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an elquitable riglit. It la clear that b. hma a legal property
riglit ini acli secrets. At what point does ii right change
froin a 1egail riglit to a more equity 1

Ail the. earlier decisions seezn to go> off on the broad general
doctrine of fairiies. It às fot until we corne to thie ame of
Pomoroy Sub. Co. Y. Pomeroy, that we find the court theorizing

I ~ about the matter. In that case the New Jersey court maid. "The
nature of the. riglit of an inventor or discoverer to a procesa of
manufacture or a composition of niatter which hiaî been in.
vented, or discovered ls weIl settled. Sucli invention or dis.
covery does flot of itseJf confer upon the. discoverer an exclu-
sive property right, good. against ail the. world as dosthe
ownership of tangible tchatteIs. , . . But h. lias a kind of

' property right i.,- hi% diseovery or invention which h. mai
transfer either absolutely or to a Iimited extent. Sueli trans-

-C fer wiIl pass Wo the vey de. the titie either ablwolute or limited,
agaizist the discoverer but as against other than the vendor
or transferor, the. titie dependo upon the. right of the. inventor
or discoverer, or hie grant,-e, to prevent the use of the invention
or secret process by persns claiming to nse the, o, and thua
riglit of prevention is, based on opecial equities or riglits against

i such person which disentitie him to the use. If knowledge lias
corne to such claimant fairly and iionestly, and u.nder cireum-
stances which give the inventor no personal dlaim, againat him,
the. use will flot b. enjoined. Ini most cases this equity against
the une is based on the confidential. comimunication of the. in-
vention or process by an employer to employees, and in this
case the. eniployee or has grant.. will b. enjoined from using or
communicating the. procesa or invention of him employer."

This court, in the Fomeroy case, refers to the right against
third persons as an equity. lua the. liglit of the. cases cited it is
submitted that the true theory la that aithougli a trade secret
is property, it consista înerely of information differing from

+ ordinary chattels in that it iw intangible and flot; capable of
being deait with as we deal with chattels generally. In caue of
a tangible chattel the purcliaser from a thief ie not protected,

_ becausIe the fault is with his getting. N. may be ln good faitii


