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This case conoerns a young man, W. 0. B., aged 23 years, a

bank clerk, who, in November 1889, consulted me in reference

to a sensation of phlegm dropping from the back of the throat,

or, as he called it, " catarrh,*' from which he had 8 ifiered for

about one year.

Proceeding to examine the case, I was at once struck, when

the patient opened his mouth, with the position of the tongue.

It lay on the floor of the mouth, its tip pointing to the left and

beyond the mesial line, and not in its normal position, as Gowers

holds it to be when the hypoglossal nerve of one side is para-

lyzed,* (vide accompanying drawing. Fig. L) ; the right half

is observed to be more bulky and stands more prominently in

front of the opposite half, which is much retracted and hidden

by the bulkiness of the other side, due to the retraction of the

genio-hyoglossus muscle of the left side.

Upon the patient protruding his tongue the exactly opposite

conditions are to be noticed. (Fig. 2.) The tip deviates at

once to the right side and turns beyond the middle line to the

right. The right half is noticed to be much smaller : its surface

* Oowers :
" Diseases of the Neryons System," 1888. Vol. ii, p. 275.


