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l8 Captain COOKE's VOYAGES.
profitable than even Mexico or Peru ; but that

the Tapoyars, who inhabit the inland plains, are

an unconquerable race of men, taller and ftrong*

er than the Portuguefe, and not to be brought to

labour. The Brafilian women are very fruitful,

have eafy labours, retire to the woods, where

ihey arc delivered alone, and return no more

ti!l after a certain time allotted for puriBcation.

On tuefday the 30th of November we,weighed

anchor *, but a tornado coming on, we tacked,

and ftood under the idand till its fury abated.

On the I ft of December both Ihips failed out

of the bay, and purfued their courfe to the

fouchward till the 21ft, without meeting with

any remarkable occurrence i but on that day a

young man fell from the mizen-top- fail yard,

and fradured his (kuU.

On the 23d we made land, which I fuppofed

to be Falkland's Idand, in lat. 51 deg. 25 min,

S. by eftimation.

On the 24th, as we ran along fliore, the land

looked like fome part of England, having feve-

ral good bays and vallies, but believe it to be

wholly uninhabited.

On the 5th of January, 1709, we had a via-

lent gale of wind at north-weft, and very bad

weather. At two in the afternoon we reefed

both courfes, then lowered our fore yard, and

lay by till five, at which time our wafte was

filled with water, and we cxpefted the (hip to

fink every moment : got down our fore-yard as

well

if


