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I lind hoped to say a few words al)out some of those stroiii;

proso writers who in the greater newspapers, wiehl more

iiillueiiee over tlie Canadian mind tlian most (d' tiie writers

of hooks ; hnt time will not permit. Xot all onr news-

paiH'rs have sneenndx'd to the serappiness of newsiness.

'Idioniihtfnl and finished editorials in di«>nitied style may yet

he found, in nnnd)er snffieient to send a note of sweeter

reason throniiii the din of politieal ;-trife. It is in Canada

as elsewhere ; the sands are strewn with the wreck of

ventures of jjurely "literary ])apers free from the ties of

Dartv or seet." Sneh were the " Week " and the " X'ation,"

and numy others ; hut, althoui-h it is ahnndantly (dear that

literature alone eann(»t supjxirt a newsi)aper, the .ureater

newspapers have departments, sacred from intrusion, when;

reviews arc faithfully given and (piestions of pure literature

discussed.

And here let me jiause to regret the loss of the excellent

literature which lies dead in our dead nuigazines. From 1Sl> I

literature has never heen without a witness in our land.

Some magazine, French or Fnglish, has stood as a living

witness that we are not made to live hy hread alone ; and

afterwards falk-n as a dead witness that hread also is neces-

sary in order to live. This is a suhject hy itself and would

recpiire a separate paper to elucitlate it fully.

Finallv we reach the region of iJclles Fettres, s«)metinies

called " pure literature," and here we encounter a strong

contrast between the Fnglish and French sides of our com-

munity. There are many volumes of Causeries, Melanges,

Itevues, Essais, in French. Ihiics, Routhier, ]\Iarchand,

Chauveau, and all the French writers of note are represented

in this class. Su(di writing in Fnglish has seldom been pub-

lished in the form of books. I. remember a book ealle(l

" Trifles from my Portfolio," by Dr. Walter Henry, a retired

army surgeon, publishe<l at (^lebec by Xeilson in ls;5'.>. The

doctor had been stationed at St. Helena while Xai)oleoii

Bonaparte was confined there and he had some interesting


