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•commerce becomes an objc£l of great importance to them.

They muft C"cn have made fome ccnfiderable progrefs towards

civilization, before they acquire the idea of property, and afcer-

tain it fo perfcdly, as to be acquainted with the mofl fimple of

all contrads, that of exchanging by barter one rude commodity

for another. But as foon as this important right is eftablifhed,

and every individual feels that he has an exckifive title to pof-

fefs or to alienate whatever he has acquired by his own labour

and dexterity, the wants and ingenuity of his nature fuggeft

to him a new method of increafing his acquifitions and enjoy-

ments, by difpofing of what is fuperfluous in his own ftores, in

order to procure what is ncceflary or defirable in thofe of other

men. Thus a commercial intercourfe begins, and is carried

on among the members of the fame community. By de-

grees, they difcovcr that neighbouring tribes poflefs what

they want, and enjoy comforts of which they wifh to partake.

In the fame mode, and upon the fame principles, that domeftic

traffic is carried on within the fociety, an external commerce is

eftabliflied with other tribes or nations. Their mutual intereft

»nd mutual wants render this intercourfe defirable, .' :.d imper-

ceptibly introduce the maxims and laws which facilitate its pro-

grefs and render it fecure. But no very extenfive commerce can

take place between contiguous provinces, whofe foil and cli-

mate being nearly the fame, yield fimilar produdions. Remote

countries cannot convey their commodities by land, to thofe

places, where on account of their rarity they are defired, and

become valuable. It is to navigation that men are indebted for

the power of tranfporting the fuperfluous ftock of one part of

the earth, to fiipply the wants of another. The luxuries and

bleflings of a particular climate arc no longer «c.oniincd to

itfelf alone, but the enjoyment of them is communicated to the

mod diRant regions.

B 2 In


