
XXVIU Introduction

Hmv lit tlic Tytlc nf this prrsont Bouki.'

Doth liit the inattLT \vritt"ii in tlio saiiu-,

Thou slialt iKTcciiK' the bettor if thou looke

Throuj,'liout tile worke, vvliich well doth brooke his name.

For uiuleriieath tiiis Iliue -.et small in fame,

Of fnwer Tuii;,'s the llowers liyued bee,

In one sweete iiiice to seme the turne of thee.

l)f truth, the skill and labour was not small

To set eeh Inulisli I'hra/.e in his due plac,

And for to mateh the Latin therewithal'.

Of either LanL;ua,i,H' keeping still tlie jjrace.

And or ! rly the Greeke to interlace.

An 1 la^t of all to ioyne the Frcneh llieretoo :

These thin,i;s i I saiei re(|nyrde n i small adoo.

And fnrthennori' rij^ht well I'lou mayst espie,

There lakt in hi ii no forewardnesse of niinde

To haue set dowiie a sow. id (3rtlioi,'ra{)liio :

Throu;;h want uliereof all ,'ood inditers (ind

Oar In,i,dislie tim.; driuen almost out of kind,

I)i-.me:nl)red, liaeke 1, naxMid, rent, and toriie,

Defaced, patched, mard, an 1 made a skoriu'.

For who is he that ri,i.^htl\- can diseerne

The ease, the kind, and number of tlu' \owne ?

For my instruction gladly I would Kriie,

ilow men mis;ht trie what writer setteth dow.ie

Tlu Article arij;lit, or who doth drowne

Tlie I'ronowne by misplaeint; it, as now
Mo--t wryters doe, and yet tliev niarke nut lin-.v.

I tliinke it would a R'>od Oramarian poze

To n;iue iust rules of Deriuation,

And Composition, as our writin.y; j^ocs.

And yet no tunj; of other Nation

Hath either j^reater grace or store of those,

Than Inglish hath : yee would not tliinke ywis

How rich in Composition Inglishe is.
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