
INTRODI'CTION

t'liic when s<'lf-K<)Vi'rnini'nt wan cMHifoi-n-d

upiiii the ciiloiilcB l).v (Ii'fUt Itrlttilii, all <>)

w lilcli cou^tlUKiM tbc wiiik of luiixTlal ('<>ii

Holldaliiiii. or Fcdi'i'atloii, and Httll riMiialiiM

to be plaiiiKMl and cxrcnti'd. Ab in Lord

lieaconHtlcld's time provision has »llll to

br nind"' for iiii Imperial tarllT, fi>r a pio-

ptT H.VHtoiu of HiatK-aldt'd i'nil(,'ralloii io

Sfttle oiir Crown liands, fop I he dofciKc

of the Knipli'c and foi- Imperial lepresenta

tlon. ISut to repair the erroni and omtssluns

uf oO yearu ai;o 1b a diflieiilt. tusk, and one

wlileli Is only now Ix-Klnning to bt> B«'rl()us-

ly conleuiplated by lOnKlisli Btatosmen. It

Is only now that they are beginning; to re-

spond to tile "dlslant sympathies" inentlon-

t'd by Lord HiMi'onslleld, tiltliouKh lliesi'

have been dl^itlnclly euouKli exiiressed l>y

the c'oloules dnrliiK Ihe last 15 years, and
more especially In 18'Jl.

The uiulsslons wlik'h were ennniurated by
Lord Heaconslield were many and serious,

and 11 Is perhaps too early yet to attempt
4x> Indicate bow tliey should be attended

to in some genc>rul scheme of Imperial

Federation. Uut two of tbem have already
attracted tJie aftenilon of the UIght Hon.
Joseph Chamberlain, M. I'., Secretary of

State foir the Colonies, who thus expressed
himself In March, 1800:

"We mny endeavor to establish common
Interests ond common obligations. When

We have done tlint It will bo nntnrnl tliat

some sort of representative authority should
urovv up to deal with the Interests and th"
oIiIIkmIIouh we have created. What Is the
greati-st of our common obllgatloiiB? It in

Imperial tiefence. What Is tiie greatest of
our eiiiiinion inlerestV It Is Imperial fade,
(Hear, hear.) And tliose two are Very
closely connected. It Is very diflleult to

•see how you eau pretend to deal with the
great iiuesllon of Imperial defence wlllioul
b.ivlng llrst dealt with the (piestlon of Im-
perial irade. Imperial defence is largely a

matt*v' of ways auil moans and dependent
upon the li-^CMl und otiier comin«'relal ar
langeiiienlH you luiiy nialie; and, therefore,
the conelusloii (o which I arrive is tills

that If the people of this country and the
people of the colonies mean what they iiave
been saying, and if tliej Intend to approach
this iiuestloii of Imperial unity in a practi-
cal splril, they must approach it on its

comnierelal side."

Nothing can be more appropriate and
practical than these reiiiarks, and the pre-
sent writer proposes in tills essay to con-
sider the subjects which Mr. Chamberlain
points out as those which, before all otliers,
deserve consideration by tiie people of
Great and Greater Hrltaiu, and to elabo-
rate In some detail a scheme for effecting
some degree of Imperial cousoiidatlon lu
matturs of Imperial commerce and defence.

CHAPTER II.

Impkrial Rkciprocity.
The British nation, or rather the British

Kmplre, or (as it might be called In imll;i-

lion of the old "Holy Uonian Kmplre of
(Jermau XatioUs"> the Lnited Kmplre of
British Natluii.s, Is the only modern politi-

cal ('ominunity in the whole world, owing
allegiance to the sjinie sovereign and en-
joying the prolecllon of the same Jleet,

wlileh Is destitute of the cement of a com-
mon material interest in Its comnieiclal je-
lallous. It resembles the stones In what
is to be a mass of concrete before the ce-
menting material Is introduced, or has had
tune to harden in its interstices. Tlie
I nited Kingdom, which is the largest stone
li' the mass, and Is in possession of tlie
liegemony of the British Kmplre, is equally
as closely related cominarcially with for-
eign countries, as she is with her own
daughter nations, and had. Indeed, pledged
herself to the former never to accept com-

mercial advantages in the markets of the
latter which were not enjoyed as well by
the aforesaid alien nations. It Is not the
object of tills essay to enquire how all this
<;ame about. It is assumed to have been
an unnatural state of thlng.s, and It Is now,
happily, one which is to go out of oxist-
euee next year. Wiiat is now to be con-
sidered Is the liest method of cementing
together the loose fragments above refer-
red to, and so reUectlng the commercial
consolidation of tlie British Empire.
Such consoildatiiui has, wltliln tlie last

ten year.s. not infrequently been spoken
and written of as "Imperial Ueciprodty,"
or as "British Commercial I'nlon," tlie

object being to Improve the trade betwi.xt
the various divisioris of the Empire. Sucii a
union means, of course, a combination of
fae various members of the British Km-
plre by certain arrangement for mutual aid


