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The Speaker: Colleagues, I am going to take all of the debate
under advisement. I want the House to recognize and realize that
in the case of a convention, it is under the discretion of course of
the Chair to make whatever appropriate decision there is.

I would like to point out to all hon. members that the case of a
convention is like an agreement, a tradition that we go by in this
House of Commons.
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Whenever a case has been before the courts, there has been no
question there cannot be reference to that case in the House of
Commons.

Most of the time this is left in the hands of the members, in
their good judgment. In the case of a member asking a question
he or she should take into consideration whether there is any
infringement on this convention in any way.

On the other hand, when a responder is put in that position, he
or she also must weigh this. Basically it comes down to members
themselves.

With regard to this case, two cases have been put forth. I will
look at all the interventions put forth. I am sure the House will
give me the time to review precisely what was said in the
original statements.

If there is need to come back, I will but I would like some time
to review the whole matter again and perhaps give a little more
direction to the House as to what direction we should be going in
the case of a convention of the House.

If members would leave this with me, I will get back to the
House at the earliest time if necessary.
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[Translation)

WAYS AND MEANS
NOTICE OF MOTION TABLED

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Develop-
ment—Quebec, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the provisions
of Standing Order 83(1), I have the honour to lay upon the Table
a Notice of Ways and Means motion to amend the Excise Tax
Act.

I ask that you designate an Order of the Day for the consider-
ation of the said motion.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (Parliamentary Secretary to Presi-
dent of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to

Routine Proceedings

Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to table, in both official
languages, the government’s response to a number of petitions.
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COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Hon. William Rompkey (Labrador, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
have the honour to present the first report of the Standing
Committee on National Defence and Veterans Affairs, in both
official languages, on its deliberations on Bill C-67 with
amendments.
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BUFFALO AND FORT ERIE PUBLIC BRIDGE
COMPANY ACT

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport, Lib) moved
for leave to introduce Bill C-81, an act to amend an act
respecting the Buffalo and Fort Erie Public Bridge Company.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and
printed.)
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PETITIONS

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, it is my privilege to introduce two petitions. One
petition is from people in my constituency in Balcarres and Fort
Qu’Appelle.

The petitioners request that Parliament support laws that will
severely punish all violent criminals who use weapons in the
commission of crimes, support new Criminal Code firearm
control provisions and support legislation that will repeal and
modify existing gun control laws that have not improved public
safety.

SOCIAL PROGRAMS

Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the other petition is from people across Canada.

The petitioners point out the importance of the social pro-
grams as the fabric of Canadian society, the importance that
Canadians have access to proper health care, old age security, et
cetera.
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They are petitioning Parliament to maintain and enhance the
social programs which are our right and heritage.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Werner Schmidt (Okanagan Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, I have three petitions to table.



