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teftant members only, notwithftanding the

feeming hardfhip of it arifing from the great

fuperiority of the numbers of the Roman-
Catholick inhabitants, which naturally ftrikes

people at firft iight, and is apt to lead them
into a contrary opinion, while they continue

flrangers to the condition of the province,

and are ignorant of thofe peculiar circum-

ftances attending it, which have been juft

now defcribed.
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And, as the English inhabitants were of

opinion, that the eflabli(hment of a proteftant

aflembly was a fafe or pradicable meafure,

that would not difguft the body of the Ca-
nadian freeholders in the province, (provided

they were permitted to eledl members into

the aflembly, though not to be eleded into

it,) they made not the leall difficulty of
thinking, that it would alfo be a wife or

politick meafure, becaufe they were convinced

that it would gradually operate as an induce-

ment to fuch of the Roman-Catholick in-

habitants of the province, as were not very

flrongly attached to the church of Rome, to

abandon its erroneous dodtrines, and embrace
the proteftant religion ; and that, with re-

fped even to thofe of them who were mofl
zealous in the belief of the Romifh religion,

it might prove a means of engaging them
to examine the foundations of it with free-

dom, which could hardly fail of producing
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