iflapd

bears N. W. by N. from it. A remarkable tree,

which grows on a coral reef, and is entirely detached

from the adjacent Ihrubs, (lands jull to the north of it;

ami afiilall plot of reedy grafs, may be fcen clofe by it.

Thcfc marks will indicate the place where the pool dif-
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charges itfelf into the fca; but the water here, as well

as that which is in the pool, being in general fait, the

calks mull be filled about 50 yards higher up; where, in

drv feafons, the frelh water which defcends from the

hills, is in great meafure, loll among the leaves, and
mull therefore be fearched for by clearing them away.

The lat. of the anchoring-place at Prince's Illand, ii

6 deg. ;)6 min. 1 5 fee. S. and its long. 105 deg. 1 7 min.

JO (cc. E.

On Friday, the 2$th, we were attacked with a violent

llorm, attended with thunder, lightning, and heavy

rain. From the 26th to the 28th of March, we had a
regular trade wind from the S. Ii. to F,. by S. accom-
panied with line weather; and as we failed in an old

beaten track, no incident worthy of notice occurred.

It had hitherto been Captain Gore's intention to proceed

dirci-ily to St. Helena, without Hopping at the Cape,
but our ruildcr having been tor fome time complaining,
and, on being examined, reported to be in a dangerous
(late, hcrefolved tolleer dircdiy fur the Cape, as the

moll eligible place, both for the recovery of the fick,

and for procuring a new main piece for the rudder.

Monday, the loih of April, a fnow was (een bearing

down, which proved to be an Englilli F^all India packer,

that had left Table Bay three days before, and was
cruizing with orders for the China Heet, and other India

(hips. She told us, that, about three weeks before,

Monf. Trongollar's fquadron, conlilling of llx fliips,

had failed from the Cape, and was gone to crui/c off

St. Helena, for the Englilli Fall Indiamen. The next

morning wc Hood into Simon's Bay. At eight o'clock,

wo came to anchor, at the dillancc of one third of a

mile from the nearcll fliorc; the S. E. point of the bay
bearing S. by E. and Table Mountain N. E. half N.
The NalTau ana Southampton Eaft Indiamen were here,

in cxpciflation ol a convoy from Europe. We faluted

the fort with eleven guns, and were complirncntcd with

an equal number in return. As foon as wc had cart

anchor, Mr. Uranut, the governor of this place, favoured

us with a vilit. This gentleman had the highell regard

for Captain Cook, who had been his conllant gucH,
whenever he had touched at the Cape; and though he
had, foinc time before, received intelligence of his un-
timely fate, he was extremely affetfled at the fight of our
velTels returning without their old Commander. He
was greatly furprifed at feeing mod of our people in fo

healthy a ttate, as the Dutch fhip which had quitted

Macao, at the time of our arrival there, and had after-

wards (lopped at the Cape, reported, that we were in a
moll wretched condition, there being only 15 hands left

on board the Refolution, and fevcn in the Difcovery.

It is dilltcult to conceive what could have induced
thefe people to propagate fo infamous a falfehood.

On Saturday the 15th, Captain King accompanied
our Commodore to Cape Town; and the next day, in

the morning, they waited on Baron Plettcnbcrg, the Go-
vernor, who received them with every polfible indica-

tion of civility and politcnefs. He entertained a great
pcrfonal eftecm for Captain Cook, and profelTed the
highell admiration of his charadler, and on hearing the
recital of his aHedling cataftrophe, broke forth into

many cxprellions of unafl"e£lcd lorrow. In one of the
principal apanmcnts of the Baron's houfc, he flicwcd

our gentlemen two pidlurcs, one of De Ruyter, the

other of Van Tromp, with a vacant fpace left between
them, which, he faid, he intended to fill up with the
portrait of Captain Cook; and for this purpcfc he rc-

quellcd that they would endeavour to procure one for

him, on their arrival inGreat Britain, at any price. Dur-
ing our continuance at the Cape, we met with themoft
friendly treatment, not only from the Governor, but alfo

from the other principal perfons of the place, as well
Africans as Europeans.

Falfe Bay lies to the eaflward of the Cape ; and at
the di (lance of about 12 miles from the latter, on the
weftern fide is Sijnon's Bay, the only commodious fta-

tion for fhipping to lie in. To the M. N. caftward of
this bay, there are fome others, from which, however, it

may with eafe be di(lingui(hed, by a remarkable fandy
way to the N. of the town, which forms a confpicuous

8 B objedt.


